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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 40 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplain: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 07 88 96 60 18    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  +44 7952 180370 andyhorlock@hotmail.com 
Rev’d David Makepeace    +44  7594 301 894    makedavid@gmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 29 67 66    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 29 67 66    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89    my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09    geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Rev’d Paul Willis  0044 7857 309018   pwguillone@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Sally Davies  09 75 93 01 81  sallydavies928@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Nellie Salvi  05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78   contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com
Chaplaincy Communications Coordinator:  Sally Davies  09 75 93 01 81  sallydavies928@gmail.com 

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chaplaincy Connect:   https://chaplaincyofaquitaine.myiknowchurch.co.uk/login
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:      http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:       www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau:    http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html
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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

                              It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

                                               CHURCH SERVICES
      1st December 2022 - 15 January 2023

FRIDAY 02 DECEMBER
17:30, Flaujagues Temple (33350), Carol service, Rev'd Tony  
                 Lomas

SUNDAY 04 DECEMBER
10:30 Bertric TBC, Open Door, 
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
11:00 Doudrac, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
11:00 Ste Nathalène, Prayer & Praise with Communion, Rev'd  
          Liz Morris
15:30 Bordeaux, Bring your own Bible service, Christine   
         Rychlewski
16:00 Bertric TBC, Advent Carol service, Sheila Marshall

SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER
10:30 Bertric TBC, Advent Morning Worship, all local worship  
                leaders
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
10:30 Limeuil, Christmas Carol Service, Rev'd Tony Lomas
10:30 Monteton, Morning Praise, Rev'd Liz Morris
10:30 Négrondes, Holy Communion, Rev’d Brian Davies
15:30 Bordeaux, Christmas Carol Service, Rev'd Angela and  
                  Rev'd David Marshall
16:00 Chancelade, Christmas Carol Service, Rev'd Tony Lomas

TUESDAY 13 DECEMBER
15:00 Sainte Nathalène, Christmas Carol service, Rev'd Tony  
                 Lomas
18:00 Monteton, Christmas Carol service, Rev'd Liz Morris

WEDNESDAY 14 DECEMBER
11:00 Bertric TBC, BCP Holy Communion, Rev'd Brian Davies

THURSDAY 15 DECEMBER
18:00 Eymet church, Christmas Carols, Rev'd Tony Lomas

FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER
18:00 Négrondes, Christmas Carols, Rev’d Tony Lomas and  
                   Chris Benson
18:00 Saint Médard (Lot-et-Garonne), Christmas Carols,  
            Rev’d Liz Morris

SUNDAY 18 DECEMBER
10:30 Bertric TBC, Family Service, Steve Long and Rosemary  
                          Robinson
10:30 Dondas, Holy Communion and Carols, Rev'd Liz Morris
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Rev'd Tony Lomas
15:30 Bordeaux, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
16:00 Doudrac, Christmas Carol service, Rev'd Liz Morris

TUESDAY 20 DECEMBER
10:30 Chancelade, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas

THURSDAY 22 DECEMBER
11:00 Condom Chapel, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony   
                 Lomas

SATURDAY 24 DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS EVE
16:00 Doudrac, Holy Communion, Rev'd Bramwell   
                               Bearcroft
17:00 Bertric Burée, Open-Air Carols in the Square,   
                             Steve Long
17:00 Bordeaux, Holy Communion, Rev'd Angela and   
                           Rev'd David Marshall
17:00 Limeuil, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas

SUNDAY 25 DECEMBER – Christmas Day
10:30 Bertric TBC, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
10:30 Monteton, Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris

SUNDAY 01 JANUARY
10:30 Bertric TBC, New Year Prayer & Praise, Steve Long
15:30 Bordeaux, New Year Prayer & Praise, Nellie Salvi
16:00 Bertric Burée, Evensong with Carols, Peter Robinson

SUNDAY 08 JANUARY
10:30 Bertric TBC, Epiphany Morning Worship, Steve   
                 Long
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, David Albrecht
10:30 Limeuil, Family Communion, Rev’d Tony Lomas
15:30 Bordeaux, Bring your own Bible, Christine    
        Rychlewski
WEDNESDAY 11 JANUARY
11:00 Bertric TBC, BCP Holy Communion, Rev’d Tony   
      Lomas

FRIDAY 13 JANUARY
18:00 Vanxains (24600), Christian Unity Service

SUNDAY 15 JANUARY
10:30 Bertric , TBC, Open Door, 
10:30 Chancelade, Holy Communion, Rev’d Brian  Davies
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Rev’d Tony Lomas
15:30 Bordeaux, Family Communion, Rev’d Tony Lomas
16.00 Doudrac, Evening Worship, Tina Marshall

Editor’s note : at the time of publishing, the venue for the services at Bertric Burée has not yet been decided. 
Please check the website for more details.
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Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

  
Advent  - a word I have been musing on for a while.

Anticipating the arrival of the promised Messiah. What it must have been like 
to be an Israelite living under strict Roman rule, looking forward to the arrival 
of Messiah. How, for example, every pregnant Israelite woman would wonder 
whether the child in her womb was a son, and if a son, if he might be the Messiah. 

And then an Angel, telling Mary that she has been chosen by God to carry the child who would be the saviour - it is easy to 
understand why she didn’t find this improbable.  All through the Old Testament, God foretold through the prophets, of the 
coming saviour. By the time we reach the prophet Isaiah we are given real details of the circumstances of his birth. When 
the Magi arrive and ask Herod about the new-born king, it is the prophet Micah that points directly to Bethlehem. 

The Dilemma of Joseph. In love with a sweet young girl, planning on marrying her and then she tells him that she is already 
with child. Matthew’s Gospel gives us a little idea of the conflict that Joseph must have suffered. But he shines for us and for 
her, a thoroughly nice man who didn’t want to have her publicly disgraced and planned on divorcing her. It was in a dream 
that God sent an Angel to explain that the child was from the Holy Spirit, and this gentle kind man went along with it, bless 
him.

And then we come to Venerate, to treasure, to appreciate. All through the story of Jesus’ birth we are given the impression 
of a patient, compliant couple who are just doing as God had asked. But also following the Roman rules and making that 
awful journey to Bethlehem because there had been a decree from Cæsar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. If 
there ever were perfect parents, it’s these two. But even they must have been surprised to have the Magi presenting gifts, 
bowing and kneeling before them and their new son and, bizarrely, in a stable.

Egypt. These well-meaning foreign holy men, these Magi, alerted King Herod to Jesus’ birth. Joseph and Mary fled the 
country. Bethlehem is in the south, but they still had to cross the Negev desert to escape the persecution that Herod had 
decreed, and Jeremiah had foretold. And then live in exile in Egypt as Matthew pointed out in his Gospel. Many years ago, 
I was a volunteer in a refugee camp in the Negev. As we did the long drive from Tel Aviv, I was astonished: the whole land 
was just rocks and sand, rocks everywhere; travelling through it would have been a nightmare without the modern roads. It 
really impressed on me the awful journey that this couple and their tiny baby must have endured.

Nativity. I heard someone this week on the radio say, ‘if ever there was a reason to have children it would be to see them 
in the school nativity play’. The memories make us all smile. For over 2000 years this word has come to be associated with 
the birth of our saviour. A time for joy and wonder and there are many households still, that will always place a little stable, 
complete with figurines of the Holy family near the tree.    

Tree, Christmas tree. It is believed that the first known Christmas tree that was brought inside and decorated was during 
the 16th century by Martin Luther. It was said that on his walk home, he saw the stars through the evergreen trees and went 
home to tell his children that it reminded of him of Jesus. He later wrote a sermon about the experience for his church, 
leading to the spread of people decorating the trees with candles as a symbol of letting Jesus into their homes. Our family 
love the smell of a real tree and to that end continue our parents’ tradition of bringing the tree in on Christmas Eve and 
decorating it as a family, keeping it in the house just for 10 days, watered well and then back into the garden still alive for 
next year. 
My musings will continue I know, especially if the sky is clear late on Christmas Eve when I walk the quiet lane back from 
church. I might just see the stars and think of the shepherds and the kings and their gifts. I heard Martin Lewis on his 
‘money programme’ talking to people worried about Christmas. He said that the best gift that we can give is our time, 
spending time instead of money. Wise words indeed. 
I wish you all a blessed and healthy Christmas.

Anne Penfold
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An Advent/Christmas meditation on 
I Corinthians 13.

Christmas Love
If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows,
Strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls,
But do not show love, I’m just another decorator.
If I slave away in the kitchen,
Baking dozens of Christmas puddings, preparing 
gourmet meals and arranging a beautifully adorned table 
at mealtime, but do not show love, I’m just another cook.
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home,
And give all that I have to charity,
But do not show love, it profits me nothing.
If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels,
and crocheted snowflakes,
attend a myriad of holiday parties and sing the choir’s 
cantata,
but do not focus on Christ, I have missed the point.

Love stops the cooking to hug a child.
Love sets aside decorating to kiss the husband
Love is kind, though harried and tired.
Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has coordinated 
Christmas china and table linens.
Love doesn’t tell the children to get out of the way, but is 
thankful that they are there to be in the way.
Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in 
return but rejoices in giving to those who can’t.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.
Love never fails.
Computer games will break
Cashmere jumpers will wear out, golf clubs will get lost.
But giving the gift of love will endure.

Brian Jelliman  2014 

Advent Course – Ready – Steady – Pray!
To be held over four-sessions, the study has been developed 
by David Marshall, who says:
“Advent is one of those seasons in the Church’s year given 
over to spiritual reflection and preparation as we look 
forward to the Return of our Lord Jesus Christ and of 
course, (more immediately!) the celebration of Christmas. 
To aid that reflection we are offering a weekly online 
course called “Ready, Steady, Pray” in which we will 
look at 4 key elements of the Christian life with a view to 
assessing where we are and how we as individuals might 
deepen our knowledge of and devotion to Jesus.
•       29 November 19.30: ‘RETURN – the call of  
         repentance’ (Tony Lomas)
•       6   December 19.30: ‘REMAIN – the necessity of   
        perseverance’ (Tina Marshall)
•       13 December 19.30: ‘RENEW – the need for  
         regular renewal’ (Nellie Salvi)
•       20 December 19.30: ‘REJOICE – the joy of worship’ 
        (David Marshall)
 The zoom link to join each session will be on the weekly 
bulletin sent by Amy, registration is not required. 

Bishop’s Advent Appeal 2022 
Fund a new toilet block for Bishop Hannington School, Kenya

Lambeth Conference 2022 with 
Bishop Joseph Wandera and 

Bishop Robert

“In 2020, I launched an appeal to build a classroom for Bishop Hannington 
School in Mumias, Kenya. I am delighted to say that the classroom 
was successfully built. Indeed great progress has been made with the 
construction of other classrooms too. My appeal this year is for a toilet 
block for this same school.”
Bishop Joseph has provided detailed estimates for the project. It will cost 2.4million Kenyan Shillings, which is about 20,000 
Euros, to build a new ablutions block. That is very good value by Western European standards! Our Advent Appeal will 
therefore be a very tangible expression of support for the Diocese of Mumias’s mission to educate primary school children.
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Light of the Epiphany
The twelve days of Christmas come 
to an end on January 6, and the 
season of the Epiphany begins. 
But Epiphany not only ends 
Christmas, it also fulfills it by 
celebrating the revelation of the 
Christ to the whole world. The 
coming of Incarnate God to all 
people, especially to those of us who 
are Gentiles, is the bridge from birth 
into life, the event that makes Easter 
possible for most of us. 
The light of the Epiphany illuminates 
the church's year as it illuminates the 
human race from whom the kings 
came.
Phyllis A. Tickle, “What the Heart Already Knows”,

On Tuesday 27 June 2023, ICS looks forward to 
celebrating its 200th anniversary with a Service of 

Thanksgiving at St Paul’s Onslow Square in London. 
Many of you will have happy memories of ICS and it would be 
great if we could share your stories in the next ICS News which 

will be published in March.  
Has ICS impacted your life and how?  Has an ICS chaplain/

chaplaincy been instrumental in your faith journey, or maybe you 
have come to faith through an ICS chaplaincy while working and 

living abroad, or while away on holiday or travelling?  
We would love to hear from you!  Please send  an email to 

ajspaanderman@ics-uk.org before the end of the year.  Thank you 
very much for your help. 

Your Magazine

We hope you enjoy reading this 
magazine each month.  

We don’t ask you to subscribe 
if you receive it by email but if 
you would like to donate to the 

running costs that would be very 
welcome.  

A cheque payable to the 
Chaplaincy of Aquitaine can be 
sent to the Editor whose contact 

details are on page 2. 
Thank you!

Chaplaincy of Aquitaine Women’s Retreat
Friday 28 – Sunday 30 April 2023

Save the Date!!
Abbaye Notre-Dame de Bonne-Espérance, Echourgnac

Look out for more information 
and how to book a place 

in the next issue of the magazine
 and the weekly bulletins in 2023!
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Menu of the Month

Mango, prawn and 

avocado

*****

Tomato vod
ka pasta

*****

Silky l
emon creams 

with almond biscotti

Mango, prawn and avocado

3 ripe avocados
Tabasco (optional)

About 30 cooked prawns  - keep 6 
whole and chop the rest
2 mangoes finely diced
Bunch fresh coriander

Zest and juice of 2 limes
1 pomegranate

Sesame oil
Salt & pepper

                   Method
Mash the avocado, season with salt, pepper, a few drops of 

tabasco and the juice of half a  lime. 
In a large bowl, combine the mango, chopped 
prawns, pomegranate seeds, and some 

chopped coriander. Now add the seasoning, 
but taste as you go to get the balance you like – 

lime zest, juice, sesame oil, salt & pepper.
Spoon the avocado into 6 glasses or 

ramequins,and pile the mango mixture on top. 
Decorate with the whole prawns and coriander 

leaf. Chill for a couple of hours.

              Tomato vodka pasta

3 garlic cloves
2 tbsp olive oil

2 x 400g cans chopped Italian 
tomatoes

1 tsp dried chilli flakes
100ml mascarpone or soft 

goats cheese
½ lemon

3 tbsp vodka, or to taste
500g penne

½ tsp sugar or honey
3 tbsp finely chopped flatleaf 

parsley

Method
Peel and finely chop the garlic. Heat the oil in a pan 
large enough to hold the sauce and pasta. Fry the garlic 
over a medium-low heat for a minute or so, stirring to 
prevent browning, until aromatic. Stir in the tomatoes 
and chilli flakes.
Cook briskly, stirring occasionally, for 10-15 minutes 
until the tomatoes and juices thicken considerably. 
Add the mascarpone. Taste and adjust the seasoning 
with salt, pepper, lemon juice and sugar or honey. Add 
the vodka and cook briskly for a couple more minutes.
Cook the pasta according to the packet instructions to 
co-ordinate with cooking the sauce. Drain the pasta 
very carefully and stir into the tomato sauce. Simmer 
together for one minute. Taste again and, if necessary, 
adjust the seasoning with lemon juice, sugar or honey. 
Stir in the parsley and serve immediately in warmed 
bowls and await gasps of wonder!

Silky lemon creams with 
almond biscotti

600ml cream – Fleurette or 
similar works fine
100g caster sugar

3 tbs honey 
120ml lemon juice, strained

Fresh raspberries and/or 
blueberries

Biscotti, to serve

Method
Place the cream, sugar and honey in a medium pan 
over a medium heat. Bring to a boil, stirring, until the 
sugar dissolves (it bubbles up a lot, so use a pan bigger 
than you think you will need!). Reduce the heat and 
simmer for 3 minutes.
Remove from the heat and stir in the lemon juice. 
Strain into 6-8 ramekins or cups and chill until set 
(about 4 hours). Serve topped with fresh berries 
and almond biscotti.

It seems no time at all since I was sharing with you the traditions of a Polish Christmas 
Eve – and this year, vodka does indeed make a welcome reappearance! This menu is 
really designed as an ‘antidote’ to the rich and indulgent food associated with Christmas 
and New Year. It’s the time for tropical fruits from the French dominions and territories 
– white crab meat makes a delicious alternative to the prawns in this starter, or you can 
use smoked salmon – all work well. A good tomato sauce with pasta has always been in 
my top ten, but only recently did I discover this vodka version – there’s no going back! 
Tinned tomatoes, or a jar of good sauce is fine in the winter months, a bit of chilli heat 
(but not too much), and a good slug of vodka at the last minute take this dish to another 
level! With a refreshing lemon cream to finish – incredibly quick and easy – I hope these 
ideas will wake up your taste buds and add a light touch to your Christmas planning! 
Bon Appetit and a very Happy Christmas!
      Belinda Drew            Recipes serve 6 
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Looking at Art                        
 with 
Jeff Bottger

El Greco's large, magnificent painting The Adoration of the Shepherds was completed in 
1614 shortly before his death. It contains all of the characteristic elements that make his art 
so instantaneously recognizable: elongated figures, striking contrasts, and highly dramatic 
lighting. In fact, all of the lighting seems to radiate from the infant Jesus. El Greco loved 
the Lord and wanted the painting to hang over his own tomb in a convent in Toledo. It now 
hangs in the Prado Museum in Madrid.

Ireland's spectacular illuminated manuscript, the 
Book of Kells, is a national treasure. Beautifully 
displayed in the Trinity College Library in 
Dublin, it is visited by over one million people 
annually. Created in 800 A.D., it contains what is 
believed to be the earliest illuminated manuscript 
depiction of the Madonna and Child in western 
Europe, and it begins the Gospel of Matthew 
there. The monks likely mixed their own colours 
before applying them to the vellum sheets. It is 
an exceptionally complex, bordered composition.

Canterbury Cathedral is the 
Mother Church of the worldwide Anglican community, and is one of the 
most magnificent churches in all of Britain. Its 900 year old stained glass 
windows are possibly the oldest in all of Britain. Some of the 13th century 
French glass in the so-called Poor Man's Bible Window depicts the full story 
of the Magi and related biblical scenes. There is a wondrous beauty to their 
detailed design. 

In its spectacular collection of art, the Louvre has a 
magnificent triptych carved in ivory depicting scenes from 
the life of Jesus Christ. Its provenance dates from the 10th 
century, probably from Constantinople (Istanbul). In the 
large central panel the Nativity is portrayed. Mary reclines 
on a bed while the three Magi and some barnyard animals 
gaze upon her. Jesus is being attended to by Joseph and 
others. It is an exquisite work of art.  

I hope your holiday season will be enriched by this month's Looking at Art review of art forms we have explored together 
for two years now. Please continue to contact me at chezjeffetbonnie@gmail.com. 
Many thanks and have a Happy Christmas!

As I did in the December 2021 Looking at Art article, I have selected 
works of art in four genres that show how great artists and artisans 

depicted the Nativity story.
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The Environment
Continuing Kathryn Carr’s account of her visit to A Rocha France:   Day 2 - Covenant

We use the word ‘covenant’ to describe God’s response to our broken world.   Hosea 4 v1-10 is 
where the prophet Hosea describes a mourning world and the rejection of God and his laws.  

This began in the garden of Eden when Adam and Eve ruined their intimacy with God, with nature 
and with each other; it was the start of a broken relationship with God.  We need to see nature as 
a subject with which we can learn and interact with rather than just an object to be preserved.  Revelations 11 v 18 is an 
important verse which says ‘a time has come when God’s wrath will come to those who destroy the earth.  Our sinful nature is 
reflected in how the land is suffering’.  Romans 8 v 22-23 and 28 says ‘we know that the whole of creation has been groaning’; 
it is as if the spirit of God groans for us.  Does our worship reflect any of these laments?  Hymns are mainly about praising 
God; is this right?  The Psalms are more about lament: Psalm 60 v1-5 is a good example of how we should pray lamenting,  
asking God to save us from our sinful ways.  Due to the situation we are now in we should be lamenting before we can start 
to hope for God’s redemption.
We look at our society where consumption has become the God which gives us our spiritual satisfaction.  As we have seen, 
this leads to destruction and waste, our values have become completely distorted.   Our world economy needs growth and 
measures growth using GDP (Gross Domestic Product) which measures everything an economy does except those things 
which we as humans value.  We have seen standards of living rise but happiness decrease as we have become wealthier.  
Scandinavian countries have been shown to be the happiest, and this is thought to be due to the high level of taxation which 
has resulted in a small gap between rich and poor and high levels of social welfare.  We need to change our economic system 
into a low growth scenario which values human welfare more than profit.  
We are living in a wounded world where we are seeing the collapse of 
biodiversity, climate chaos and overconsumption.  Wildlife populations have 
seen the most dramatic fall; in 70 years individual populations of wildlife 
species have seen a reduction of 70% through habitat loss and destruction, 
overexploitation of fish, pollution, invasive diseases and invasive species and 
climate change.  Overall 27% of all recognised species are now threatened 
with extinction.  This will be the 6th massive extinction but the only one 
not by natural causes.  Scientists are confident that the speed with which the 
climate is changing is due to the burning of fossil fuels.  We have seen drastic 
changes in the last 20 years which make it impossible to deny it is due to high 
levels of economic growth and consumption in the world’s richest countries.  
In 2021 the IPCC report which reflects the top scientific knowledge has given 
a code red for humanity.  Can we still exist if we allow this to continue?  We will 
see rising injustice and poverty in the global south as a result of climate change 
as we see more extreme weather events hitting the most vulnerable.  Unfortunately the countries that have caused climate 
change are the ones who are suffering the least.  This is causing a massive issue of injustice in the global south, while we in 
the global north continue life as usual.  
So, how does God respond?  We first see God’s covenant with the world in Genesis 7 v 3 in the story of Noah.  In this story 
we tend to focus on the human element but only a few humans were saved (Noah and his family).  All the animals were saved 
as they were valuable to God and were not sinful.  If we think about it, it is a story about nature conservation and it points 
us to God’s heart for animals.  In Genesis 9 v 13 the covenant that God makes included us and the whole earth and this was 
repeated seven times.  In Psalm 104  the land is the central theme and this is seen over and over again in God’s covenants to 
his people Israel.  They were called to model God’s purposes - farming, festivals and faith.  They were tenants of God’s land 
and the land acted like a spiritual barometer.  If we were to act in a similar way and look after the land, we could hope to 
have a good relationship with God.  When we talk of ‘Shalom’ it means a harmonious relationship in a land of promise.  In 
the kingdom of God we look forward to a perfect relationship between God, his people and the land and God’s creatures.  
The kingdom of God is not something which will happen sometime in the future when we die, it is here, now. If we live in 
relationship with God, we should be enjoying God’s kingdom now, in a perfect world where we live in harmony with our 
fellow creatures.
The Church should be at the heart of the community, working in and for creation.  The Anglican Church has been slow 
to take on this message but it has now made some key commitments for reaching carbon neutrality by 2030.  The original 
monasteries were excellent models of how to combine the spiritual with the practical aspects of living.  They were a good 
example of churches working together with the community.  The early chapters of Acts are also a good example of how we 
should live.  The reason people aren’t coming to our churches is that we are living like everyone else.  We need to stand 
apart so people see us as being different, having different standards to that of the world around us.  People in our 
communities just see us as people who go to church on a Sunday. We need to separate ourselves from the world by our 
lifestyle choices.
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A Christmas Legend   by Florence Scannell

It was Christmas Eve. The night was very dark and the snow falling fast, as Hermann, the charcoal-burner, drew his cloak 
tighter around him, and the wind whistled fiercely through the trees of the Black Forest. He had been to carry a load to 

a castle nearby, and was now hastening home to his little hut. Although he worked very hard, he was poor, gaining barely 
enough for the wants of his wife and his four little children. He was thinking of them, when he heard a faint wailing. Guided 
by the sound, he groped about and found a little child, scantily clothed, shivering and sobbing by itself in the snow.
"Why, little one, have they left thee here all alone to face this cruel blast?"
The child answered nothing, but looked piteously up in the charcoal-burner's face.
"Well, I cannot leave thee here. Thou would'st be dead before the morning."
So saying, Hermann raised it in his arms, wrapping it in his cloak and warming its little cold hands in his bosom. When he arrived 
at his hut, he put down the child and tapped at the door, which was immediately thrown open, and the children rushed to meet 
him.
“Here, wife, is a guest to our Christmas Eve supper,” said he, leading in the little one, who held timidly to his finger with its 
tiny hand.
“And welcome he is,” said the wife. “Now let him come and warm himself by the fire.”
The children all pressed round to welcome and gaze at the little new-comer. They showed him their pretty fir-tree, decorated 
with bright, colored lamps in honor of Christmas Eve, which the good mother had endeavored to make a fête for the 
children.
Then they sat down to supper, each child contributing of its portion for the guest, looking with admiration at its clear, blue 
eyes and golden hair, which shone so as to shed a brighter light in the little room; and as they gazed, it grew into a sort of 
halo round his head, and his eyes beamed with a heavenly luster. Soon two white wings appeared at his shoulders, and he 
seemed to grow larger and larger, and then the beautiful vision vanished, spreading out his hands as in benediction over 
them.
Hermann and his wife fell on their knees, exclaiming, in awe-struck voices: “The holy 
Christ-child!” and then embraced their wondering children in joy and thankfulness 
that they had entertained the Heavenly Guest.
The next morning, as Hermann passed by the place where he had found the fair 
child, he saw a cluster of lovely white flowers, with dark green leaves, looking as 
though the snow itself had blossomed. Hermann plucked some, and carried them 
reverently home to his wife and children, who treasured the fair blossoms and 
tended them carefully in remembrance of that wonderful Christmas Eve, calling 
them Chrysanthemums; and every year, as the time came round, they put aside a 
portion of their feast and gave it to some poor little child, according to the words of the Christ: “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

A Candy Maker’s Witness
A candy maker in Indiana wanted to make a candy that would be a witness, so he made the Christmas Candy 
Cane. He incorporated several symbols for the birth, ministry, and death of Jesus Christ.
He began with a stick of pure white hard candy. White to symbolize the Virgin Birth and the sinless nature 
of Jesus, and hard to symbolize the Solid Rock, the foundation of the Church, and firmness of the promises 
of God.
The candy maker made the candy in the form of a "J" to represent the precious name of Jesus, who came 
to earth as our Saviour. It could also represent the staff of the "Good Shepherd" with which He reaches 
down into the ditches of the world to lift out the fallen lambs who, like all sheep, have gone astray.
Thinking that the candy was somewhat plain, the candy maker stained it with red stripes. He used three small 
stripes to show the stripes of the scourging Jesus received by which we are healed. The large red stripe was for the blood 
shed by Christ on the Cross so that we could have the promise of eternal life.
Unfortunately, the candy became known as a candy cane—a meaningless decoration seen at Christmas time. But the 
meaning is still there for those who "have eyes to see and ears to hear." I pray that this symbol will again be used to witness 
to the wonder of Jesus and his great love that came down at Christmas and remains the ultimate and dominate force in the 
universe today.

Anon
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and 

events from our 
churches

Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11

December Services
Sunday 11 December 10:30  Holy Communion    Rev’d Brian Davies   Négrondes
      16:00  Christmas Carol Service  Rev’d Tony Lomas    Chancelade
Friday 16 December  18:00  Christmas Carols    Rev’d Tony Lomas and Chris Benson   Négrondes
Tuesday 20 December 10:30  Holy Communion    Rev’d Tony Lomas    Chancelade
Sunday 15th January 10:30 Holy Communion        Rev’d Brian Davies        Chancelade

How does the time pass so very quickly, December upon us before we have time to shout Rudolf !
So far one of the mildest autumn and winter for many a year. A very dry year all told but as I write the rainy season 

has, I think begun. It is much needed with very low waters in rivers 
and ponds though some near me are empty.
We had a beautiful and thoughtful  service at Negrondes on the 13th 
November, led by Rev Brian Davies  who read for us some letters 
from the front, from both the world wars, ably assisted by Patrick 
who shared with us a thoughtful sermon. Barry Saunders laid  the 
poppy wreath and lead us into a  minute’s silence. The poppy wreath 
contained a few purple poppies and these represent the animals killed 
in wartime. Thousands of horses were lost in the first World War along 
with dogs and pigeons. 
The adverts on TV are all Christmassy telling you to buy from their 
store, tables laiden with food of every kind,  gifts galore to share with family and friends. Then come the adverts from 
organisations with pictures of children with eye disease, cleft palates and such. How do we see these things? Do we see the 
food and gifts as our Christmas dues  and the rest as very sad situations somewhere else? Our world is broken and only 
we can help mend it. Our Heavenly Father gave us the rules and we  attempt to follow them but sadly fail too many times. 
Let us this year turn the wheel in a different direction, in His direction, making sure that where help is needed we step in, 
where a hand reaches out for strength and comfort we respond. A shoulder to cry on is often needed at Christmas, family 
lost, friends departed.... We need not fear - we have a celebration to be part of...... Christ is born, our Lord is with us, a small 
child, born in a poor circumstances, far from His family’s home in a troubled country, soon to be chased by soldiers seeking 
to kill Him.
What a start to life !! I recently became a great-grandmother; such comfort this child enjoys, a beautiful apartment and 
loving parents, and an extended family and friends to care and support them all. How did Mary and Joseph cope?  With 
God on their side all will be well, not easy, not without problems but all will be well. Our Heavenly Father knew there would 
be perils but chose that time and those people to find their way through life. What a result: a babe that brings us salvation. 
What a Christmas present! May your Christmas Season be full of love for others and wonder at His wonderful Gift to us.
All praise to our God and Father for the birth of our saviour Jesus Christ. Happy Birthday Jesus... and thank you. 
A last note to make you smile I hope, I read it today in a magazine:
“I was thinking about how people seem to read the bible a whole lot more the older they get, then it dawned on me -- they 
were cramming for their final exam!”
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Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac      

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
PC Dave Lee                 drl4747@gmail.comjust off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  
on D245 north-east of Agen Envals St Médard

Doudrac

At our church service at Doudrac on Sunday 6th November, Rev Barrie Green took 
our service. He preached a thought 
provoking sermon, and we learned as 
an aside that he is addicted to “Prime 
Ministers Question Time.” Many 
thanks to Barrie.
Afterwards, in the “Salle de Fete “ there 
was a Table Top Sale, including cakes 
and biscuits as well as Christmas Cards. 
Proceeds were for Chaplaincy Funds, 
which raised 220 euros.

Future Services
Sunday 04 December 11:00  Holy Communion   Rev’d Tony Lomas  Doudrac
Friday 16 December 18:00  Christmas Carols   Rev’d Liz Morris  Saint Médard
Sunday 18 December 10:30  Holy Communion And Carols  Rev’d Liz Morris   Dondas 
   16:00  Christmas Carol Service  Rev’d Liz Morris  Doudrac 
Saturday 24 December  16:00  Holy Communion   Rev’d Bramwell  Bearcroft Doudrac
Sunday January 15th 16:00  Evening Worship   Tina Marshall   Doudrac

Dondas
On Sunday, 20th November, at 10.30am our service of Morning Worship was led by David Albrecht.  It was the Feast of 
Christ the King, and David spoke to us on the subject of forgiveness.
On Sunday, 18th December, at 10.30am our eucharist will be celebrated, for the last time in her role as Assistant Chaplain, 
by Revd Liz Morris.  As we have done for the past two years, the service will be followed by a short service of Readings and 
Carols for Christmas.  We shall then raise a glass to Liz and Richard to thank them for all they have done for the Chaplaincy, 
and for Dondas in particular, as they start their well-earned retirement, while looking forward to seeing them back among 
us at some stage in the future.
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Limeuil (24)  near Le Bugue, Eglise de Sainte 
Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Vacancy 
ML Anne Penfold  05 53 30 46 01
PC Vicki Swaine  05 24 10 60 08

Future Services
Sunday 11 December   10:30  Christmas Carol Service Rev’d Tony Lomas
Christmas Eve  Saturday 24 December   17:00  Holy Communion   Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 08 January   10:30  Family Communion   Rev’d Tony Lomas

Our worship service marking Bible Sunday was led by Anne Penfold. Anne decided to take us through 
a bible story, explaining that this was our Lord’s preferred way of teaching. We heard the story of 

blind Bartimaeus and then with much participation from the congregation, the story was explained and 
discussed, so that eventually I believe we could all now, recite it from memory and tell others.

David Albrecht and Tim Heathfield led us in a ‘Service of 
Light’ in the late afternoon of the last Sunday in October. 
There was re-arranged seating around the giant cross 
leaning on the altar steps and during the service we were 
invited to light and place a candle in memory of a lost 
loved one.  Prayers and Taize chants were included in the 
service which was based round the Beatitudes.

Once again St Catherine’s hosted a memorable Remembrance Sunday communion service on the 
13th November. Tony led us in worship, with Ingrid in control of the presentation. Poignant and 
moving, the well-attended service was enhanced by musicians. Claire Monceret played the Last 
Post, the St Catherine’s singers sang a beautiful anthem, The Rose, and Wayne Bailey rounded off 
the proceedings with a rich baritone solo. Well done to Phil for co-ordinating all the music so well.

Craft day at Gill Sweetman’s home on the 16th of November had Gill finishing 
Christmas cards and Tracey adding to her stock for the upcoming craft fairs. Once 
again, we had a zoom call with Jill Little in England, still unpacking, bless her.  The group are also delighted 
that they have mnade a 60€ donation to Chaplaincy funds. Our next meeting will be on the 7th of December 
and as always all are welcome. 

St Catherine’s Carol Service will be on Sunday the 11th of December 
at 10.30am. St Catherine’s singers are preparing some classic pieces 
and Tony has planned something unusual so spread the word!

Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

ACW Caroline Herbert          bcherbert101@gmail.com
ML Caroline Herbert          bcherbert101@gmail.com
 Marion L’Estrange        marian82condom@gmail.com
 PC Irene Birt           05 62 28 80 97

December Service
Thursday 22 December 11:00  Holy Communion  Rev’d Tony Lomas
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Bordeaux   

CW    Ian Couper           iancouper1@gmail.com       
      Christine Rychlewski       06 81 85 72 97 
ML    Communications Team   06 52 53 77 16
PC     Christine Rychlewski       06 81 85 72 97

Protestant Temple, 
283 rue Frédéric Sévène, 
33400 Talence

Future Services
Friday 2nd December   17.30  Christmas Carol Service, Temple Protestant, 33350 Flaujagues
Sunday 4th December   15.30   Bring Your Own Bible         Christine Rychlewski
Sunday 11th December  15.30   Christmas Carol Service         Revd Angela and Revd David Marshall
Sunday 18th December  15.30   Family Communion          Revd Tony Lomas
Saturday 24th December  17.00   Christmas Eve Family Communion  Revd Angela and Revd  David Marshall
Sunday 1st January      15:30        New Year Prayer & Praise    Nellie Salvi
Sunday 8th January      15:30        Bring Your Own Bible service  Christine Rychlewski
Sunday 15th January      15:30        Family Communion             Rev’d Tony Lomas

Christmas has arrived!  On 2nd December at 17.30, Heather and Barry 
Gardiner together with Elaine Dinghin have organised Carol Singing, 
Praise and Scripture at the Temple de Flaujaques, near Castillon de 
Bataille which will be conducted in English for the large British and 
English speaking community in the vicinity.  Fellowship afterwards 
with mince pies, mulled wine and shortbread in the house of Heather’s 
cousin, almost right next to the church.

Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, 3rd December starting at 14.30 at 
the Temple de Talence, 283 Rue Frédéric Sévène, 33400 TALENCE.  
The event is a major fundraiser for church funds and charities that we 

support.  Buy your Christmas goodies, wine and more. Bid in the Silent Auction or just enjoy a good catch-up with friends 
over a nice cuppa tea with cake!

Christmas Carol Service, Led by David and Angela at 15.30 on Sunday, 11th December at the Temple de Talence. Enjoy 
mince pies and mulled wine afterwards and of course enjoy singing your favourite carols.

Christmas Eve Service, 17.00 on 24th December at the Temple de Talence. Revd’s David and Angela Marshall will be 
coming to lead a Family Communion Service.  There will be no Anglican Christmas Day Service in Bordeaux as the 
facilities in the Talence church will be used by our Protestant friends for their Service but we will all be made welcome to 

join them on that important day.

Youth Group in November, a good crowd of youngsters came 
together with several parents under the guidance of our Youth 
Group Leaders, Johnson Low and Adrien Etienne, and they went 
to the Laser Game@Merignac and played Laser Games within the 
setting of a space station (where else!),  Afterwards the children 
enjoyed snacks and refreshment and shared fellowship with parents 
together with prayers. Ellie and Elliot Low came forward on the 
Sunday that followed and thanked the congregation for financially 
supporting this lovely afternoon. Planning for the next outing is 
underway.

For the young (and young in heart!)  In November we started “Food, Friendship and Film”, for students, young adults and 
young couples.  This event will now regularly take place at Talence, after the Service and Fellowship, on the 1st Sunday of 
the Month. We are next door to the University campus so it was a joy to hear that Joan is doing some ‘spreading the word’ 
of this event amongst her fellow students.
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Charity  We continue to collect clothing for the Foyer Fraternel. Conveniently, this can 
now be left directly at church so please bring whatever you can. We continue to collect 
both money and medical supplies for Ukraine. We have collected a large amount of 
winter clothing, blankets and towels for the John Errey initiative for the Orthodox 
Ukrainian Church and Ukrainian displaced people around Lourdes, Tarbes and Pau. 
The humanitarian crisis in the Ukraine is the worst, so everything we can do will 
provide some comfort to those in need.
Outreach  We are praying for Revival and Renewal, working through Pastoral Outreach 
to make it possible for some of those who no longer come to church, to be able to come 
back.  For many it is a question of age and limited mobility.  For others, the need to 
work on Sunday in small business ventures that were started during Covid when jobs 
were lost.  Others have lost interest and we pray that they will be encouraged by the 

Holy Spirit to return. We thank those who have taken time during the month to visit members of our church family who 
are unable to be with us on Sundays.

Water for Malawi Heather Gardiner launched the Blantyre, Malawi based Borehole Project to provide much needed fresh 
water for washing, drinking and cooking.  The fundraising activity is being transformed into a Partnership with the Henri 
Henderson School. The Borehole Project has completed the first phase but more funds are needed to finish the project.  
Funds are collected via “Just Giving”, collections at the door (at the discretion of each sector) and funds will in future be 
administered via Chap-Aid. Please contact Heather Gardiner for more information.

Home Sweet Home!  We continue to be blessed with the continued support from our fantastic 
Protestant friends at Talence.  We already have a beneficial occupancy agreement in place but 
our Protestant friends proactively approached us to ask if we would like a longer term agreement 
which would secure our current location and remove the worry about if and when to move yet 
again. You may easily guess our reaction to this suggestion! Suffice to say that the finer details are 
now being positively concluded.

The Future  Following our enthusiastic, stimulating and spirit inspired Mission Strategy meeting led by Revd. Richard 
Bromley, Mission Director of ICS, Nellie Salvi has coordinated the documenting of all the ideas to define the vision we have 
of our future in 5 years’ time and how we get there.  Thank you to Nellie for coordinating this.  As soon as we are certain 
that it represents all the priorities, it will be implemented in order not to lose momentum.

Too fast!  Another year has skipped by far too quickly and we give 
BIG THANKS to Tony, David and Angela Marshall, Anne Penfold and 
others. They have all generously supported us throughout the year in 
travelling to Bordeaux to lead our Services and we also thank them 
for the help they have given in many different ways.  Thank you to 
our local Service Leaders, Christine, Heather and Nellie and everyone 
who has contributed to making our Bordeaux church a very happy, 
welcoming and worshipful community.

A Christmas Welcome  We look forward to welcoming everyone to our Services and events in December and wish everyone 
a very content and happy Christmas.
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The Church 
at Bertric Burée

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosemary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15
           Ann Knight
 ML    Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
 PC     Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

Future Services
Sunday 04 December     10:30    Open Door
          16:00          Advent Carol Service      Sheila Marshall
Sunday 11 December 10:30      Advent Morning Worship   All Local Worship Leaders
Wednesday 14 December   11:00      BCP Holy Communion   Rev’d Brian Davies
Sunday 18 December 10:30      Family Service   Steve Long And Rosemary Robinson
Saturday 24 December 17:00         Open-Air Carols In The Square Steve Long
Sunday 25 December  10:30         Holy Communion    Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 01 January 10:30         New Year Prayer & Praise   Steve Long
    16:00         Evensong With Carols    Peter Robinson
Sunday 08 January 10:30         Epiphany Morning Worship  Steve  Long
Wednesday 11 January 11:00         BCP Holy Communion  Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 15 January 10:30         Open Door

(24) Eymet Temple, EymetEymet

Future Services
Sunday 04 December 10:30  Fresh Expressions    Allan Petchey
Sunday 11 December 10:30  Fresh Expressions    Allan Petchey
Thursday 15 December 18:00  Christmas Carols in Eymet Church  Rev’d Tony Lomas         
Sunday 18 December 10:30  Fresh Expressions   Rev’d Tony Lomas
Christmas Day  10:30  Fresh Expressions    Allan Petchey
Sunday 08 January 10:30  Fresh Expressions   David Albrecht
Sunday 15 January 10:30  Fresh Expressions    Rev’d Tony Lomas

We have just completed a Faith Encounters with clips from the film “The Blind Side” where we explored the themes of: 
  Facing Racism;

  What we really know about others; and 
  Being a Good Samaritan. 
This was done using biblical understanding and how we apply it in our Christian lives when we consider these questions.
Now we are in the colder and darker months we will be continuing with Zoom Bible Studies on “Prophecy fulfilled” on 
Wednesday night 19:00 - 20:30 during December.
Prayer takes place on the Temple 14:00 to 15:00 every Thursday.

‘Share and prayer’
Now that the Covid restrictions are a thing of the past, there is an opportunity to resume a share 
and prayer ministry. 
I am happy to make myself available on a Thursday morning in the Upper Room from 11.00 am 
onwards for anyone who has personal issues of any kind, in complete confidentiality. 
I can be contacted to make an appointment on 05 53 91 19 90 or brian.davies@orange.fr
With prayers and blessings,
Brian
Rev’d Brian Davies

At the time of publishing, the venue 
for the services at Bertric Burée has 
not yet been decided. Please check 

the website for more details.
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The Service on the 27th October was special for two reasons, firstly we 
celebrated Bible Sunday and secondly that Capucine’s Baptism took place. 
Capucine’s parents, Fabrice and Natalie wanted this to happen within the 
context of a Church family gathering and that Rev’d Steve Collier would be 

able to do the baptism. Steve is Vicar 
of a Church in Southend and has a 
holiday home near to Natalie and 
Fabrice (close to Chalais) and both 
families have become friends. Steve 
took a Wedding Blessing of Capucine’s 
parents several years ago!  So it was, 
in fact, special for lots of reasons, a 
delight for us to welcome Capucine and her family to Bertric Buree with their friends 
and children! 
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Ste. Nathalène
(24) East of Sarlat, Parish Church,      
                                        on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Kay Doney           kaydoney@hotmail.co.uk
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

Sunday 04 December 11:00   Prayer & Praise With Communion  Rev’d Liz Morris
Tuesday 13 December  15:00   Christmas Carol Service   Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 15th January  home worship chez Kay and Glenn Doney

We, as a church family, approach the season of Advent, moving towards such an exciting time of the year, when we 
remember the birth of our Lord Jesus as a new born baby in a stable in Bethlehem. Even though we all have our 

nativity sets with the lovely wooden stable, of course that isn’t how it really was. 
Some years ago Glenn and I were blessed 
to visit Bethlehem. Now this sacred place 
is below another large church building, 
(see photo left), and is a small cave now 
underneath the floor. Entrance is by a set of 
stairs from the church, bringing you to this 
small yet beautiful place, the place where it 
is thought Jesus was laid marked with a star 
set into the floor (second photo).

Sunday, 16 October 2022 at 11am, it was a joy to meet together to celebrate Harvest and thank the Lord for all that he gives 
us. We were blessed by Sheila Campbell who stepped in to lead our service of giving and sharing. Our readings were taken 
from Galatians 5:16-21, 5:18 & 22-25, and 1 Corinthians 12:4-13, where we explored the teachings on the Fruits of the Spirit. 

Although compared to some church families 
we are small in number, just 15 people that 
day, we enjoyed several rousing harvest 
hymns. A huge thank you to Rebecca from 
us all for leading us in the music, we couldn’t 
have done without you. It was wonderful to 
see all the gifts of food and toiletries, which 
Rosemary will be taking to Resto du Coeur 
for distribution to those that have a need at 
this challenging time. Followed by coffee 
and biscuits, and our Bring and share lunch, 
to which all were welcome to stay.

Sunday, 6 November 2022 our 11am Service of Prayer, Praise and Worship was 
led by Alexandra Billing. Our numbers, due to illness, and a little colder today, (it 
was actually warmer inside than out), were only 10, but the warmth of fellowship 
together drew us all together. Alexandra spoke on My Redeemer Lives, Job 19 23-
27. Her second passage was taken from 2 Thessalonians 2 1-5 & 13-17, clarifying 
what to expect, and finishing with Luke 20 34-38, explaining some of what we 
should expect in the future days. Our late 
summer visitors have now all returned 
home to the UK, which is always sad, but 
we are blessed by their time spent with us, 
and look forward to next year. You never 
know, some may make it for Christmas. 
Many thanks to Jeff for leading us in our 
Intercessions, and once again for Rebecca’s 
musical talent in leading us in our music. 
At least a couple of the songs were not 
so well known by most, but with a little 
practice we sang out in worship to our 

Lord. Coffee and biscuits were followed by a Bring and Share lunch, to which all 
were welcome to stay. We may have been few, but we certainly had plenty to eat!!
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Finally there will be a Bilingual Carol Service at Sainte Nathalènes Church, at 3pm on Tuesday the 13 December 2022. The 
Rev’d Tony Lomas will be leading our service, and we hope that Père Christophe will attend. There will be candles, it is quite 
dark in the church, stollen, and mulled wine/apple juice to share together at the end of the service. If you plan on attending, 
and all are welcome, please wrap up warmly, as even with the electric heaters, it is likely to be a little chilly.

Wishing you all a very enjoyable Christmas time, and a Happy New year. Being alone at Christmas is particularly hard, so can 
I urge you to consider asking a neighbour or friend to join in your celebrations, even if only for an hour: it can make all the 
difference to feel cared for.

Future Services
Sunday 11th December    10.30     Morning Praise        Rev’d Liz Morris
Tuesday 13th December  18.00 Ecumenical Service of Lessons and Carols  Rev’d Liz Morris and Pere Taillade
Sunday 25th December   10.30      Holy Communion for Christmas Day        Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 22nd January       10.30      Holy Communion           Rev’d Barrie Green
Sunday 29th  January       17.00  Choral Evensong          David Albrecht     

Please note that the Monteton Choir will also be giving a concert of Christmas music,  
“Let us Light a Candle”, in the church on Saturday 10th December at 19.00 (7.00pm), 

free entry with donations to Chaplaincy funds and charities. Reservations peps.soprano@
gmail.com  or adrian. inscoe@gmail.com.
On Sunday 30th October Revd Liz Morris led us in a service of All Souls Tide, “We look 
not to things that are seen but to things that are unseen; for things that are seen are transient 
but the things that are unseen are eternal. Today we come together to remember before God those whom we love and are now 
unseen, and to give thanks for their lives”.
We all were invited to go forward and to light a candle in memory of loved ones who had died, a beautiful sight of flickering 
light before the altar. “So long as we live, they too shall live, for they are part of us and we will remember them.” Then the 
Choir gave us Faure’s glorious, “Libera Me” from his Requiem, with Adrian Inscoe as soloist and we ended in singing the 
hymn “The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended”. Many thanks to Liz and to Richard for arranging this most special and moving 
service.
On Remembrance Sunday, 13th November, Liz again led us, this time in a service remembering those who died for their 
country. Young Trumpeter Elliott Wentworth sounded “The Last Post” and “The Reveille”, and our Scottish Airman Neil, in 
full kilt uniform regalia, marched to the altar with the RAF ensign, which, interestingly, as Neil told us, combines the design 
and colours of both the French Tricolore and the Union Jack.

Following this service, Liz conducted the Baptism of Richard Alfred (Alfie) Simper, “Faith is the gift 
of God to his people. In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling. Will you 
welcome and encourage Alfie and support him in his new life in Christ?” The congregation included 
family members and friends, many of them children, who enjoyed contributing to Liz’s sermon! It was 
a delight to all of us to take part in this very lovely family and church occasion, and to have a church 
congregation full to bursting!
Please note that at the end of January, on Sunday 29th at 17.00 (5.00pm), there will be a service of 
Choral Evensong, led by the Monteton Choir.

 Monteton     
 
Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)
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Wishing all our readers 
a very Happy and Blessed 

Christmas 
and 

a Happy and Healthy 
New Year


