
Palm Sunday 5th April 2020 Read Matthew 26.14 – 27.66 - The Dark decision of “Judas Iscariot.” 

Last week we focussed on the “Light 

decision” this week we focus on the “Dark 

decision”.  We are going to focus on 

Matthew 26:14to 16. The Dark decision of 

“Judas Iscariot.” In three verses what do we 

know? 

Iscariot is not his last name or the name of a 

town. The name Iscariot has received many 

interpretations more of less conjectural. The 

most probable is from Ish Kerioth , i.e. "man 

of Kerioth," a town in the tribe of Judah 

(Joshua 15:25). Of the life of Judas before his 

appearance in the lists of the apostles we 

know absolutely nothing. Judas’s appearance implies that he had previously declared himself a disciple. He 

was drawn, as others were, by the preaching of the Baptist, or his own Messianic hopes, or the "gracious 

words" of the new Teacher, to leave his former life and to obey the call of the Prophet of Nazareth. It is in 

some ways unsurprising that the one who held purse or box holding the money of the twelve disciples and 

stole from them (John 12:6), brazenly wanted to lock up Jesus and receive money for betrayal. It also makes 

you wonder what he actually heard when he listened to Jesus as he clearly thought nothing of theft let alone 

betrayal. 

Matthew 26:15 (See Zech. 11:12-13 for the link to this passage). It is fair to surmise that thirty pieces of silver 

being weighed out represent a good few months wages for a skilled worker at the time and was therefore a 

reasonable exchange in the mind of Judas for the life and liberty of Jesus. This was Judas’s price for a dark 

deed! 

Matthew 26:16 Judas went “looking” for an opportunity to betray Jesus. He was focussed on what he 

wanted from the deal and not on what he was being told about living life differently, focussed on God and 

eternal life. 

Judas had made a “Dark decision” about 

how he was going to live his life from this 

point onwards.  He clearly had a fixation on 

the money and as things were changing he 

wanted to get out of the discipleship thing 

with some money in his pocket.  How can 

someone who knew Jesus personally, 

walked with Him, talked with Him and eaten 

with Him just throw it all away for the sake 

of some cash? 

Jesus was giving the people around Him a 

new way to live their lives that were not 

bound up with the former ways of living or 



money.  It exposed the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. It encouraged people to show love, mercy, 

forgiveness to each other and turn to God. It exposed the fickleness of the crowd who cheered Him into 

Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  It exposed how a decision driven by personal gain or greed was a “Dark 

decision” a long way from the light of Jesus. Recognising the difference between Dark and Light cannot be 

turned into an intellectual exercise of sifting the grey for personal justification or financial gain. It is a choice 

about doing the right things at the right time no matter the circumstances or the personal gain.  During a 

period of Pandemic Governments, Companies and individuals are faced with making the right decisions not 

based on money but on what is morally right for society, families and individuals. Some have struggled more 

than others with these choices whereas many have found it easier and we pray that they may also find it a 

“blessed release” to move away from “Dark decisions” that had previously been expected to appease voters, 

shareholders,factions, finance or the current fad in today’s world. 

So as we move into Palm Sunday and recall the shouts of “Hosanna” from an excited crowd as Jesus rode 

into Jerusalem in triumph try and focus on the light decisions. Cheers that soon turned into jeers shows that 

they are not anchored in the ways of light. In our daily interactions we need to help ourselves and others 

make the right choices that remain in Him always. Amen 

 

 


