
Eymet Temple Words for 29
th

 March 2020 

based on John 11 v1 to 45 with a Focus on 

verses 8 to 11 – The Light Decision 

There must have been times when the disciples 

wondered what was going on! If you were with 

friends and one of them decided to return to the 

most dangerous place in town where you could get 

robbed or mugged, you wouldn’t want to go!  

There would be a discussion and in the end you 

would hope that common sense would prevail. 

Especially when there are a million and one 

reasons to be elsewhere such as when someone 

that is loved is sick and you’re told they’re needed.  

What Jesus is focussing on is the needs of people 

who do not know His words and have not taken them to their heart. He wants them to hear the words of light 

to help them with their journey through life without fear of stumbling. Jesus loved Lazarus and knew he was ill 

but He also knew the God ordained plan for the death and new life of Lazarus: v4 “This sickness will not end 

in death.” Jesus wanted to use His time to deliver the message and unlike the disciples he knew He had time. 

The decision to go to those who needed to hear His words, runs contrary to everything the disciples thought. 

Don’t go to a place where people are going to stone you. Do go to your friend who is likely to die. Can you 

imagine the muttering and moaning amongst the discipleship Team. What is the best decision?  The view of 

the disciples worried about His safety or the Jesus decision to bring light to others? 

The disciples were hearing Jesus but not 

listening to Jesus. God and the believer enjoy 

fellowship on the basis of walking in the light of 

God. Fellowship is maintained with God as we 

continue walking in the light He reveals to us. To 

walk in the light also involves being open, 

transparent, and honest, acknowledging any 

darkness Jesus might reveal in us. The blood of 

Jesus will cleanse us from all known sin and if 

we continue to be open to God’s pure light His 

blood will cleanse us from all unknown sin as 

well, enabling imperfect believers to walk in 

fellowship with a holy God. Freedom from sin 

(which is mentioned seventeen times in 1 John) 

is equated to walking in the pure light of God—

not simply a fleshly struggle but a desire to walk 

in fellowship with God in his light. You could say that the disciples were being given a lesson in the “light 

decision” and how Important it is to share the light that Jesus can bring to dark lives.. 

Jesus wanted to return to Judea because it was important to deliver His message of salvation irrespective of 

the cost. He wanted people to walk in His light. 

There will be many times this week that you can feel your need to be one place when circumstance places 

you somewhere else. You will read of people during the pandemic lockdown who want to be in another place 

for valid reasons but they are where they are. We need to be listening to Jesus at these times. The light 

decision is always the right decision. If you have the opportunity in your dealings with others this week talk or 

write to people about the “light decisions” they have to make just as Jesus did and remember, we need to 

make “light decisions” in our own lives too. Amen 


