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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, MAY 2019
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

Négrondes

Doudrac

SUNDAY 05 MAY
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 The Gathering meeting – Le Mouret, Condom
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
10:30 Prayer & Praise- Monteton
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion – Ste Nathalène
15:30 Bring your own Bible – Bordeaux, Grand Bon Pasteur
18:00 Evensong – Bertric Burée

WEDNESDAY 08 MAY
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 12 MAY
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion – Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes
15:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux, Grand Bon Pasteur

TUESDAY 14 MAY
11:30 Holy Communion - Envals

THURSDAY 16 MAY
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer - Limeuil

SUNDAY 19 MAY
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Morning Worship – Dondas
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Morning Worship  – Limeuil
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer – Monteton
11:00 Prayer & Praise – Sainte Nathalène
15:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux, Grand Bon Pasteur

SUNDAY 26 MAY
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion – Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes
15:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux, Grand Bon Pasteur

THURSDAY 30 MAY
10:30 Ascension Holy Communion - Monteton
11:00 Ascension Holy Communion – Condom
11:30 Holy Communion, (at the home of Chris and Deirdre 
Rankin, near Carcans)



    Spreading the Word                                                                                                                               May  2019   |    3

Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

I am writing this as Lent draws to a close and the Easter festival is just around the corner.

Quite a few of us across the Chaplaincy have been following the 40acts Stewardship 
Challenge during Lent.  A daily email informs us of the challenge for that day along with an 
inspiring story of what has been done by others in all sorts of challenging cirucmstances.  
Some of the challenges have been fairly simple to implement; others more difficult and 
quite a few of them do not, at first glance, seem relevant to our situation here in South West 
France.  However, on reflection, it is usually possible to adapt the challenge to fit our circumstances.  Some challenges 
have been to do with caring for others, some for caring for creation, some for praying for situations and people, some for 
becoming better informed about an issue and some for giving time or money to charity. 

As well as acting on the challenges as individuals, some have formed groups to discuss the challenges and consider how they 
can be implemented into the lives of our church communities.

For example the Doudrac Lent group were discussing one of the challenges, 
which was to do some cleaning for someone or maybe clean a public 
toilet.  One of our group had already, that morning, unblocked a loo for 
a neighbour, without even realising that it was the day's challenge!  Most 
of us were not sure what we could do – not having public toilets or needy 
neighbours in the vicinity.

Then we came up with the idea of springcleaning the church at Doudrac.  
I had been complaining about the state of the vestry for ages; now was my 
chance to do something about it!  So the following week a group of us spent 
a couple of hours in the church.  The men were dab hands with the hoover 
and long cobweb brush while the ladies, tidied, dusted and polished and 

took piles of out-of-date papers to the recycling bin.  An unpleasant task became a time of fellowship and laughter and there 
was great satisfaction in a job well done.  We ended the morning by having a picnic lunch in the sunshine!

I hope we have all been affected by the challenges but the question is, as Lent ends and the emails stop arriving, what will 
we do?

Firstly, it will be useful to reflect on what we have learnt or discovered or had reinforced or been reminded about?  Have our 
lives been changed for the good, and if so, how will we keep up the impetus to carry on being challenged?

The more we come to see Christ in everyone, the easier it becomes to serve others.

Jesus told us that what we do for the least of people, we do for him, and this must be our inspiration.

As Saint Teresa of Avila put it:

"Christ has no body now on earth but yours; no hands but yours; no feet but yours.  
Yours are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ must look out on the world.  
Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good.  Yours are the hands with 
which he is to bless his people".

May our 40acts challenge become a 365acts challenge!

Blessings,

Liz



 Spreading the Word                                                                                                                                  May 2019 |    4

OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT MONTETON CHURCH

What is the purpose of our Annual General Meetings and why is it so important 
for members of the Chaplaincy to attend each year? The main purpose of an 

AGM is to comply with legal requirements, such as the presentation and approval 
of the audited accounts, election of members and appointment of treasurers and 
Chaplaincy Wardens. 
This year on Saturday 13th April, Monteton Church opened its doors for the 
Chaplaincy AGM.  As some of you may recall it was the late Paddy Atkinson, her 
husband Barrie and a few friends who started the Anglican Services at Monteton 
Church over 40 years ago.  
The AGM format was changed this year by having our Holy Communion Service  
before the meeting followed by a fellowship lunch with the Service being led by 
Tony and the Reverend Liz Morris - hard to believe that our Chaplain is now 
serving his third year in Aquitaine.  The Service was vibrant along with our choir 
singing in full voice. Coffee was served at the back of the church, before everyone 

sauntered down the lane to the Salle des Fetes for the meeting. 
Our new Chaplaincy Electoral Role Officer, Ian Jameson from Bertric Buree, was on hand to make sure you had completed 
the forms which enable you to attend Chaplaincy meetings and have your say and vote.  This was the year when the 
Electoral Roll System was being updated after 6 years, so it had more relevance 
and importance. Tony opened the meeting with prayer and started with thanks 
to many across the Chaplaincy – many of those contributing voluntary time to 
make their churches work:  making special thanks to Maggie Lee for her organizing 
and secretarial skills,  to Janis Adams for her work on getting us up to date with 
Safeguarding, the Local Wardens in all of our churches, Gill Sweetman for her 
brilliance in compiling the Chaplaincy Magazine every month.  
Thanks was given to Stephen Tipton our Chaplaincy Treasurer as Tony readily 
admitted that he was very grateful for all Stephen’s support as finances were not 
his first claim to fame!  Thanks were given to each and every one of the Clergy 
team, both stipendiary and self-supporting ministry and those with Permission to 
officiate even if some are supposed to be retired! 
Then there was Amy Owensmith our Chaplaincy Administrator – her cheerful helpfulness and many hours of work that 
she contributes to the Chaplaincy as well as being one of my Communication team members! Tony reminded the members 
present that without her dedication, this Chaplaincy would not function!! We have a well-supported Chaplaincy and thanks 
were given to Nellie Salvi from Bordeaux for her work as Prayer Chain Co-ordinator who gives us wonderful prayers to 
share, along with comfort and prayer for those in need. 
Annual General Meetings are where we can hold the Chaplain and the Chaplaincy accountable and Reverend Barrie Green 
raised the discussions about the Common Fund and Archdeaconry, which are contributions required to be made by the 
Chaplaincy to the Diocese in Europe and the Archdeaconry of France. The Chaplaincy Treasurer had anticipated that there 
would be a significant rise in our allocation from €14,576 in 2017 to €17,240, in 2018. However as the Chaplain explained 
to members, as one of the largest Chaplaincies within the Diocese it was right to show our support as the Diocese train and 
appoint Ministers and Laity, help with our Safeguarding training and indirectly help smaller Chaplaincies along with the 
Diocese emergency fund.  
Elections were held to choose a new Synod Representative for the Chaplaincy and congratulations went to Tina Marshall 
(Doudrac) who was voted in by the members and will be attending her first Synod in May.  The President then chaired the 
Chap-Aid meeting in which Ian McGrory (Chancelade & Négrondes) was appointed the new Treasurer and the accounts 
were approved.  A flyer is to be circulated within the Chaplaincy in respect of due diligence with new charities, and the 
Trustees’ names will be put on the Website.  

Both meetings were followed by a brilliant fellowship lunch and it was thanks to all 
members for the lovely food that was brought.  The sun shone both inside and outside 
of the Salle des Fete where laughter and conversations carried on during the afternoon.   
Please seriously think about attending our Annual General Meetings where you can put 
forward your views and opinions to the Chaplain and the Chaplaincy as well as enjoying 
great company.  2020 is not that far away you know!!  

Sally Davies, Communications Co-ordinator
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An Unspoken Bible              Author Unknown

His name is Bill. He has wild hair, wears a T-shirt with holes in it, jeans and no shoes. This was literally his wardrobe for 
his entire four years of college. He is brilliant. Kind of esoteric and very, very bright. He became a Christian recently 

while attending college. 

Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, very conservative church. One day Bill decides to go there. He walks 
in with no shoes, jeans, his T-shirt, and wild hair. The service has already started and so Bill starts down the aisle looking 
for a seat.

The church is completely packed and he can't find a seat. By now people are really looking a bit uncomfortable, but no 
one says anything. Bill gets closer and closer and closer to the pulpit and, when he realizes there are no seats, he just 
squats down right on the carpet. (Although perfectly acceptable behavior at a college fellowship, trust me, this had never 
happened in this church before!)

By now the people are really uptight, and the tension in the air is thick. About this time, the minister realizes that from way 
at the back of the church, an Elder is slowly making his way toward Bill. Now the Elder is in his eighties, has silver-gray 
hair, and a three-piece suit. A godly man, very elegant, very dignified, very courtly. He walks with a cane and, as he starts 
walking toward this boy, everyone is saying to themselves that you can't blame him for what he's going to do. 

How can you expect a man of his age and of his background to understand some college kid on the floor? It takes a long 
time for the man to reach the boy. The church is utterly silent except for the clicking of the man's cane. 

All eyes are focused on him. You can't even hear anyone breathing. The minister can't even preach the sermon until the 
Elder does what he has to do. And now they see this elderly man drop his cane on the floor. With great difficulty he lowers 
himself and sits down next to Bill and worships with him so he won't be alone. 

Everyone chokes up with emotion. When the minister gains control, he says, "What I'm about to preach, you will never 
remember. What you have just seen, you will never forget. Be careful how you live. You may be the only Bible some people 
will ever read."

All Yours, or all of ours?

The fire at Notre Dame has brought some interesting correspondence into my in-box with 
a wide range of thoughts on how we should respond.  After St Peter’s in Rome, Notre 

Dame is possibly the most famous of all the world’s cathedrals.  I guess that we were all 
saddened and shocked when we first saw those images of the iconic building in flames.  But 
what has happened subsequently is almost as hard to believe and asks some fundamental 
questions about what these great architectural masterpieces are really for.

Church buildings in general, and cathedrals in particular, have stood for centuries as a very 
visible symbol of Christian worship in the heart of our communities.  Increasingly, however, 
they are seen less as GOD’s house than as OUR heritage.

After years of underinvestment, Notre Dame was already in desperate need of restoration.  Had repair work not been 
started, there was a very real danger that the building would have crumbled into an unstable state and would, potentially, 
have been lost.  Suddenly, however, after a few hours of dramatic TV coverage, the rich and the powerful across the world 
have decided that Notre Dame is an essential part of French and world heritage that must be saved at all costs.  

I am thrilled that Notre Dame’s future does look to have been secured, but for whose glory?  What is the purpose of such 
edifices in an increasingly secular society?  Is the desire to rebuild driven by the need for this as a national place of worship 
or is it more important as an architectural museum piece and tourist attraction?  Will we now find chapels dedicated to 
L’Oreal, Total, Apple and the like?

Especially in this Easter season, we should rejoice in the potential resurrection of Notre Dame, but most of all we must 
allow the Risen Christ to burst out into the world.  The Good News is much too good to be kept shut away in our churches, 
however beautiful and important they might be.  Let’s let people know that our great churches are only truly part of our 
heritage when we acknowledge that we are, first and foremost, God’s children.
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10 years as the Anglican Church in Condom

Our worship on the 28th of March celebrated ten years 
of our community’s presence in Condom. Despite 

the many twists and turns of parish life it was good to 
be with those, still living in Condom, who had attended 
our services from the beginning.  Likewise it was good to 
recall those who have moved on to live elsewhere and to 
give thanks for those who want to worship with us now.

The day was a wonderful coming together of those who 
helped us 
get started 
from Pau, 
those from 
the Roman 
C a t h o l i c 
community 
by whose 
generosity 
we have 
somewhere to worship, those who have created another place of meeting and 
worship in Condom, The Gathering. 

Growing together in Christ reminds us that oneness with God is not intended to be a private experience. It is not just 
an exclusive relationship with God it is a corporate one. The Archdeacon, the Venerable Meurig Williams likened the 
experience to visiting IKEA. We all share the same path and the same frustrations, no shortcuts, individuals yes but all are 
held together in the Triune of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

As we look forward to the next ten years may 
our vision be of  Oneness a place of love that is 
reflected in our lives, a place that promotes caring 
in our wider community. That we may be honest 
acknowledging that sometimes our getting it right 
gets in God’s way. Honest about our failings; we are 
still work in progress but confident that through 
our discipleship God will work through us and 
by working through us we will make a difference 
to each other and the wider community. We are 
thankful to our heavenly Father and to all those 
that have and do guide us on our path.

                                                            Michael Torne
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The highly anticipated annual tour of the award-winning UCLAN 
CHOIR is going to be a special week with the choir's return to 
Bordeaux as well as their usual concerts in the Lot and Garonne 
and Dordogne area.
Mark the dates in your diary to avoid disappointment.....
Wednesday 29th May  4pm Concert of sacred and classical music 
in St André  Cathedral, Bordeaux
Thursday 30th May: 

 11 30am Ascension Day Communion Service with choir participation in Chris 
and Deirdre Rankin's garden (near Carcans)
        12 30pm Picnic lunch (bring your own)
          2 00pm Concert in garden (mix of classical, swing and popular music)
     .......feel free to participate in some or all of this relaxed family day .
             ....... no charge but donations welcome for wine/soft drinks (to be divided between 
Church funds and Choir expenses.                                
For directions please contact Jennifer (see below) or Deirdre Rankin (deirdre.rankin@
orange.fr)
Friday 31st May    19 30 Concert of sacred and classical music in Dévillac church (near 
Villeréal 47)
Saturday 1st June  19 30 Concert of popular, swing and classical music under the market 
hall in Villeréal (47)                               
(Also look out for the choir in the Villeréal market in the morning....!)
Sunday 2nd June 11 00 am Holy Communion service with choir participation Doudrac 
Church (near Villeréal 47) 
 16 00 Concert of sacred and classical music in the Abbey St Avit Sénieur (Dordogne)
There is no entry charge for any of the concerts but donations are welcome.....
For more details please contact  jenniferbearcroft@hotmail.com   07 88 96 60 18/ 06 73 77 31 48

Joy

A 92-year-old man, short, very 
well-presented, who took great 

care of his appearance, was moving 
into an old people’s home one day. 
His wife of 70 years had recently 
died, and he was obliged to leave his 
home. After waiting several hours in 
the retirement home lobby, he gently 
smiled as I told him his room was 
ready. As he slowly walked to the 
elevator, using his cane, I described 
his small room to him, including 
the sheet hung at the window, which 
served as a curtain.

"I like it very much", he said, with 
the enthusiasm of an eight-year-old 
boy who had just been given a new 
puppy. 

"Sir, you haven’t even seen the room 
yet. Hang on a moment, we are 
almost there."

"That has nothing to do with it," he 
replied. "Happiness is something I 
choose in advance. Whether or not 
I like the room does not depend on 
the furniture, or the decor – rather it 
depends on how I decide to see it. It 
is already decided in my mind that I 
like my room. It is a decision I make 
every morning when I wake up. 

"I can choose. I can spend my day in 
bed enumerating all the difficulties 
that I have with the parts of my 
body that no longer work very well, 
or I can get up and give thanks to 
heaven for those parts that are still 
in working order. Every day is a gift, 
and as long as I can open my eyes, I 
will focus on the new day, and all the 
happy memories that I have made 
during my life. 

"Old age is like a bank account. You 
withdraw in later life what you have 
deposited along the way. "

For a moment, I thought about the 
old man's words, and it all made 
sense. He made me realize that in life, 
we have to deposit all the happiness 
we can in our bank account of 
memories. Like this, we will always 
have a trove of them to cherish.

Stanley F.
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History
Construction of the Notre-Dame in Paris's Île de la Cité began under the reign of Louis VII in 1163.
The first stone of the gothic building was laid in the presence of Pope Alexander III but construction wasn't completed until 
1345.
Since its completion, the building has been the scene of numerous historic events.
In 1431, England's Henry VI was crowned king of France inside the cathedral.
It was also the scene of Napoleon Bonaparte's coronation as emperor in 1804.
Joan of Arc was beatified in the cathedral and world leaders attended memorial services for former French presidents 
Charles de Gaulle and François Mitterrand there.

Has it suffered previous damage?
The building was badly damaged during the French Revolution in the 1790s, when mobs and revolutionaries looted the 
interior.
During this time, statues of biblical figures there were beheaded.
Historian Robert Tombs told the BBC that during the Paris Commune revolution in 1871 some "radical anti-clericals" tried 
to set the building on fire but were stopped by local people.
"As there would have been no effective firefighting had the building caught fire, we might expect it to have been damaged 
even worse than now," he said.
The cathedral also survived the two world wars largely unscathed.

A place in literature
Victor Hugo's 1831 novel The Hunchback of Notre-Dame cemented the cathedral's place in popular culture.

The book, which has since been turned into a Disney film, 
highlighted the poor condition the cathedral was in. This helped 
to prompt major restoration works in the mid-19th Century.

Mr Tombs said the novel "made the cathedral itself a character, and 
made it internationally famous".

Musical contributions
Notre-Dame's school of composers has played a notable role in the 
birth of modern Western music.

During the 12th and 13th centuries, they are credited with leading 
the development of polyphonic, or multi-part, compositions.

The Telegraph 16th April 2019

Paris's beloved Notre-Dame cathedral has 
been one of the French capital's most famous 

landmarks since it was built 850 years ago.

Notre-Dame, which translates in English as "Our 
Lady", has played a role in key moments of history 
and captured the imagination of people around the 
world, drawing an estimated 13 million visitors a 
year.

A major symbol of the Catholic faith, the cathedral 
also contains revered relics, including the Crown of 
Thorns, which is said to have been worn by Jesus 
before the Crucifixion.

But on Monday, 15th April  the main spire and roof 
of the building collapsed in a huge fire. 

Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris

photo: Connexion

East facade of Notre-Dame in the 1860s.
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Time to 
smile......

Chaplaincy 
of Aquitaine     

Women’s Autumn 
Retreat                                                                                      

Abbaye d’Echourgnac   
October 18th -20th 

2019
Exploring the 

Spirituality of the 
Desert Mothers  

‘Come and join us for 
a peaceful weekend 
in the beautiful 
surroundings of 
the Abbaye d’ 
Echourgnac. Together we will share in fellowship and setting time aside 
for renewal & restoration. We will hear stories and insights from the Desert 
Mothers; remarkable spiritual women known as “ammas”, who chose to live in 
the wilderness in the 4th and 5th centuries, devoting themselves to lives of prayer 
and contemplation.  As we journey with the Desert Mothers & each other, we 
will explore  different ways  to  enrich our everyday lives.

The retreat will be led by: Rev’d Canon Elaine Labourel, Amanda Allchorn and     
Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan. 

The cost of the retreat is 140€ To make a booking please contact Amy, chapaq.
office@gmail.com or 06 07 04 07 77

If you would like more details please contact Charlotte, charlottesullivan66@
gmail.com or 06 83 08 59 67

The Bridge
A man walking along a California 
beach was deep in prayer. All of 
a sudden he said out loud, "Lord, 
grant me one wish." Suddenly the 
sky clouded above his head, and 
in a booming voice the Lord said, 
"Because you have TRIED to be 
faithful to me in all ways, I will grant 
you one wish." The man said, "Build 
a bridge to Hawaii so I can drive 
over anytime I want to." 

The Lord said, "Your request is very 
materialistic. Think of the logistics 
of that kind of undertaking. The 
supports required to reach the 
bottom of the Pacific! The concrete 
and steel it would take! I can do it, 
but it is hard for me to justify your 
desire for worldly things. Take a 
little more time and think of another 
wish, a wish you think would honor 
and glorify me." 

The man thought about it for a long 
time. Finally he said, "Lord, I wish 
that I could understand women. I 
want to know how they feel inside, 
what they are thinking when they 
give me the silent treatment, why 
they cry, what they mean when they 
say 'nothing,' and how I can make a 
woman truly happy." 

After a few minutes God said, "You 
want two or four lanes on that 
bridge?"

“I slept in church becasuse I’m striving 
to be more like God and on the seventh 

day he rested.”

ONE FOOT IN FRONT OF THE OTHER
On Sunday 5th May I will be doing a 6 mile (10km) run and Richard will be 
doing a 13 mile (21km) walk on the beautiful Suffolk coast, organised by a local 
Rotary Club.

Any Euros we raise will be donated to 
Chap Aid charities, so if anyone would 
like to sponsor us, we would of course be 
delighted!
(Sterling sponsorship will be going to 
Prostate Cancer UK).

Cheques can be sent to us at:    Maison Neuve, Eyrenville,  24560 Plaisance.
Prayers for strong legs and stamina will also be valued!
Many thanks.
Liz and Richard Morris
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`My lady`s fair pew has been strewn 
full gay with primroses, cowslips 
and violets sweet with mints, with 
marigolds and marjoram`                

Thomas Haywood

Legend has it that King Hades of 
the Underworld, on one of his 

visits to earth fell in love with the 
nymph Menthe.   When his wife, 
Queen Persephone found out, she 
was angry and turned the fair nymph 
into a mint plant.   There are many 
varieties of this plant, but common 
mint or mentha is one of my 
favourite herbs.   Smells of summer 
days – echoes of childhood meals of 
lamb and mint sauce, warmth and 
security.   

Perennial herbs are at their best in 
May.   Freeze sprigs of marjoram, 
parsley, thyme, tarragon and mint 
in tight lidded jars for winter use.   
Using mint with spices gives food 
a sultry, mysterious, eastern touch.   
Blitz a good handful of mint, a pinch 
of cumin seeds, 4 cloves of garlic and 
the juice of 2 lemons and spread the 
mixture over lamb before roasting.   

Mix 2tsp harissa paste, 2tbs yogurt, 
3tbs olive oil and a handful of 
chopped mint to a fine paste and 
spread over chicken legs and thighs, 
these are good either grilled or 
barbecued.   Surprisingly fish is good 
with mint.   Again blitz a good pinch 

of saffron, a handful of mint, 3tbs 
white wine and seasoning together 
and marinate fish for an hour or 
so.   Red Mullet is ideal, then grill or 
barbecue.

Try this mint and fresh fruit starter 
on a sunny day.   You will need 
2 eating apples and 2 ripe pears 
chopped up with the skin on.   Add 
2 oranges, some green grapes and a 
few strawberries and the juice of half 
a lemon.   

Finally after all this food, mint 
makes a wonderful tisane to ease 
indigestion.   3tbs  fresh mint to one 
cup of boiling water.   Let it stand 
and then strain.

Asparagus is food for the gods.   They 
say that when the French start picking 
currants they stop cutting asparagus, 
this is  midsummer.   When you buy 
your asparagus make sure you know 
where it has come from, it is a shaky 
traveller.   Before cooking always 
peel the very thick stalks.   Place in 
boiling water making sure the stalks 
boil and the tips steam, so cover the 
pan with a foil dome to keep steam 
from escaping.   Serve with melted 
butter or sauce hollandaise.   

The Belgians like eating their 
asparagus dipped into soft boiled 
eggs to which butter has been added 
– Asperges a la  Fontenelle.    

Try an asparagus tart for supper.   
Bake a pastry case blind and  add 

May with Mint and a little Asparagus with Frances Pengelly

cooked asparagus (pre-steam for 
5 minutes).   Arrange over pastry 
base, then mix 3 fresh beaten eggs, 
200ml single cream together with 
seasoning, and  pour over asparagus  
and top with a generous amount 
of parmesan cheese.   Cook for 40 
minutes or until firm, serve warm.

I remember my mother made the 
most delicious asparagus sandwiches 
for her sunny vicarage tea parties 
under the lime trees.   Brown bread 
cut as thin as lace, spread with soft 
butter,  was rolled round tender 
green asparagus.    The vicarage was 
haunted, but the supernatural goings 
on did not affect the growth of this 
delicious and versatile vegetable.
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Around theDiocese:

~

Spiritual Directors
Bishop Robert has blessed and 
commissioned the new Spiritual Directors 
at a Eucharist at St. Columba’s House, 
Woking, that marked the conclusion of 
the Spiritual Direction course. 
The facilitators for the course were the 
Revd. Canon John Newsome, Diocesan 
Adviser for Spirituality, the Revd. Dr. 
Mark Godson, former Director of the 
London Centre for Spirituality and now 
parish priest in Hereford Diocese and the 

On 26th of March 2019 at Palazzo Chigi the Treaty (Intesa) between 
the Republic of Italy and the Associazione Chiesa d’Inghilterra 
“ACDI” (which represents the Church of England in Italy) was signed.

This is an immensely important milestone towards the full legal 
recognition of the chaplaincies and congregations in Italy.

The signing ceremony also served as an occasion to offer our deep 
thanks to the those, who over the past thirteen years, gave freely and 
generously of their professional time and talent.

Revd. Canon Ulla Monberg, Diocesan Director of Ministerial Development.
The background for the course stems from the considerable interest in the Ministry of Spiritual Direction by both lay people 
and clergy in the Diocese in Europe. Furthermore, the spiritual directors already engaged in this ministry in the Diocese 
were receiving more requests than they could meet.
As a response to this situation, and in accordance with the aims of the Diocesan Strategy, the first Course on Spiritual 
Direction was completed in 2016. 
Pictured above is the group of new Spiritual Directors in the Diocese in Europe who have trained for this ministry for nearly 
three years. The group consists of both lay and ordained men and women who have come together to train at residential 
sessions from across the Diocese.
Ed: you can see our own Rev. David Marshall back row, second left.

You can read more about this at: 
https://europe.anglican.org/main/latest-news/post/1472-church-of-england-in-italy-signs-treaty-with-republic-of-italy

Chrism Eucharist 2019 - Brussels
In his Chrism Eucharist in Brussels 
Bishop Robert reflects on the techno-
logical and political contexts for lead-
ing Christian communities in Europe 
in 2019.
You can read and listen to his address 
here:
https://europe.anglican.org/main/
latest-news/post/1473-chrism-eucharist-
2019-brussels

~
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Do you know who your 
Ancestors were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes to Chaplaincy 
Funds, Gill will research your ancestors and 
then provide you with a report and a family 

tree. 
Or why not make it a special gift for a 

relative?   
For more information speak to Gill Sweetman 

on 05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

The Power of Prayer!

Do you receive the Chaplaincy’s Prayer 
Chain each week?  

If not, do ask your local co-ordinator if 
you could receive a copy each week. 
We all know how the power of prayer 
can help people in need in so many 

different ways.
You’ll find your co-ordinator’s contact 
information under your sector heading.

It’s the one labelled PC.

across the Chaplaincy.   Why not join in!!

More details of these events can be found on the relevant sector’s page. 

Saturday 4th May         Coffee and Cakes, 10h-12h, chez Ecketts (47)
           Ceildh evening, 19h Le Coux salle des fetes (24)
Sunday 5th May          Open Garden, chez Pengelly, Saint Vincent sur l’Isle (24)
Sunday 12th May          Open Garden, chez Pengelly, Saint Vincent sur l’Isle (24)
Sunday 26th May           St Puy May Day fund raiser for Tread, Condom (32)
Wednesday 29th May         UCLAN choir 16h Bordeaux
Thursday 30th May              UCLAN choir  14h chez Rankin, near Carcans
Friday 31st May                    UCLAN choir  19.30h Dévillac church (near Villeréal 47)
Saturday 1st June                 UCLAN choir  19.30h Villeréal
Sunday 2nd June                  UCLAN choir Doudrac (11 am), Abbey St Avit Sénieur (16h) 
Wednesday 5th June   Strawberry Tea, chez Liz Oaten, Saint Vincent sur l’Isle (24)
Wednesday 12th June   Puzzles and Pasta 19h  Le Coux salle des fetes (24)
Wednesday 26th June   Men’s breakfast 9.30h chez Sweetman, Bouillac (24)
Friday 12th July     Friday Night is Music Night 19h  Bayac (24)
Friday 19th July      Curry Evening, chez Brook 
Wednesday 24th July   Dan Jones concert 15h  Limeuil Church

Support for English speaking 
dementia sufferers in the Dordogne

L’Association France Alzheimer 
Dordogne

2 rue Emille Counord 24100 Bergerac

Tel: 05 53 27 30 34

Mail: alzheimer.dordogne@orange.fr

Website: www.francealzheimer-dordogne.org

Please visit this site and find out
how you can support the 

Chaplaincy when you are making purchases online.

There is a huge number of UK retailers involved
with this scheme and it doesn’t 

cost you a penny more than you would be paying in any case.

The retailers involved make a donation to the Chaplaincy, 
through easyfundraising,

in line with the amount of money you have spent.

How about your 2019 holiday ?
These qualify as well, just check that your supplier is registered and 

follow the routine set out by easyfundraising.
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

May Services
Sunday 05 May  11:00  Prayer & Praise with Communion Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 19 May  11:00  Prayer & Praise    Dave Wilton

New Dawn – Nepal  Update from Jennie Waterman.
My teaching trip to the Mission School in Nepal is going to be during the first 3 weeks of July.

Concerning the recent storm, I have just heard again from Pastor Krishna. The storm swept through a region about 120 kms 
south of Kathmandu. The Mission School was not affected. He said that, thankfully, none of their sister churches had been 
hit by the storm. However, one ‘Partnership Pastor’, Nima Tamang, had his Church and house destroyed. Krishna’s Church 
in Kathmandu are collecting rice, clothes and some funds, to send to the victims of the affected area. Some other churches 
were affected, but he said that no Christian died. Apparently, over 100,000 people have been affected by this storm and its 
aftermath.

I send you our warmest wishes, and ask you to keep the Mission School work in prayer. I will send out an up-date nearer the 
time of my departure. The students are doing very well, so far. Thanks for your loyal support. With love, Jennie

7th April Tony lead our 
Communion service. It was lovely 
to have Mark and Amanda and 
the Watt family with us. We sang 
Happy Birthday to Hannah who 
was 18 on the 9th April.  Lunch 
was enjoyed outside - most of us 
kept our coats on! 

 

21st April    We had a well attended service lead by Sheila. There were guests from USA, Australia and Netherlands. There 
was a technical hitch but Sheila managed very well with an altered order of service.  The cross brings us to repentance and 
gives us new life. After our new birth we are being transformed from selfishness to loving others, even our enemies. Jesus 
knew the kind of love that hurts. Let us be passionate, not tepid about our faith. There is no other religion where God has 

come to earth. Jesus prepared the foundation and we are his body who are to build his 
church. We are to go and tell others, shine his light in the darkness, reach out to those 
in need, on our doorstep and further afield.  We are to trust God in all things. We have 
a choice - we choose the peace and joy that Jesus made possible. He has opened up an 
abundant life for us on earth and into the horizons beyond. 

It was lovely to see that the blue window has been repaired and others are in the process. 
There are also grills up to protect the windows now.  The rain held off for our lunch 
together. 

We are Easter people living in a Good Friday world. Let us live life as victors not victims, 
remembering that we are living under a better covenant. In Christ we are more than 
conquerors. Let us be world overcomers. Glory to God.
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The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosmary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15 
ML     Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC      Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

May Services
Sunday 05 May   10:30  Service of the Word  Trevor Hodgkiss
     18:00  Evensong    Sheila Marshall 
Wed 08 May    11:00  BCP Holy Communion Rev’d Brian Davies
Sunday 12 May   10:30  Holy Communion   Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 19 May   10:30  Holy Communion   Rev’d Andy Horlock
Sunday 26 May   10:30  Family Service 

A Bring-and-Share lunch follows this service, in the Upper Room.
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.

Please join us for tea and proper coffee across the road in the Upper Room after the Sunday morning services

The Book Barn, with its immense stock of reasonably-pricedsecond-hand books, 
is open after each morning service– it’s next to the Upper Room

The Bertric Burée Randonée group were out in force a month 
earlier than usual this year due to the forecast of wonderful 
weather in February. 
We started the season in the Aubeterre area with lunch outside 
at Cupcakes.  Jane and Trevor gave twenty-one of us a super 
meal, after we had walked in the area in perfect weather. 
Last month we had the first official walk which saw us setting off 
from La Calice in Verteillac to enjoy a 6k stroll in the surround-
ing country, rounded off with an excellent lunch back at La 
Calice. A great start to our walking season.
Our next walk is scheduled for 2nd May, when we will look 
forward to welcoming our ‘swallows’ back amongst us and hope-
fully new friends will join us along the way.  
Just contact jakimoorhouse@aol.com for information.

Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW 
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML Marion L’Estrange        marian82condom@gmail.com 
PC Irene Birt           05 62 28 80 97

May Service
Thursday 30th May  11:00  Ascension Holy Communion Rev’d Robin Nash
  
The God of Desert Places
A blustery March day, a fast-moving sky-scape and clumps of waving daffodils greeted us as we approached Michael and 
Sue Torne’s house in the Gers countryside for an Ash Wednesday devotion in the company of other parishioners in the 
Condom chaplaincy.

After coffee, we all withdrew to a sitting room where we sat in a circle as Michael, our lay preacher, set out his plan for the 
time of reflexion.

“We use this time today to remind us to turn to God and give thanks, knowing that God forgives us, even us. By knowing we are 
forgiven, Lent becomes a joyful season, not one of drudgery and sacrifice. Jesus already made the ultimate sacrifice.”
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Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09

May services
Sunday 12 May   10:30   Holy Communion    Negrondes Rev’d Barrie Green
Sunday 19 May   10:30   Holy Communion    Chancelade Rev’d Robin Nash
Sunday 26 May   10:30   Family Service         Negrondes Sheila Marshall

Easter Day was on 21 April this year. Trust you all enjoyed this wonderful festival of reflection, sorrow and Joy.

When I was  young I used to check the Golden Numbers Table to see if my birthday would ever fall on Easter Day.   I can 
remember birthdays on Good Friday and Maundy Thursday in my life, but hitting the jackpot for Easter Day was not very 
often.   In chronology the position of a solar or calendar year within the 19 year Metonic Cycle (q.v.) after which the phases 
of the moon recur on the same dates.   The sequence of golden numbers, used in fixing the date of Easter, begins at one at 
each year in which the new moon occurs on January 1.  (eg. 1995 and 2014).   This is difficult stuff and you have to have a 
super human mind to understand it.   However I do know that I became fascinated with these tables, and boring sermons 
passed me by. 

Golden, yes, this time of year is full of yellow and gold.   Easter shines through as the most important event in the Christian

A beautifully produced booklet took us through a time of prayer, of listening as biblical and poetical texts were read in turn 
by everybody, and music was played at appropriate intervals. We received the mark of the cross in ashes from each other, 
and it seemed, to me, at least, that the aura of peace and unity in the room was palpable.

 “Love and live what you can do.
 God is calling you.
 Go now into the desert places where God calls you to go,
 and be what God calls you to be.”
We concluded our time of worship with the grace.
“Let us go in peace and take hold of the life that really is life.”

Together we shared a lunch of soup, cheese and pâté, chatted, laughed, and then went our various ways. Very many thanks 
to Michael for his sensitive leadership, and to Sue for her unfailing hospitality.   

Caroline Herbert
Ed: with apologies to Caroline for the above piece being omitted from the previous magazine.

Our Easter service in the sweet little Chapel of Notre Dame de Pietat was beautifully delivered by Rev Tony Lomas.  Tony 
spoke of Mary Magdeleine finding the tomb empty and Jesus gone. It occurred to me perhaps his mother Mary might have 
been the first to arrive. Then I suddenly remembered a boy called Alex. 
At the age of 5 Alex developed an inoperable brain problem which left him in a cabbage like state after only 6 weeks - Alex 
lived until he was 15 with many of us helping to massage his limbs day after day.   One morning I awoke to see a  beautiful 
shining cherub hovering close to the window where I was sleeping alone. The beautiful cherub leant towards my window 
and kissed the window pane then disappeared.   When I saw my husband he told me that sadly Alex had just passed away!  
It was Alex I saw in his new form of that I am sure.   Alex’s sister, when told my story, said to her mother “Why didn’t he 
appear to me?” My answer was that as I wasn’t a blood relative i could tell the story more objectively which was true. 
To my mind this is why it was Mary Magdalene and not Mary his mother who beheld Jesus. 
Comments invited!

Forthcoming at N D Pietat
Sunday 26th May  St Puy May Day fund raiser for Tread. 
Thursday 30th May Ascension Day Holy Communion Rev Robin Nash
Sunday 9th June Pentecost morning worship with Communion led by Michael Torne
Thursday 27th June Holy Communion led by the Chaplain. 
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and Orthodox Calendar.   The churches are filled with divine yellow and gold flowers.   The vestments of the priests gold, 
as is the altar frontal.   Yellow flowers bloom in the meadows and gardens, it is their turn to be first in the year long rota of 
colours, followed by blue, red, pink and finally purple. A joy to behold.

Gosh where is the time going! Spring has certainly sprung, the trees as  I look out of the window are getting their filigree 
covering of lime green lace so delicate before they are fully unfurled. It makes us all come out from our winter hideaways 
and be eager to stretch out in the warmer sunshine.

Easter celebrations began thoughtfully at the home of Patrick Sturges where he and Chris Benson led us in contemplation 
of what and where Jesus had to suffer the very next day, Good Friday. This Good Friday was a time of prayer and reflection 
at Negrondes. How can we begin to know how He felt that day, fear, pain, sorrow and so much more, and All for us. What 
a gift, what grace and love the Father has for his creation, for mankind, all of mankind. 

Our  well attended Easter Service at Chancelade ably led by Ven. Chris Sims, a time of 
heartfelt joy , the stone is rolled away,  He is Risen , Thanks Be To God !

Our sewing girls have been busy and although progress is steady and slow the work 
produced is looking good. Our next meeting will be Tuesday 21st May Chez Brook 
10.00am. New comers always welcome .  Call 0553525091

In the afternoon some of our fellowship shall be 
reading from the Bible in Perigueux  At the Voix de 
La Bible, we have volunteers from both Chancelade 
and Negrondes that shall be on reading duty.

 

Events
Recently the church fellowship met together to discuss our way forward, social, fund raising events and the like. We are not 
a huge number but are fortunate to have a faithful and willing crew, readers, coffee servers, those who lead prayers and so 
on. 

By popular request the STRAWBERRY TEA is back on the agenda, 
make a note in your diaries for the 5th June Chez Elizabeth Oaten. 
Be sure to book your place. A treat not to be missed.

A CURRY EVENING on 19th July to hot things up a bit will be held Chez Brook All 
are welcome to both these events and we hope for a good number and convivial time 
together.

We as a group have decided to have our RED BUCKET at each service, at the ready to receive your loose 
change or folding bills.  Whatever goes in this bucket will be to help towards topping up the emergency 
fund for the various disasters that seem to come round all too frequently, local or global.

While talking about money don’t forget the coffee etc so graciously served by Irene, Frances and Alexandra 
is 50 centimes.

Summer is just around the corner, the garden is in need of attention, weeds popping up all over the place, 
Frances at St Vincent sur L’Isle  is busy doing her bit as gardener as she and Bernie shall have their garden open on the 5th 
and 12th May.This is in aid of Everest, this is a French charity to aid children with cancer.  Do go and have a look it's lovely 
and her chickens are a delight to watch.

Jesus like a mother hen gathers us up under His wings and will keep us safe, teach us about life and how to live, so let us live 
the life he designed for us and share it with others.

With blessings to all.
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Monteton     

 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

May Services
Sunday 5th May         10.30    Prayer and Praise                  David Tervet
Sunday 12th May       10.30    Holy Communion (said)       Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 19th May       10.30    Morning Prayer                      Rev’d Louise Courtney
Sunday 26th May       10.30    Holy Communion                   Rev’d Liz Morris
Thursday 30th May    10:30    Ascension Holy Communion  Rev’d Louise Courtney

The series of Lenten Lunches ended on 4th April, with Revd Barrie Green leading us in a service of Holy Communion 
following the Prayers and Meditation led by Ainsley. Many thanks to Norma and Leslie for opening their home to us 

for these lunches and for providing the delicious soup and cheese sustenance. (Please see the photos)

We brought our Lenten contemplations to a near close in the afternoon of Sunday 7th April with a concert of sacred music 
“From Darkness to Light” by The Becket Consort, a choir of professional singers associated with Norwich and Canterbury 
Cathedrals. This had been most kindly arranged for us by visiting members of our choir, Peps and Adrian Inscoe, who have 
a holiday home nearby. They both and with son William, are members of the Consort and their older son George, who is 
organist at Norwich, is Director and Conductor of the Consort. It was a very moving experience to hear this ‘Cathedral 
sound‘ filling the beautiful little parish church of Notre Dame at Monteton, perhaps an echo of an earlier era for the 
Commune. The programme was mostly a cappella, with magnificent polyphonic 
versions of works from the 16th century to more modern times including Tallis, 
Victoria, Handel, Elgar and Lauridsen. Few in the congregation will forget the spine-
tingling introductory piece, “Magnificat Octavi toni” by David Wood, the exquisite 
Handel duet “As steals the morn” and the two organ solos, Dubois’ “Fiat Lux” and 
Widor’s “Toccata”, where George Inscoe really exploited our recently acquired organ 
to the full! We are enormously grateful to the Consort, and especially to the Inscoe 
family, for giving so generously of their time and their talents in this way. It was 
good to meet them all afterwards for the Vin d’honneur, and to return baby Albert, 
who had behaved impeccably throughout, to his Alto singing father and mother! 
In all, we raised 1000 euros to be divided between the Chaplaincy and its charities. 

With the Chaplaincy AGM taking place at Monteton this year on 13th April,  before the meeting Tony, our Chaplain, led us 
in a joyous service of Holy Communion, the choir giving us as an anthem, Elgar’s setting of “Ave Verum”. We were blessed 
with beautiful weather for this important Chaplaincy gathering which took place in the Salle des Fetes near the church. 
Many, many thanks to Sally and to Norma who did the bulk of the organisation at Monteton, including the Bring and Share 

lunch, and especially to Liz and Richard Morris for the setting up of tables etc in the Salle.  
Please do read the report on page 4.

Revd Louise Courtney led us in our celebration of the beginning of Holy Week on Palm 
Sunday when, in the April sunshine, we processed through the village behind Leslie 
Eckett, our Crucifer, waving our palms as we sang, then into the church for the Eucharist.

It was very good to welcome Bramwell and Jennifer Bearcroft back to Monteton, to lead 
us in our observance of Maundy Thursday with a dignified and peaceful service of Holy 
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Communion. Roger and Jane Williams are also back with us and Greg and Angela Andrews, so, with a boosted choir we 
were able to sing Purcell’s solemn anthem “Thou knowest Lord”. 

Easter Day at Monteton was celebrated with a joy-filled service of Holy Communion led by Revd Barrie Green. It was also a 
feast of sacred and choral music led by Marjorie and the choir, plus the talents of oboist Jane Davison who, with her husband 
Michael, has recently moved to France. The two of them are also members of the choir, Jane as alto and Michael bass. 

The choir gave us James Gibb’s glorious “Introit for Easter Day” with its 
peal-of-bells Alleluyas, Jane accompanied the singing of the Sanctus and 
Benedictus and later she and Marjorie played and sang a beautiful baroque 
Postlude, Vivaldi’s “Domine Deus”. For the Anthem the choir (plus Barrie) 
sang Handel’s uplifting “Since by Man came Death” from the Messiah. All 
of this with Roger Williams on the organ accompanying the Easter hymns, 
including “I am the bread of life” with its rousing refrain of “and I will raise 
him up…… on the last day”!  

In his very thought-provoking 
sermon, Barrie pointed out 
the deliberate change he had 
made to the traditional Gospel 

reading of The Resurrection of Jesus, giving us instead the later part of Luke 
Chapter 24, “The walk to Emmaus”. This is where Jesus appears as a walking 
companion to the disciples but they do not recognise him until the evening 
when he is at table with them and breaks bread, “Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognised him: and he vanished from their sight. They said to each 
other “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the 
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”  Barrie related this to the kind 
of life-changing experiences most of us have during our lives, whether it be a 
cataclysmic local or world event or something more personal such as the death of a much-loved family member or friend 
and where, as a result, nothing is ever the same again.

The next Coffee and Cakes gathering at the Eckett’s will take place on Saturday 4th May 10.00 – 12.00 noon. Do come 
along and enjoy the fellowship these two hours affords, as well as all the home-made refreshments! As ever, let Norma know 
if you are coming on 05 53 93 53 86. For some time now proceeds from this event have been going to the local branch of 
Secours Populaire de France, for which the organisers are extremely grateful.

Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
 Jill Little   05 53 28 36 15 
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Vicki Swaine  05 24 10 60 08

May Services
Sunday 05 May   10:30  Prayer & Praise  David Albrecht
Sunday 12 May   10:30  Holy Communion Rev'd Bramwell Bearcroft
Thursday 16 May   10:30  BCP Morning Prayer  Anne Penfold
Sunday 19 May   10:30  Morning Worship  Anne Penfold
Sunday 26 May   10:30  Holy Communion  Rev'd Bramwell Bearcroft (followed by a bring and share lunch)

Book of Common Prayer Service
Once a month on a Thursday we have a traditional BCP service for those people 
who enjoy this tradition or who are unable to come to a Sunday morning service.  
Following discussions with Tony our Chaplain who regularly leads this service, we 
have decided to hold a bible study afterwards which we hope will encourage more 
people to attend this service, and enable people to benefit from an opportunity to 
study the bible.  The first opportunity for this to take place is Thursday 20th June.
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Stewardship campaign
Together with Tony we are planning to hold a stewardship campaign month in July.  This will maximise our opportunity to 
reach all our congregation, both the regulars and those who just come for six months.  This will be a time of regular teaching 
around the subject of giving both financially and of time and talents.

Anne Penfold kindly offered to host a dinner organised by Ian Strachan on the subject 
of ‘Island hopping.’  Twenty people largely from our own congregation gathered on 
a Wednesday night to enjoy a wonderful 3 course meal.  Between each course we all 
took turns in describing an island either that we had visited or knew well and we all 
learnt a lot about islands around the world both exotic and those closer to home.  The 
evening raised €620 towards chaplaincy funds which was a wonderful result.

Lent courses
Our fellowship group has been studying God’s Big Picture by Vaughn Williams which traces the storyline of the bible.  It has 
been extremely  helpful to have an overview of the bible and to be able to see how the different parts of the bible fit together.  
Many of us also signed up to the 40 Acts Stewardship Campaign which encouraged us all to complete 40 acts of generosity 
to others over the period of Lent.  The aim is to continue to be a good neighbour even though Lent is over.

Easter services
This year we held four services over the Easter period. The first was Palm Sunday kindly led by Rev. Bramwell Bearcroft, 
recently returned from Portugal.  We then had a Maundy Thursday service led by Rev. Tony Lomas which included the 
symbolic washing of feet.  

On Easter Saturday we had 
an evening Prayer Vigil 
service which included 
lighting a brazier outside the 
church.  From the brazier 
the Paschal Candle was lit 
and from that our individual 
candles which we all carried 
back into church.  

Our Ste. Catherine’s Singers 
serenaded us with ‘It is well with my soul’ on 
Palm Sunday, with ‘Were you there when I 
crucified my Lord’ at the Prayer Vigil and on 
Easter Sunday with ‘ Love Crucified, Arose’.  
Thanks go to all those who participated and 
organised the singing.  

The service on Easter Sunday morning 
was again led by Rev’d Bearcroft and we 
welcomed plenty of visitors and children who 

came to worship the Risen Lord with us.  Many thanks to Jennifer Bearcroft for helping with the 
Sunday School - she came well prepared and the children made little boxes which they filled with 
tiny Easter eggs to share with the congregation (though some were more reluctant to share than 
others!).  After the service many of the congregation shared a meal at a local restaurant which made a super finale to our 
Easter celebrations.
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Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac    
  

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Dave Lee                 drl4747@gmail.comjust off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  

on D245 north-east of Agen 
Envals

St Médard

May Services
Sunday 5 May  11:00 Holy Communion Doudrac Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft
Tuesday 14 May 11:30 Holy Communion Envals  Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 19 May 10:30 Morning Worship Dondas Rev’d Liz Morris

DOUDRAC
On Sunday 7th April, Rev Liz Morris led our service of Holy Communion. Our Intercessions began with a minute’s meditation 
followed by prayers to reflect upon for this season of Lent. The theme of Rev Liz’s sermon was learning and doing.  There were 
thirty six attendees who all received Communion. After the service we enjoyed coffee in the Salles des Fetes.
The following service was Prayers at the Cross on Good Friday led by Rev Bramwell Bearcroft. The scripture readings were chosen 
from the King James Bible as excerpts from Handel’s ‘Messiah’ were played between each reading. The King James would have 
been the translation for that period.
Easter Day: 
As people arrived and passed the Salles des Fetes to enter the church, they were met with the smell of a roast dinner being 
prepared for our Easter meal to be enjoyed after the service. Weather-wise, it was not the sunny day we were promised, but 
inside the church the warmth and light were truly evident.  The 11am Holy Communion service, led by Rev Louise Courtney, 

opened with the joyous hymn of ‘Jesus Christ is Risen today’. This was followed 
by the Peace.  The readings were full of promise as, indeed, was the sermon on 
the Resurrection; ‘No despair – Christ is Risen. Alleluia.’  After Communion, a 
small choir sang “Deo Dicamus Gratias’ by Victor C. Johnson. There were forty 
eight attendees including a number of children, 
and thirty six communicants. We finished with the 
congregational favourite, ‘Thine Be the Glory’.
After the service we assembled in the Salles des 
Fetes to celebrate Easter together with great food 
and fellowship. We are most grateful for all those 
involved in preparations for the service and the 
splendid meal.

Lent studies
A number of us met during Lent to discuss the ’40 Acts’, an Anglican study which arrived daily by email setting out a number of 
challenges for the day.  We discussed together each week how we were able to respond to these tasks and decided to do something 
together.
Armed with buckets, mops, and various cleaning materials, we gave Doudrac church a good spring clean – we even got our pianist 
doing the vacuuming!  It was a beautiful day, so after work we sat on the grass and had a picnic lunch.

DONDAS
On Good Friday, as Dondas church has a full set of Stations of the Cross, Revd Liz Morris again led us in a service based on the 
Stations which those who attended found very thought-provoking.
The calendar meant that again this year Easter Day fell on the third Sunday of the month, 
so we were delighted to welcome Revd Liz Morris to celebrate our eucharist, with Marilyn 
Morrow to accompany our singing of the Easter hymns.  The service was followed by a Bring 
and Share lunch in the Mairie Annexe across the road, organised by the Ste Antoine Home 
Group, which was a welcome chance for fellowship, and all the hard work which had gone into 
the organisation was much appreciated by those who were able to stay.
Our next service, on Sunday, 19 May at 10.30am, will be Morning Worship which will be led 
by Revd Liz Morris

ST MEDARD   Palm Sunday April 14th 2019
While our numbers were few, and the church rather cold, the atmosphere was warm, as led by the Revd Elizabeth Morris, we 
joined together to remember the Lord’s entry into Jerusalem.
Thank you to Peter, Alex and Sara, for the dramatized narration of the Palm Sunday Gospel, bringing it alive.
The next service in St Medard will be the 23rd June 2019.



    Spreading the Word                                                                                                                               May  2019   |    21

Bordeaux   

CW    Heather Gardiner         07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson               05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10  69 17  
      Nellie Salvi                     05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78
ML    Heather Gardiner         07 87 71 92 52  
PC     Christine Rychlewski   06 81 85 72 97

May Services
Services will be at 15.30 Chapel of Le Grand Bon Pasteur, Rue de L’École Normale 33200 Bordeaux
Sunday  5 May    All Age Worship    Christine Rychlewski
Sunday 12 May   Family Communion   Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 19 May   Family Communion   Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan 
Sunday 26 May   All Age Worship   David Albrecht

Violette Barrau RIP
Our friend Madame Violette Barrau was laid to rest on the 2nd April at the Roman Catholic 
Church of Ste. Geneviève in Bordeaux.
If we were quite a few from the Anglican Church it was because she was one of our very faithful 
parishoners !
In the 1970’s, she came to St. Nicholas Church knowing there was a weekly meeting of the 
Women’s Guild.  Mrs Flora Perris, who spoke fluent french, welcomed Mme Barrau who wished 
to come and help and wanted to learn English. She was fascinated by England and the Queen ! 
She was born in 1926 the same year as Her Majesty.
She became a regular member of our church community, not missing many services, although 
she didn’t understand everything that was said…
She was, one might say, quite a character. However, she was a marvellous helper when needed: 
at sales, especially for Christmas, always present at sponsored walks, made piles of pancakes….
She married and had two daughters: Isabelle and Violaine. They used to come to Pessac during 
the school holidays to speak and learn a bit more English with Mrs. Perris.   Mme Barrau wanted her 
daughters to travel, to learn different langages, to ride horses, to be independent.  She was also a keen gardener and had a 
small property outside  Bordeaux where she used to do amazing things like build a bridge over an artificial river that she 
had made !! It was quite attractive when finished.  She could repair anything and always had extraordinary ideas but they 
worked !!!!
She stayed as long as she could in her house but had to go in a Home a few months ago where she passed away on the 28th 
March.    She will be missed.           Freda Perris

The story of Reza Sarafrazi- Iranian – aged 23.
Reza left Iran on a flight to Paris on 26 July 2018. When asked why, Reza replied,  “I want to follow Jesus.” Reza had to escape 
Iran because if he stayed he would be put to death because of his desire to be a Christian.

When he was about 20 years old  - Reza met a girl (Punar) who was a Christian because of her mother who is Armenian. 
Reza asked her about Jesus and wanted to go to Church with her but she refused because this would be dangerous. In Iran 
only people who are already Christians are allowed to go to Church – where there are security cameras to check who is 
there. He looked up Christian matters on the Internet. Finally Punar and her mother invited him to their Church, which 
he attended once.  

Reza had been in Germany in April 2017 for the Table Football World Cup as a competitor for the Iranian team - whilst in 
Germany he looked for information about Christianity.and was introduced to Jehovah’s Witnesses and took a copy of “The 
Watchtower” back to Iran. On 7 June 2018 he took it into the University  to show it to Punar but she was not there that day. 
Later that day he went to the Table Football club on the other side of Tehran. He accepted a lift from an acquaintance on 
a motor bike that did not have number plates. They got lost and noticed a demonstration and tried to drive past it but the 
police (who were dealing with unrest in the demonstration) stopped them  and pushed them against a wall, swearing at 
them, then arrested them – locking their hands behind their backs diagonally. The police did not believe their story.. At the 
police station the police confiscated their belongings and found the copy of the Watchtower and assumed Reza had been 
handing it out. The policeman smacked Reza across his face many times. (It is a crime in Iran to hand out  any non Muslim 
literature.) Reza was crying and told them that he was reading this magazine for himself – this is also forbidden. He was 
locked in a cell with no windows, no furniture, no water and no toilet. Then they put a hood over his head, tied his hands 
behind his back, put him in a car and drove for about 2 hours to another place. When they took off the hood (leaving his 
hands tied) he was in a cellar-like room with no windows and 2 men were sitting on a bench with Reza’s papers on a table. 

Mme Barrau on her 
90th birthday
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One of the men interrogated him trying to make him say things that were not true. “This man punished me very hard.” Reza 
was beaten up –they hit and kicked his eyes and his face, he thought he was going to die.  They left him alone, bleeding, 
bruised and in pain. He was dazed and confused. They then took him (hooded and hand-tied) back to the police office 
where a soldier took pity on Reza, gave him water and phoned Reza’s family. Reza remained in custody for a further few 
days. Reza’s father asked the help of a friend who has police contacts and met with the president of police who said that if 
Reza went in front of a Judge no mercy would be shown and without doubt he would be killed. Reza’s Dad had to pay money 
to make sure Reza could leave Iran. He was allowed to go home but he could not visit a doctor for his wounds nor leave his 
home. Reza’s father paid a people smuggler who obtained a visa for France. Reza already had a passport because of sporting 
trips abroad. He managed to leave Iran for Paris on 26 July 2018.  

Reza journeyed from Paris to Germany where he learned to speak German, joined a Lutheran Church and met with other 
Christians – his faith blossomed. He was sent to live in Halberstadt in an official residence for Asylum seekers and joined 
another church where in January 2019 he was baptised. On 14th February this year at 4.30 am 5 police came to his room in 
his accommodation and gave him 10 minutes to pack his belongings, took him on a bus 
to Berlin airport (a 3 hour journey) He was taken from the bus to offices in the airport 
with 4 police holding his arms.  He was interviewed and told he had to go to France. 
They explained that he was there because of the Dublin Regulation (when he left Iran 
he came at first to France and then went to Germany and had to return to France for 
processing.) He was flown to Bordeaux in a plane with a 4 police escort.

When he arrived in Bordeaux Reza had only 2 Euros – he was 
given accommodation by the authorities for 5 days and then 
he had to fend for himself. He was out in the street and was 
planning to be with other refugees sleeping rough. A German 
friend called Caroline paid for a hotel room for Reza for 10 
days and she also looked online and found the Anglican Church 
in Bordeaux. Reza came there during this time. He is fully engaged in all proper processes and 
has been issued with temporary French residency. Since his first service at the Bordeaux Anglican 
Church Reza has lived with members of the Church, has engaged with the congregation attending 
all Church services and Bible Studies, playing an active part in worship and other Church. He is a 
very vibrant young Christian growing in faith daily.  

Reza will have an interview in Paris at OPFRA – the body who will decide whether he will be given 
Refugee status. Currently he has residency until January 2020.

Please pray for Reza and all Iranian Christians who have suffered persecution in Iran and fear that if they return there that 
they will be killed because conversion to Christianity from Islam is punishable by death.

Heather Gardiner

Holy Week
Bordeaux will produce an account of the whole of Holy week for the next magazine – meanwhile here are some photos. 
Children’s hands are over their faces for safeguarding reasons!

Reza having fun

Reza at Church on Maundy Thursday

Good Friday vigil

Youth Group 

Children’s class 
on Palm Sunday

Washing little feet
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The Gathering, Le Mouret, Condom, Gers
Sunday 05 May - 10:30 The Gathering Meeting

Easter Day
‘If you had invited us to come to a church service today (Easter) we would never have accepted.’ But they did accept an 

invitation to a home by people who had befriended them and whom they 
trusted and they were bowled over by what they found as they entered in to 
the joy and meaning of the occasion. We met at La Taste, where we have held 
our Carols by Candlelight evenings.

Easter is not a sentimental or comfortable message to explain as Christmas 
is. It was a challenge to think how to talk about sin and forgiveness, what it 
meant that Jesus died for us and what was accomplished through the cross 
and resurrection, and its meaning for us today. A lot of prayer had gone into 
our preparation.

We spent 50 minutes sharing the message of Easter through word, song, 
readings and testimony and then had an hour for apéro and conversation as the tables were set up for lunch. At the table we 
began the meal by breaking bread together; we passed round the bread and wine explaining that they could just pass it on 
to the next person if they wished. It was a very special moment and everyone seemed very comfortable. We then enjoyed 
lamb, pommes dauphinoise and vegetables. I can only speak for my table, but the conversation was open about the message 
and how they were understanding ‘church’ very differently, not like the church they remembered or imagined. This was real 
and it impacted their lives. One person said to me ‘You are all so joyful and welcoming’ and was clearly touched.

People just didn’t want to go 
home and it was after 5pm 
before the last left and then 
we had to clear up! Our team 
were exhausted but full of 
excitement. For me, this has 
to have been one of the most 
meaningful Easter Days I’ve 
experienced.

This is the heart of our vision for The Gathering, to draw others in who would never step into a church or who have been 
wounded by an experience in the past. Our challenge is how we build on this.

Angela Marshall 

Eymet Temple
May Services
Sundays 05, 12, 19, 26 May - 10:30 Fresh Expressions

Palm Sunday
You can see from our coats and sunglasses that it was a cool but sunny 
Palm Sunday in Eymet Centre Square. Yet from our smiles, see that the 
warmth of the Holy Spirit was with us as we sang Hosanna accompanied 
by Ros on Guitar and Judith on Violin, before processing to La Temple. 
One of the great things about Eymet as a place of worship is that we do 
get seen by people! Standing around us in the square were small groups of 
curious onlookers, regarding our public witness to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hallelujah! 

In La Temple, with the door wide open as is the tradition at Eymet Fresh 
Expressions, we sang heartfelt praise and worship songs, spoke psalms, 
prayed and reflected on the Gospel reading from Luke whilst Rev. Tony 

reminded us of the arduous journey our Lord took from Jericho, through Bethany to Jerusalem. How blessed we are to have 
such a central place of worship and have public witness available to us as we humbly attempt to share our faith. Hallelujah!
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplain: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan  05 56 40 05 12    06 83 08 59 67   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 0788 966018    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Hazel Door  rev.hazel@wanadoo.fr 06 74 72 89 05
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89  my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Nellie Salvi  05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78   contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    Revd Dan Langdon-Griffiths   www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau:  Revd Robert Dennis  http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html


