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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES,DECEMBER 2019
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

SUNDAY 01 DECEMBER
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 The Gathering Meeting – Condom, Le Mouret
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion – Sainte Nathalène
15:00 Advent Concert - Limeuil
15:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
16:00 Advent Carols – Bertric Burée

FRIDAY 06 DECEMBER
18:00 Christmas Carol Service – Ribérac church

SUNDAY 08 DECEMBER
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion - Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion – Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes
11:00 Christmas Carol Service – Doudrac, Lot et Garonne
15:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux

TUESDAY 10 DECEMBER
18:00 Christmas Carol Service – Monteton

WEDNESDAY 11 DECEMBER
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
18:30 Christmas Carol Service – Dondas

SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER
12:00 Christmas Lunch and Carols – Envals, Lot et Garonne
16:00 Christmas Carol Service - Chancelade

SUNDAY 15 DECEMBER
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Holy Communion – Dondas
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer – Monteton
16:00 Christmas Carol Service – Bordeaux, Eglise Notre Dame
17:00 Christmas Carol Service  – Limeuil
18:00 Carols by Candlelight – La Taste, near La Sauvetat (Gers)

MONDAY 16 DECEMBER
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Sainte Nathalène

THURSDAY 19 DECEMBER
10:30 BCP Holy Communion – Limeuil
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom

FRIDAY 20 DECEMBER
18:00 Christmas Carol Service – Négrondes
18:30 Christmas Carol Service - St Médard, Lot et 
Garonne

SUNDAY 22 DECEMBER
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion – Monteton
10:30 Family Communion – Négrondes
15:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux
16:00 Christmas Carol Service – Bertric Burée

TUESDAY 24 DECEMBER (Christmas Eve)
16:00 Holy Communion – Monteton
22:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil

WEDNESDAY 25 DECEMBER (Christmas Day)
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion - Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Family Communion – Limeuil
11:00 Holy Communion - Doudrac

SUNDAY 29 DECEMBER
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Bertric Burée
10:30 Joint Protestant Communion – Eymet Temple
10:30 Morning Worship – Limeuil
15:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
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Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

Lest We Forget 

I am sure that throughout the pages 
of this month’s magazine there will 

be reports from the Remembrance 
Day Services held in the Chaplaincy. 

Our service in Bordeaux was held 
at St Pierre, a beautiful church in 
central Bordeaux, and was sensitively 
led by our Chaplain, Tony.

I was in the UK for the Remembrance 
weekend, in Catterick Garrison, 
North Yorkshire. 

It was so very chilly! Catterick 
Garrison is a military town, home 
to thousands of British Soldiers 
including my son, Luke.  I was there 
for his passing out parade, a proud 
moment for any parent. 

It would not have been my chosen 
career for one of my children, the 
threat of war feels so imminent at 
times, and any parent’s instinct is to 
want to keep their child safe. 

However, I couldn’t help but be 
impressed by the change in him, 
from someone who by their own 
admission had “lost their way” 
to a soldier, standing tall with 
confidence, surety and hope for a 
brighter future. 

Being a military town, one of 
things you couldn’t forget was that 

Remembrance Sunday was just a few 
days away. Streets and roundabouts 
were covered in poppies.  Restaurants 
and hotels covered in little white 
flags, with “Lest We Forget” printed 
on them alongside the silhouette of a 
soldier leaning over a cross. 

The local shops were no different, 
yes there were poppies and the 
"Lest We forget” flags but they were 
surrounded by displays of bright 
boxes containing fireworks (now 
heavily discounted!) on one side 
and shelves of glittery Christmas 
decorations and gifts on the other.

It struck me that given all this 
imagery, the people of Catterick 
Garrison were unlikely to forget any 
of the above events but neither were 
they being given the opportunity to 
simply  Stop, Pause and Remember. 

Is this a symptom of our modern 
age that we can’t just simply 
commemorate one event before 
having our senses bombarded with 
advertising for the next calendar 
event or holiday? 

The season of Advent is a time when 
we are called to stop, pause and 
remember. It is a time of patience, 
and anticipation as we wait for the 
birth of the Christ Child, but also 
a time to quietly remember God’s 
provision and blessing in the past 
year and our hopes for the year 
ahead. 

The difficult task for every Christian, 
myself included, is to make space 
for this in a month that is the very 
busiest in our church and family 
lives! 

In our bible study group in Bordeaux, 
we are currently studying the book 
“Advent of The Savior” by Cindy 
Bunch. Six sessions that can be used 
in a group or for individual study. 

Last week, we looked at various 
suggestions on how to find a few 

minutes each day to stop, pause, and 
remember as we journey through 
Advent.

I won’t list them because I’m sure 
that for each of us this quiet time of 
reflection looks different, but I do 
think the rewards of being able to 
put time aside each day will help us 
to keep our minds and our bodies 
rested and even help us cope with 
other stresses that the season brings! 

My own way of preparing each 
year is to treat myself to an Advent 
book, as well as an Advent calendar, 
(although, this year a very kind 
member of the congregation has 
already bought me one, oh, how well 
you know me, my friends!)  

For my book this year I chose 
something which is not seasonal, but 
which has nonetheless inspired me 
and I highly recommend it to you. 

“The Story 
of Paul” 
by Trevor 
Galpin is a 
book which 
unfolds the 
conversion 
of the 
A p o s t l e 
Paul and 
his early 
missionary 
j o u r n e y s . 

If you have ever struggled with the 
language and the meaning of Paul’s 
letter to the Galatians then this is 
the book for you!  It is not a heavy 
theological tome, it’s just something 
to encourage you to ‘Stop’, sit down 
on the sofa and take a ‘Pause’ in 
the midst of your busy day to 
‘Remember’ those early missionaries 
and the struggle of the early church. 

However you find time to stop, 
pause, remember, this Advent may 
you be very blessed.

Charlotte xx
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Advent

Advent, which begins the Church’s liturgical year, begins on Sunday, 
December 1 and encompasses the four Sundays and weekdays leading up 

to the celebration of Christmas.   The Advent season is a time of preparation for 
our hearts and minds for the anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas. The 
use of the wreath and candles during Advent are a longstanding tradition that 
was originally adopted by Christians in the Middle Ages as part of their spiritual 
preparation for Christmas.

The wreath and candles are full of symbolism tied to the Christmas season. The 
wreath itself, which is made of various evergreens, signifies continuous life. The 
circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of 
God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life we find in Christ.

Even the individual evergreens that make up the wreath have their own meanings 
that can be adapted to our faith. The laurel signifies victory over persecution and 
suffering. The pine, holly, and yew signify immortality and the cedar signifies 
strength and healing. The pine cones that decorate the wreath symbolize life 
and resurrection. The wreath as a whole is meant to remind us of both the 
immortality of our souls and God’s promise of everlasting life to us through 
Christ.

The candles also have their own special significance. The four candles represent 
the four weeks of Advent, and one candle is lit each Sunday. Three of the candles 
are purple because the color violet is a liturgical color that signifies a time of 
prayer, penance, and sacrifice.

The first candle, which is purple, symbolizes hope. It is sometimes called the 
“Prophecy Candle” in remembrance of the prophets, especially Isaiah, who 
foretold the birth of Christ. It represents the expectation felt in anticipation of 
the coming Messiah.

The second candle, also purple, represents faith. It is called the “Bethlehem 
Candle” as a reminder of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.

The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It is called the “Shepard’s Candle,” 
and is pink because rose is a liturgical color for joy. The third Sunday of Advent is 
Gaudete Sunday and is meant to remind us of the joy that the world experienced 
at the birth of Jesus, as well as the joy that the faithful have reached the midpoint 
of Advent.

On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final purple candle to mark the final 
week of prayer and penance as we wait for the birth of our Savior. This final 
candle, the “Angel’s Candle,” symbolizes peace. It reminds us of the message of 
the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”

The white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and lit on Christmas Eve. 
This candle is called the “Christ Candle” and represents the life of Christ. The 
color white is for purity—because Christ is our sinless, pure Savior.

Christa Rooks

From your Editor

The last issue of 
2019 already!  
Where does the 
time go?  I do 
hope you have 
enjoyed reading 
the magazine 

throughout the year and I look 
forward to giving you plenty of 
interesting information in 2020. I’d 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of you who have contributed 
items whether occasionally or on a 
regular basis.  You are what makes 
the magazine so a very big THANK 
YOU!

A very busy month is ahead for us 
all I’m sure. I’ve certainly got lots 
of singing to do with two concerts, 
three visits to care homes (always 
so worthwhile), the Carol service at 
Limeuil of course plus all the other 
Christmas services.  Hope I’ve got 
some voice left by Christmas Day!

A quick note for those of you who 
receive this magazine by post to let 
you know that your January issue 
will be with you rather later than 
usual as the printers don’t reopen 
until 6th January.  The email edition 
though should be out in time for 1st 
January. 

I hope you all have a very happy and 
blessed Christmas.

Love Gill 
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If you look for me at Christmas you 
won’t need a special star

I’m no longer just in Bethlehem, I’m 
right there where you are.

You may not be aware of me amid 
the celebrations

You’ll have to look beyond the store 
and all its decorations.

But if you take a moment from your 
list of things to do and listen to your 

heart 

You’ll find I’m waiting there for you.

You’re the one I want to be with

You’re the reason why I came

And  you’ll find me in the stillness as 
I’m whispering your name.

Prayers for Christmas

God grant you the light of 
Christmas,

which is faith;
the warmth of Christmas,

which is purity;
the righteousness of Christmas,

which is justice;
the belief in Christmas,

which is truth;
the all of Christmas,

which is Christ?

God give you blessings at Christmas 
time;

Stars for your darkness, sun for your 
day, 

Light on the path as you search for 
the Way,

And a mountain to climb. 
God grant you courage this coming 

year, 
Fruit for your striving, friends if you 

roam,
Joy in your labor, love in your home, 

And a summit to clear.

 Our Saviour’s birth
The Holy One of virgin birth,

From realms of glory came to earth
No human voice was heard to sing
Of him who came to conquer sin.

Yet Heaven burst with glorious song
He comes your Saviour promised long.

Heaven’s bells ring out to tell,
Christ comes to conquer death and hell.

In wintry stable, cold, forlorn,
The Holy Son of God is born,
At Bethlehem in winter’s cold,
As the prophets had foretold.

The palace of the King was dark that night,
Yet humble shepherds saw the glorious sight.

Though man by men despised on earth,
God chose to show Messiah’s birth.

Wise men travelled from afar,
Guided by the Saviour’s star.

The Holy Son of God they sought,
Gold, frankincense and myrrh they brought.

Precious oil of frankincense,
His Holiness so pure, intense,

The gold was for this Royal King
Myrrh against his burying.

Christ’s love those Christmas angels knew
Oh that we may know it too!

That Holy child, now in glory reigns above.
Holy, Risen, Glorious King, fill our hearts with Christmas love.

Over two thousand years have come and gone since that first Christmas Day. Yet 
the Christmas message has lost nothing of its power to cheer the human heart 
or give eternal hope to all those who see in the babe of Bethlehem the Holy Son 
of God.

Of course Christmas is a time of joy and the giving of gifts to those we love. How 
wonderful then to know that the baby Jesus is God’s gift to us. The gospel of John 
tells us so:
‘God so loved the whole world [that includes me and you] that he gave us his only 
son that all who believe in believe in Jesus will have eternal life.’  John 3, v. 16

We remember too that the Babe of Bethlehem would become the ‘Man of Calvary’. 
At Bethlehem God gave us Jesus, at Calvary Jesus gave us his love, his life, his 
very soul. He died on a cross to give us the gift of eternal life, our sins forgiven, 
and the love and peace of God in our hearts. The gift of God in Christ to us is 
beyond price, beyond our imagining. 

May everyone open their hearts to our saviour’s gift this Christmas time. May He 
truly be our ‘Emmanuel’.
Remember that Christ isn’t just for Christmas.
HE IS FOR EVER AND EVER AMEN!

Brian Jellyman



 Spreading the Word                                                                                                                        December 2019 |    6

Which part of the Bible means most to you?  

I have been studying Ecclesiastes which I have found most interesting.  Through Solomon we are given an insight into 
the world in which we live.  Interestingly, throughout the majority of the chapters he enlightens us on our world.  How 

many people are living meaningless lives.  Doing the daily grind, talking the same talk, going round and round.  What is the 
purpose.  Life is meaningless.  But is it?  If God is, then, “No!,” life becomes an adventure, one never knows what will happen 
next.  Each day is different and has meaning, because we are in the world, but not part of it.  Our horizons are focussed on 
God.

The contents of this book, when studied, help us to understand what life is like without God, and how much we need God.  
It also supplies us with information to ask none Christians “what is the meaning of your life?”  Is it a constant battle?  Are 
you doing the same things over and over?  Take Christmas, is it a constant worry re money, presents, card writing, keeping 
up with the latest gadget? 

Christmas for a Christian can and should be peaceful, reflective, amazing, most of all we have been given the gift of 
unconditional love, we do not have to be wrapped up in all the pressures of the world’s idea of Christmas.   We do not have 
to bow down to commercialism.  We can write an Email or telephone family, friends, neighbours, we do not have to write 
cards to wish those we love a Happy Christmas.  We show our love by giving time to them.  We do not have to buy expensive 
presents (which the receiver might not want) to show our love.  Our love can be shown in action, sharing our Christmas 
with people who are on their own, or far from their families.  Our gift is not expensive, it is the gift of love.  The money saved 
can be given to help others less fortunate to have a Happy Christmas, too!

We are challenged by Our Lord, to learn to love unconditionally, too!  So our love costs nothing in materialism, but costs 
dearly in being willing to go that extra mile for others. We must be willing to live life according to Christ’s teaching.  Give 
without counting the cost, love without selecting whom.  Where would we be without God?

Finally, we have Jesus to show us the way, through His teachings in the Gospels, and the rest of the Books in the New 
Testament give us the gift of the Holy Spirit and God in action in our lives - A God of love who fulfills His promise to be 
with us always.             
               Sheila Campbell
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THE TABLECLOTH - A 
Beautiful story.....  makes you 
understand that things happen for a 
reason .

The brand new pastor and his 
wife, newly assigned  to their 

first ministry, to reopen a church 
in suburban Brooklyn, arrived in 
early October excited about their 
opportunities. When they saw their 
church, it was very run down and 
needed much work. They set a goal 
to have everything done in time to 
have their first service on Christmas 
Eve.

They worked hard, repairing pews, 
plastering walls, painting, etc., and 
on December 18 were ahead of 
schedule and just about finished. 

On December 19 a terrible tempest - 
a driving  rainstorm - hit the area and 
lasted for two days.   On the 21st, the 
pastor went over to the church. His 
heart sank when he saw that the roof 
hadleaked, causing a large area of 
plaster about 20 feet by 8 feet to fall 
off the front wall  of the  sanctuary 
just behind the pulpit, beginning 
about head high.

The pastor cleaned up the mess on 
the floor,  and not knowing what else 
to do but postpone the Christmas 
Eve service, headed home.   

On the way he noticed that a local 
business was having a flea market 
type sale for charity, so he stopped 
in. One of the items was a beautiful,   
handmade, ivory colored, crocheted 
tablecloth   with exquisite work, fine 
colors and a Cross embroidered right 
in the center. It was just the right size 
to cover the hole in the front wall. 
He bought it and headed back to the 
church.

By this time it had started to snow. 
An older woman running from the 
opposite direction was trying to 
catch the bus. She missed it. The 

pastor invited her to wait in the 
warm church for the next bus 45 
minutes later.

She sat in a pew and paid no attention 
to the pastor while he got a ladder, 
hangers, etc., to put up the tablecloth 
as a wall tapestry. The pastor could 
hardly believe how beautiful it 
looked and it covered up the entire 
problem area.

Then he noticed the woman walking 
down the center aisle. Her face was 
like a sheet. "Pastor,"she asked, 
"where did you get that tablecloth?" 

The pastor explained. The woman 
asked him to check the lower right 
corner to see if the initials 'EBG' 
were crocheted into it there. They 
were. These were the initials of the 

woman, and she had 
made this tablecloth 35 
years before, in Austria.

The woman could 
hardly believe it as the 
pastor told how he had 

just gotten "The Tablecloth". The 
woman explained that before the 
war she and her husband were well-
to-do people in Austria. When the 
Nazis came, she was forced to leave.  
Her husband was going to follow 
her the next week. He was captured, 
sent to prison and she never saw her 
husband or her home again.

The pastor wanted to give her the 
tablecloth; but she made the pastor 
keep it for the church.

The pastor insisted on driving her 
home. That was the least he could do. 
She lived on the other side of Staten 
Island and was only in Brooklyn for 
the day for a housecleaning job.

What a wonderful service they had 
on Christmas  Eve. The church was 
almost full. The music and the  spirit 
were great. At the end of the service, 
the pastor and his wife greeted 
everyone at the door  and many said 
that they would return.

One older man, whom the pastor 
recognized   from the neighborhood, 
continued to sit in one of the pews 
and stare, and the pastor wondered 
why he  wasn't leaving.

The man asked him where he got the 
tablecloth on the front wall because 
it was identical to one that his wife 
had made years ago when they lived 
in Austria before the war and how 
could there be two tablecloths so 
much alike?

He told the pastor how the Nazis 
came, how he forced his wife to flee 
for her safety and he was supposed 
to follow her, but he was arrested 
andput in a prison. He never saw his 
wife or his home again in all the 35 
years between.

The pastor asked him if he would 
allow him to take him for a little 
ride. They drove to Staten Island and 
to the same house where the pastor   
had taken the woman three days 
earlier.

He helped the man climb the three 
flights of stairs to the woman's 
apartment, knocked on the door 
and he saw the greatest Christmas 
reunion he could ever imagine.

True story - submitted by Pastor Rob 
Reid   

Date for your Diary!

Chaplaincy & Chap-Aid AGMs 
2020 will be on Saturday 

4th April 2020 at Doudrac.  
We hope you can be there! 
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Have you got a favourite 
Carol?
According to Classic FM these are 
the favourites from December 2018.  
Is yours amongst them or did they 
miss something??

O Holy Night
Silent Night

In the bleak midwinter
O come all ye faithful

It came upon the midnight clear
Hark the Herald

O come, O come Emmanuel
Coventry Carol

O little town of Bethlehem
In dulci jubilo
Once in Royal

God rest ye merry gentlemen
Joy to the world

Away in a manger
Shepherd’s Pipe carol

Sussex Carol
We Three Kings

Holly and the Ivy
Gaudete

Angels from the Realms
First Nowell

Santa lives at the North Pole. 
JESUS is everywhere. 

Santa rides in a sleigh 
JESUS rides on the wind and walks on the water. 

Santa comes but once a year 
JESUS is an ever present help.      

Santa fills your stockings with goodies 
JESUS supplies all your needs.    

Santa comes down your chimney uninvited 
JESUS stands at your door and knocks.. and then enters your heart.    

You have to stand in line to see Santa 
JESUS is as close as the mention of His name.       

Santa lets you sit on his lap 
JESUS lets you rest in His arms.      

Santa doesn't know your name, all he can say is "Hi little boy or girl, What's 
your name?" 
JESUS knew our name before we did.Not only does He know our name, He 
knows our address too.He knows our history and future and He even knows 
how many hairs are on our heads.        

Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly 
JESUS has a heart full of love.        

All Santa can offer is HO HO HO 
JESUS offers health, help and hope.    

Santa says "You better not cry" 
JESUS says "Cast all your cares on me for I care for you.        

Santa's little helpers make toys 
JESUS makes new life, mends wounded hearts, repairs broken homes and builds 
mansions. 

Santa may make you chuckle but 
JESUS gives you joy that is your strength.       

While Santa puts gifts under your tree 
JESUS became our gift and died on the tree.      

It's obvious there is really no comparison. 
We need to remember WHO Christmas is all about. 
We need to put Christ back in Christmas. 
Jesus is still the reason for the season. 
Yes, Jesus is better, he is even better than Santa Claus!
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December Cooking                                                                         
 with Frances Pengelly

Of all the months in the year 
I find the December article 

the most difficult to write.   To be 
truthful I’m not a lover of festivities.   
The older you get the harder it 
is to deal with.  I’m sure that I am 
not alone.   The Health Secretary a 
while ago gave a colossal figure of 
age related loneliness in parts of 
Europe.   Cold, illness, poverty and 
loss of interest in life are part of the 
cause, but the breakdown of the 
family structure must account for 
some of it.  The fact that Christmas 
appears in the middle of winter does 
not help either.   I would say that 
Christmas spent alone is one of the 
horrors of the modern age.  In the 
past Grandparents were the hub of 
Christmas.   As small children we 
loved having them with us, it added 
excitement to our festivities.  The 
more round the table the better as 
far as we were concerned.   Life has 
changed a little since then.   Houses 
are smaller and accommodation 
limited for families.    Life for parents 
is stressful and lived to a timetable.   
So there is really no room at the inn 
for the elderly.    

It was Pope Julius 1, a 4th century 
pope who chose the date of the 
celebration of the birth of Christ.   
The scene at Bethlehem is believed 
to have taken place in the spring, 
but there was already a midwinter 
festival which had taken place for 
thousands of years.   This was known 
as Saturnalia or Yule placed round 
the winter solstice.  It was based 
on the return of the sun.  This was 
a time of renewal, strengthening 
bonds between family and friends, 
a time of feasting, drinking and 

most of all venerating the Green 
Man, a legendry pagan deity, whose 
face appears in many churches and 
cathedrals in Europe, surrounded by 

leaves, fruit and flowers, who dances 
his way through the festivities of 
the old year, and promises the new 
green growth and abundant harvest 
for the next.  So the Christian festival 
of Christmas took over Yuletide or 
Saturnalia, but midwinter green 
decorations and jollities continued.          
In the kitchen we are busy making 
plans and shopping for the great days 
ahead.   The choice of food is almost 
obscene.  Like the past revellers, 
nothing matters, for that special day 
we shall eat what we like.   

In ‘Christmas at Chainmail Hall’ 
by the poet Thomas Love Peacock, 
he gives us some idea of revellers 
food.  ‘The boar’s head garnished 
with rosemary, with a citron in his 
mouth, led the van.  Then came the 
tureens of plum-porridge; a series of 
turkeys, and in the midst of them, an 
enormous sausage, which it required 
two men to carry.   Then came geese 
and capons, tongues and hams, the 
ancient glory of Christmas pie; a 
gigantic plum pudding, a pyramid 
of minced pies, and a baron of beef 
bringing up the rear.   |Ale and wine 
flowed in abundance.   The dinner 
passed off merrily;   the old harper 
playing all the while the oldest music 
in his repertory’.

I thought this recipe for lemon 
chutney looked interesting,   Very 
simple.  Chop very small the rinds of 
450g lemons, save the juice.   Chop 4 
medium onions and 115g raisins and 
sultanas, and 25g chillies as small as 
you can.   Mix altogether with lemon 

juice and 850ml vinegar.   Let it stand 
for a couple of hours. Then put in a 
pan and simmer until thick.   

Spiced pickled Figs:  350g granulated 
sugar,  200ml red wine vinegar, 
120ml water, 3 cloves, 2 cinnamon 
sticks, 3 crushed cardamom pods, 
salt.   Boil ingredients in a pan for 
15 minutes.   Place clean 700g figs, 
into two jars, pour over the pickling 
liquid.   Cool before closing jars.   

Finally a recipe for olive chutney 
from the Narbonne area. 250g finely 
chopped onions, ½tsp salt, 250g 
stoned and chopped black and green 
olives, 100g raisins, 100g chopped 
dates, ½tsp ground ginger, cayenne 
pepper, 150g chopped deseeded 
tomatoes, 2-3 tbs olive oil, 600ml 
cider vinegar, 300g brown sugar.   
Soften onions in salt and olive 
oil for 20 minutes, add fruit and 
spices, cook for 10 minutes then add 
tomatoes and vinegar.  Simmer until 
chutney thickens.  

All good presents for friends.  Happy 
Christmas.
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Green Faith is an an international, multi-faith initiative focused on changing 
personal consumption habits as one response to the #ClimateEmergency. Their 
mission is to help people to focus on the changes that have the biggest impact: 
transport, diet, and home energy use.

They are encouraging people to host community events to discuss these issues 
together, called "Living the Change". Here is a link:

https://livingthechange.net/time?link_id=5&can_id=499370120af8
e6cb88b5879ed18a8b47&source=email-living-the-change&email_
referrer=email_658382___subject_857176&email_subject=living-the-change  

Green Faith - Faithful choices for a flourishing world    

As people of faith and spirit, we are deeply grateful for the Earth. Yet we know 
that nature is out of balance and feel a responsibility to respond. We want our 
lives to reflect our values, avoiding excess and embracing sufficiency.

Reducing the impact of our consumption is a spiritual challenge. By Living 
the Change, we engage this struggle with joy as part of our response to climate 
change.

Here is a link to their website

https://livingthechange.net/?fbclid=IwAR39tGW
BnwyVkD6pWwnMr8shVQjXMmjYyNi3DNtcXp
7Q-khmiEfartYWoX8

Rare Welsh Bible saved 
from damp … by water

There are only 24 known copies of 
the first Bible translated into Welsh 

A “HUGELY important” Welsh Bible 
that is more than 400 years old is 
being protected from damage with 
the help of hydropower, the National 
Trust said.

The first Bible translated into Welsh 
has been increasingly at risk of 
deterioration from flooding and 
damp at the 16th century farmhouse 
Ty Mawr Wybrnant, near Betws-
y-Coed, Snowdonia, where it is on 
display.

But now the Trust says it has found 
a sustainable solution by installing a 
hydro-electric turbine to use water 
from the nearby stream to help 
power the heating system to prevent 
damp – which means that the Bible 
is being protected by the very thing, 
water, that is also putting it at risk.

Daily Telegraph 22nd Nov 2019
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2020: January 18-25th

Join us for services during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The theme 
this year is: "They showed us unusual kindess" - "Ils nous ont témoigné une 
humanité peu ordinaire." (Acts 28:2)

At least once a year, Christians are reminded of Jesus’ prayer for his disciples 
that “they may be one so that the world may believe” (see John 17.21). 
Hearts are touched and Christians come together to pray for their unity. 
Congregations and parishes all over the world exchange preachers or arrange 
special celebrations and prayer services. The event that touches off this special 
experience is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

This year the liturgy has been put together by an ecumenical group of 
Churches in Malta and Gozo. Visit the World Council of Churches, where you can find out more information and download 
the liturgy in various languages: https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/week-of-prayer

This worship theme and service emphasizes the importance of moving from our discourses about unity, justice, and mercy 
to action and concrete commitment, and to acts of unity, justice and mercy in our personal lives, and in the life of our 
Christian communities.

Join us for services: (watch the website and the next edition of the Magazine for more to come!)

Wednesday 15 Jan - 18:30, Périgueux, Eglise St Georges
Saturday 18 Jan - 11:00, Lalinde Dordogne (followed by a bring and share lunch)
Sunday 19 Jan - 11:00, Sainte Foy la Grande, Gironde
Monday 20 Jan - 20:30, Bergerac, Eglise Evangélique Libre, (5 rue Durou, Bergerac)
Tuesday 21 Jan - 19:30, Villeneuve sur Lot (Eysses), Eglise St Etienne
Saturday 01 Feb - 15:00, Ribérac Hospital Chapel, Dordogne

For more information, please contact Amy Owensmith: 06 07 04 07 77, chapaq.office@gmail.com
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplains: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com
Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan   responsible for Bordeaux
05 56 40 05 12    06 83 08 59 67   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 07 88 96 60 18    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  +44 7952 180370 andyhorlock@hotmail.com 
Rev’d David Makepeace    +44  7594 301 894    makedavid@gmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89    my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09    geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Nellie Salvi  05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78   contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    Revd Dan Langdon-Griffiths   www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau:  Revd Robert Dennis  http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html
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across the Chaplaincy.   Why not join in!!

More details of these events can be found on the relevant sector’s page. 

Saturday November 30th Christmas Bazaar, Bordeaux (33)
Sunday December 1st  ‘Rumours of Angels’ 15h Ste Catherine’s Church, Limeuil (24)
Saturday 7th December  Coffee Morning chez Eckett (47)
Saturday December 7th  Christmas Market, Bertric-Burée
Saturday December 14th Come Dine with me, noon, chez Rolfe, Envals (47)
Sunday December 15th  Christmas Lunch Party 12.30 chez Molyneux-Child (47)  

Do you know who your Ancestors 
were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes to Chaplaincy Funds, 
Gill will research your ancestors and then provide 

you with a report and a family tree. 
Or why not make it a special gift for a relative?   

For more information speak to Gill Sweetman on 05 
53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Is drinking costing more than money?
Alcoholics Anonymous

If you or someone you know has a drinking problem, 
there are now a number of  English-speaking 
meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous in the South West 
of France.

Contact – Ewen 05 53 05 76 62 or 

Roger 05 55 76 22 65

Ste. Catherine’s Singers 
invite you to 

Rumours of Angels
by Graham Kendrick
Sunday 1st December 15h
Dimanche 1 décembre 15h

Eglise Ste. Catherine
Limeuil Haut

Tea, coffee and cakes available 
Free entry/Libre entrée 

There will be a retiring collection 
in aid of Chaplaincy Funds

Chaplaincy of Aquitaine  
www.churchinaquitaine.org     

Find us on facebook: 
www.facebook.com/EgliseStCatherine         
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

Bordeaux   

CW    Heather Gardiner             07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson                   05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10  69 17  
      Johnson Low            06 42 32 17 36
ML    Communications Team   06 52 53 77 16
PC     Christine Rychlewski       06 81 85 72 97

December Services 
Services, with the exception of the Christmas Carol Service and Christmas Day Service, will take place at 15.30 at the Chapel 
of Le Grand Bon Pasteur, 5bis, rue de l’Ecole Normale, Bordeaux Caudéran. There is something for the children every week!

Sunday 1st December   Advent Communion  Revd Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 8th December  All Age Worship  Revd Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 15th December  Christmas Carol Service Revd Charlotte Sullivan   Eglise Notre Dame (1 
rue Mably, Bordeaux Centre) at 16.00      Please note: NO SERVICE that afternoon at the Chapel of Le Grand Bon Pasteur
Sunday 22nd December  All Age Worship  Revd Charlotte Sullivan
Wednesday 25th December Christmas Family Communion Revd Charlotte Sullivan  Eglise St Pierre (Place St 
Pierre, Bordeaux Centre)  at 10.30    Please note: NO SERVICE that afternoon at the Chapel of Le Grand Bon Pasteur
Sunday 29th December   Family Communion Service Revd Charlotte Sullivan

Charlotte Sullivan's message this month can be found on page 3 in “Ministry Musings". 

What a wonderful and varied month of November we've had. Beginning with a dignified and warm Remembrance Service 
led by the Chaplain in the Eglise St Pierre, with Amanda's beautiful soprano offering of "I vow to thee, my country" from the 
tribune and followed by a beautiful All Age Worship Service led by Nellie Salvi, now training 
to be a Lay Reader. Praise be to God that the parking area was too full with cars! 

Nellie gave a nice children's 
talk and shared Daniel’s firm 
trust and faith in God despite 
human intervention. The 
children are rehearsing for the 
Carol Service and added  their 
share to Nellie's talk to the 
adults by providing a musical 
background from the sacristy!

What's coming up?
*Bordeaux Church Christmas Bazaar – Saturday 30 November from 14.00 
to 17.00 at Saint Jean-Marie Vianney Church (23, rue Felix Faure, 33600 
Pessac) where there's lots of parking! Don't forget to bring your friends for a 
pleasant afternoon sipping tea and eating cakes. At the same time you can buy 
your Christmas cards, Advent Calendars, Christmas cakes and puds, mince 
pies (and jars of mincemeat if you'd like to make your own!), Christmas 
crackers, homemade cakes, jams and chutney. And, of course, there will be 
loads of interesting books at fabulous prices, a raffle and activities for the 
children while you shop. All this and more, in aid of the Bordeaux Church 
and its charities. See you there!
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Bible Study every Wednesday evening – take time for Advent! For more information, contact Charlotte at 
charlottesullivan66@gmail.com to be added to the list. You'll receive information automatically thereafter.

Advent Service on Sunday, December 1st. The Adult Choir, under the direction 
of Richard Hunt, will be participating in this service which marks the beginning of the 
Advent season.

The traditional and ever popular Christmas Carol Service 
on Sunday, December 15th at 16.00 at the Eglise 
Notre Dame de Bordeaux. As tradition would have it, we suggest that you arrive good 
and early for the Christmas Carol Service of readings and carols and the children's special 
presentation. The choir has been working hard to prepare beautiful anthems interspersed 
throughout the service. Introduce your friends and extended family to the Anglican Church in 
Bordeaux by inviting them to join you.

Christmas Day Family Communion Service on Wednesday, December 25th 
at 10.30 at Eglise St Pierre (Place St Pierre, parking lot under the Place de la 
Bourse).

Revd Charlotte Sullivan will lead this celebration of the birth of our Saviour, Jesus.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - 18th to the 25th January. In 
2020, Bordeaux will be starting the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity with a 
bang! France 2 television has invited the evangelical churches in Bordeaux to 
prepare an ecumenical service, which will be broadcast on Sunday 12 January 

– and recorded the previous day in the Eglise Foursquare La Moisson des Blés, formerly St Nicholas Anglican church! Our 
Chaplain, Tony Lomas, will be involved and we hope that a few of us will be able to squeeze in among the congregation. 
Check the website for details closer to the day.
On Sunday 19th, we are also invited to an ecumenical celebration at St. Augustine Catholic church, organised in conjunction 
with the Mérignac EPUF Protestant church. The service will start at 10.30, followed by a picnic lunch.
The Caudéran ecumenical study group will be holding a service at Chapelle Jasmin on Thursday 23rd, starting at 19.00 and 
followed by a bring-and-share finger-food buffet.
Other dates will probably be announced – watch this space!

Publicity flyers which can be printed or sent by email 
are downloadable on the Bordeaux Church website: www.

anglicanbordeaux.org. 
Just right-click on the image and voilà!

To one and to all, our wishes for a Joyful and Blessing Christmas  
and a
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Monteton     

 CW 
 ML    Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC    Dave Lee   drl4747@gmail.com(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

December Services
Sunday 1st December       10.30     Prayer and Praise                                         David Tervet
Sunday 8th December       10.30     Holy Communion (said)                           Rev’d Louise Courtney
Tuesday 10 December      18.00    Ecumenical Service of Lessons & Carols    The Chaplain &Pere Taillade  
Sunday 15th December     10.30    Morning Prayer                                              Rev’d Louise Courtney
Sunday 22nd December     10.30    Holy Communion                                           Rev’’d Liz Morris
Tuesday 24th December    16.00    Christmas Eve Holy Communion                 Rev’d Barrie Green
Sunday 29th December     No service

Please note that there will be no service at Monteton on Christmas Day but there will be a service of Holy Communion on 
Christmas Eve, at 16.00 (4.00 pm) so please join us!

Also, no service on Sunday 29th December.

Please note that the annual and very popular Ecumenical Service of Lessons and Carols at Monteton will be on Tuesday 
10th December at 18.00 (6.00 pm), led by our chaplain, Tony, and the local French RC priest, L’Abbe Pere Taillade, 

with members of his French congregation taking part in the service. The Monteton Choir will be offering the usual feast of 
English and French carols and there will be mulled wine and mince pies served afterwards. So, do arrive in good time and 
bring family and friends!

Bible Sunday on 27th October was celebrated at Monteton with a service of Holy Communion led by our Chaplain, Tony. 
Before the altar were displayed many different versions of the Bible, including a 19th century edition of the famous “Revd 
John Brown Self-Interpreting Bible”, a beautiful family bible given to us at Monteton some years ago. 

The Callan Family Bible was given to the Anglican congregation of Monteton 
church in 2010 by Edith Finlay, nee Callan, who had a house at Lauzan. It is 
a 19th century copy of the famous “Revd John Brown Self-Interpreting Bible”, 
and at the time hardly a house would have been without a copy. John Brown, 
born in 1722, was a Scot from Perthshire, who was orphaned at age 11 and was 
self-educated whilst he worked as a shepherd, teaching himself to read and 
write and then learning Latin and Greek. He began as an itinerant preacher, 
later became ordained and a prolific writer, greatly admired by many famous 
Scots, such as Robert Burns and the philosopher, David Hume, who said that 
he preached “as though Christ were at his elbow”.
It is an important part of bible history, a beautiful book to look at, (although 
now quite fragile), with wonderful illustrations and an interesting first chapter, 

“An Introduction to the Right Understanding of the Oracles of God”.

The choir gave us the lovely anthem, “Fairest Lord Jesus” and the Collect for the Day which Tony read to us, truly emphasized 
for all Christians the importance of The Word: “Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy 
word, we may embrace and forever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and fore ever”.

On Sunday 10th November, we held our annual Service of Remembrance, led by Roger Verrall. During the Act of 
Remembrance, a young member of the congregation read us a beautiful poem and a Veteran read us, “In Flanders fields the 
poppies blow…”. We had Martin Earle with us again for the bugle sound of The Last Post, and then the Reveille. The choir 
sang the anthem, “Praise the Lord”, from Jenkyns’ “The Armed Man” and Martin, at the end of the service, accompanied by 
Richard Errington, gave us a wonderful postlude for trumpet and organ. Thank you to Roger for arranging a very moving 
commemoration service, to our young congregation member and his poem, to Marjorie and the choir and especially, to 
musicians Martin and Richard!

An Advent Course, led by Liz Morris, will be held on Thursday 5th, Thursday 12th 
and Monday 16th December at 3.00 pm, at Leslie and Norma Eckett’s, Le Bousquet, 
Chapeau Rouge, Auriac sur Dropt. Please contact them on 05 53 93 53 86 or 
normaandleslie@gmail.com if you would like to attend.
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The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosemary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15 
ML     Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC      Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

The final Coffee Morning of 2019, a Christmas Special, will be held at Leslie and Norma’s on Saturday 7th December from 
10.00 am. All are welcome but, as ever, please let Norma know if you plan to come, on 05 53 93 53 86 or normaandleslie@
gmail.com 

A Christmas Lunch Party is being held at the home of Mij Molyneux-Childs on Saturday 15th December at 12.30. Numbers 
are limited, you would be asked to bring a starter or dessert, but no charge otherwise. Mij will provide the main course, 
mulled wine and wine (and a map!), so if you would like to join the party contact Mij on mijmahoney@gmail.com Also, 
bring your own couverts!

December Services
Advent Sunday 1 December 10:30 Service of the Word  Sheila Marshall
    16:00 Advent Carol Service   Sheila Marshall
Friday 6 December  18:00 Carol Service, with Variations Choir, Ribérac Collégiale*
Sunday 8 December ◊  10:30 Holy Communion  Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
Wednesday 11 December 11:00 BCP Holy Communion  Rev’d Brian Davies
Sunday 15 December  10:30 Family Service   Steve Long
Sunday 22 December  10:30 Holy Communion  Rev’d Tony Lomas
    16:00 Bilingual Carol Service  Rev’d Tony Lomas and Steve Long
Wednesday 25 December 10:30 Holy Communion  Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 29 December  10:30 Prayer & Praise   Steve Long

 ◊ A Bring-and-Share lunch in the Upper Room follows this service.
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.

Please join us for tea and proper coffee across the road
in the Upper Room after the Sunday morning services

The Book Barn has been out of action for some time, but we hope to reopen 1st December
*The Collégiale is past Notre-Dame church, up the hill to the east of the centre of Ribérac 

Give us your well-loved hymns!
“Heal my heart and make it clean

Open up my eyes to the things unseen
Show me how to love like you have loved me

Break my heart for what breaks yours
Everything I am for your kingdom’s cause

As I walk from earth into eternity” 

‘As I walk from earth into eternity’ is the final line of the modern hymn ‘Hosanna’ by Brooke Fraser. 
Picture with me a long straight road, like the one from Verteillac going towards Angoulème. We’re walking along it, on our 
own, or in company. Each step takes us nearer our destination, but because we can’t see the end of the road, we don’t know 
when we’ll get there. There will come a time when our next step takes us out of this world and into eternity. A different step 
and a different time for each person walking along it.    
This picture of eternity being just a step away on the same road takes away the feeling and the fear that earth and heaven 
are separate and apart. For a Christian it is one road, one path, one journey and as a Christian ‘As I walk from earth into 
eternity’, I know I am not alone.  

Nicolette Gunn
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Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09

December Services
Sunday 8th December      10.30 Holy Communion  Rev’d Brian Davies       Negrondes  
Saturday 14th December  16.00  Carol Service    Rev’d Tony Lomas & Patrick Sturges  Chancelade 
                 to be followed by seasonal refreshment  
Sunday 15 December       10.30  Holy Communion    Rev’d Brian Davies      Chancelade
Friday 20th December    18.00 Carol Service      Rev’d Tony Lomas & Patrick Sturges  Negrondes
               to be followed by seasonal refreshment
Sunday  22 December      10.30  Holy Communion    Rev’d Robin Nash        Negrondes

We begin with a reflection on Remembrance Day, 100 years old this year, the common field poppy being its symbol. 
There are various versions of how and who started the trend way back in 1921 but it seems they were first made by 

a Madame Guerin in France. I love this common poppy with its simplicity, no flourish or excess of style or variation.They 
grew where men fell and were laid to rest, they flourished on broken ground, accepting  broken bodies where blood was 
spilt. 
I feel sad that the absence of the old paper poppy has, this year, been very evident, especially on TV programmes.   Its place 
has been taken by bejewelled, flashy, sparkling poppies that cry out ‘look at me, don’t I add glamour to the outfit this person 
is wearing.’   What are we wearing them for?   As an accessory or to remember all those who lost their lives fighting for us in 
two World Wars, and many more wars since ?   They don’t have to match our outfit.   They have been made by ex servicemen.   
After all, when the Victoria Cross first came out it was made from a melted down  cannon from the Crimea.   What could be 
more lowly than that?   Let’s get back to basics in our remembering and stop worrying about how we can wear the poppy to 
our advantage. Do we buy the new flashy ones so we have them forever, they won’t need replacing each year? Will the RBL 
miss out by not selling so many paper ones ?
Whatever you thoughts, Remember them every time you see a poppy this summer, moving in the summer breeze, it’s 
simplicity, its blood red colour, and think of that day, the 11th hour, 11th day, 11th month.
Their today is gone forever.............We will remember them.

What is happening at Negrondes and Chancelade? 
Well, preparations are steaming ahead for Carol Services at both centres 

and we hope you will invite friends and neighbours to join us. 
All are invited after these services for a glass of wine 

and something to nibble on.
A few volunteers to help decorate the churches in advance would be most 

welcome.
Call either Liz 0553054276 or Elizabeth  0553525091

Our Home Group has continued to look at the gifts of the spirit and is a great place to be on a Thursday afternoon, lots of 
animated discussion flicking through the different Bibles, cross referencing King James with the New English, The Message 
and many others. Each bringing a different colour to widening our horizons of understanding of what The Creator of the 
universe wants us to grasp. Not only that but, when we have better understanding, to go and run with it ! To share what we 
know and love with others. 
We continue to look at the Fruits of the Spirit. Each time we meet, every other Thursday, there seems to be even more 
to look at and talk over. Who said church was dull and not exciting? Come to this get together and  you will experience  
excitement not dullness !

Simply Sewing
                                                      Tuesday afternoons at Chez Brook

The Altar cloth finished and in place at Negrondes so you ask what next ?
After much thought we have decided to make a large quilt. It will take some time as we are few but 
when it is finished we shall raffle it for funds either for the church or one of the charities we support, 
which ever need is greatest at the time.
More immediately we are beavering away making goods to sell  at a Christmas market for church 
funds.     Babies play mats, shopping bags, table mats, etc.
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Christmas is so lovely to celebrate with family and friends but how about we think of those outside this circle. Who will 
they celebrate with ?  Let us be ready to open our hearts and homes to the ‘outsider” , the neighbour now alone after family 
moves away or after a bereavement , even the person that you don’t find easy to  embrace. Maybe they are struggling through 
a difficult time and just to have an invitation would cheer them.
Encourage them to join you at a carol service maybe., to share a pot of coffee or tea. 
Love came down at  Christmas, Let’s all make the effort to share that wonderful love so freely given to give away to others.
Wishing You All a Very Blessed and Happy Christmas.

Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
 Jill Little   05 53 28 36 15 
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Vicki Swaine  05 24 10 60 08

December Services
Sunday 01 December    10:30  Prayer & Praise       David Albrecht
         15:00  Advent Concert, Rumours of Angels (Graham Kendrick)
Sunday 08 December    10:30  Holy Communion      Rev'd Tony Lomas
Sunday 15 December    17:00  Christmas Carol Service     Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 
  (Please note: No morning service!)
Thursday 19 December   10:30  BCP Holy Communion     Rev'd Tony Lomas
Sunday 22 December    10:30  Holy Communion      Rev'd Bramwell Bearcroft
Tuesday 24 December   22:30  Christmas Eve Holy Communion  Rev'd Tony Lomas
Wednesday 25 December  10:30  Christmas Family Communion   Rev'd Bramwell Bearcroft
Sunday 29 December    10:30  Taizé-inspired Morning Worship   Anne Penfold

Christmas is coming!
I can’t believe it is nearly December and Advent is just around the corner.  We have lots to 
look forward to this month including our Advent concert on the 1st December ‘Rumours of 
Angels’.  Our choir, directed by Barbara Pollard have been hard at work practicing for this so 
we hope lots of people will come and support it.  We will have tea and cake afterwards and all 
monies raised will go to Chaplaincy funds.  

We are also looking forward to welcoming Rev. Bramwell Bearcroft to lead our Christmas 
services which will be a real treat for everyone. Our Carol Service will be on Sunday 15th 
December  at 17h and we hope for a good turnout for that - bring all your family and friends 
please! Refreshments will be served afterwards so do come and join us. 

5th Sunday services
As you will see from our schedule above we are planning to use our 5th Sundays to do something a bit different.  For the 
30th December we are planning a ‘taize' style service kindly led by our reader in training Anne Penfold.  We are going to 
miss Anne as she is going to be away on her Mercy Ships expedition in January for at least a couple of months.

Worship Leaders
We are exceptionally grateful for the Lay Worship Leaders who regularly lead services in our church.  Following a recent 
meeting with Tony we are planning to hold meetings regularly to support our Lay Worship Leaders (Congregational 
Worship Leaders and Readers) and this will allow time to plan future Lay led services.    

Past Events
Fundraising  Many thanks to Sandy Berkeley for organising our stall at the Vide Grenier on 3rd November.  It was a 
dreadful day weather-wise but she and a few helpers still managed to produce 165€ for Chaplaincy funds.  We also had a 
great Come Dine with me thanks to the hospitality of Phil and Kathryn Carr which raised 490€ shared betwen Chaplaincy 
Funds and the Toilet Twinning charity.
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Men’s Breakfast
We had a full house at the latest men’s breakfast held at Gill and Bob Sweetman’s house on the 8th November.  David 
Albrecht kindly came and gave a short talk to those present about his background as an airline pilot and about how he came 
to faith.  Everyone enjoyed the ‘full English’ style breakfast and we hope to hold more of these outreach events in the future.

Remembrance Sunday Service
The Rev’d Liz Morris took this service which was an opportunity for all of us to remember those 
who died in the World Wars.  David Albrecht read the Roll of Honour, John Ralph laid our 
wreath, Barry Borsberry said the words of Remembrance and Matthew Bearcroft showed off his 
musical talent with the trumpet by playing the ‘Last Post’.  Gill Sweetman and Barbara Pollard 
sang 'Agnus Dei' and the choir sang ‘Peace between the Nations’, a lovely piece by Christopher 
Wiggins.  All in all a lovely musical and moving service. (see photos on back cover)

The following day, the 11th, Anne Penfold represented us at the commune’s commemoration and 
laid a wreath on behalf of the congregation. 

Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac    
  

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Dave Lee                 drl4747@gmail.comjust off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  

on D245 north-east of Agen 
Envals

St Médard

December Services
Sunday1st Dec  11:00 Holy Communion  Doudrac      Rev’d Louise Courtney
Sunday 8th Dec   11:00 Christmas Carol Service Doudrac      Rev’d Liz Morris
Wed 11th Dec  18:30 Christmas Carol Service Dondas       Rev’d Liz Morris
Saturday 14th Dec 12:00 Christmas Lunch and Carols Envals       Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 15th Dec 10:30 Holy Communion  Dondas       Rev’d Liz Morris
Friday 20th Dec 18:30 Christmas Carol Service St Medard LetG      Rev’d Liz Morris
Wed 25th Dec  11:00 Holy Communion  Doudrac      Rev’d Liz Morris

DOUDRAC
On Sunday, 3rd November Rev Liz Morris led our service of Holy Communion.
Despite the weather, thirty-two of us joined together for our service, with thirty-one receiving communion.  The theme of 
the sermon was redemption and the message in the readings for that Sunday made our work for God very clear (Is. chap 1 
and 2 Thess chap 1), persevering in our faith, loving each other and encouraging others.
Our Taize service on the evening of Sunday, 17th November was led by our Chaplain, Rev’d Tony 
Lomas. The Taize music led us into our meditation and a sense of ‘oneness’, valuing the silences 
between readings and  music for private prayer.
During the service we were invited to light a candle and place it on the large cross which had been 
placed at the foot of the altar.  Thanks go to those for the preparation and music for this service.
Our next service will be on Sunday 1st December at 11am.  The service will be led by Rev Louise 
Courtney.
Please note:  There will be a Christmas ‘Come Dine with Me’ at Envals on Saturday, 14th December 
at 12 noon.  Booking essential, as numbers are limited.  See details elsewhere in magazine.

DONDAS 
David Albrecht came on Sunday, 17 November at 10.30am to lead our service of Morning Worship. His theme was the 
coming of the end times, based on the readings for the day. With all the many disasters occurring in the world, we need to 
keep focused when we pray for peace and reconciliation. Those of us living in countries where we are not persecuted for our 
faith cannot use that as an excuse for not telling the Gospel story, and it is only too easy, while professing faith, at the same 
time to be judgmental of other people. The good news is that, if we recognise our sins and tell God about them, they will be 
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forgiven and that God will be with us in times of temptation and trial. In such situations we are assured, in the words of the 
Gospel “But not a hair of your head will perish. By standing firm you will gain life”.

The Dondas bi-lingual Carol Service will take place on Wednesday, 11 December at 6.30pm led by Revd Liz Morris with 
carols from Chant’Allez accompanied by Marilyn Morrow and will be followed, as usual, by mulled wine and mince pies in 
the Salle des Fêtes.

Our final service for 2019 will be on Sunday, 15 December when Revd Liz Morris will celebrate our eucharist.

ENVALS  

Friday 15th November, at 11am, in the home of Liz and David Rolfe, forty two people received Holy Communion at the 
service led by Rev Liz Morris.  It was a joyous occasion as we were all celebrating the Golden Wedding Anniversary of Liz 
and David.  Eighty people had been invited to their celebratory curry lunch, which had to be been organised in two sittings.  
There were numerous dishes to choose from; special dietary requirements also provided, and desserts galore, including a 
beautiful ‘Wedding’ cake.

Before and after the meal, when guests were enjoying aperitifs or coffee and cake, they were entertained with music and 
singing by Stanley Hanks. 

Grateful thanks to all those who helped to make it such a memorable day and especially to 

Liz and David once again, for such generosity. 

CHRISTMAS COME DINE WITH ME
You are invited to a ‘Come Dine With Me Christmas Luncheon’

chez Liz and Dave Rolfe in Envals
on

Saturday 14th December
from 12 noon.

The cost will be €20 to include aperitif, 4 course meal, wine and coffee

The meal will be interspersed with seasonal readings and music,
both religious and secular.

We would love you to participate in the entertainment ~ when booking please let Eve know 
if you would like to take part so that we can arrange a programme.

Space is limited so booking is essential.

Please email Eve on eve.warner-howard@talk21.com

or phone her on 05 53 41 36 49
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Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

Future Services
Sunday 1st December   11:00  Prayer & Praise with Communion  Rev'd Tony Lomas
Monday 16th December   17:00  Bilingual Carol service    Rev'd Tony Lomas and Père Christophe Lafaye
Sunday 5th January   11.00  Worship in the home of Glenn & Kay, Le Bourg, 24290 La Chapelle Aubareil.
Please join us for a bring and share lunch after the worship meetings.
2nd February, 16th February, 1st March worship meetings will be in the home of Dave & Jan, Lou Cayrou, Arlie, 
24370 Carlux.
Worship On Wednesday. We met at the home of Dave & Jan on the 30th October and 20th November.  We entered his 
courts with thanksgiving and praise in our hearts via songs and prayers. We then prayed for those who needed healing or 
support. Thank you Dave & Jan for your leading of music, prayers, hospitality and yummy apple cake, bless you both. 

Vide Grenier in Le Bugue on 3rd November. Thankfully the stall could be set up on Saturday afternoon as Sunday 
morning turned out to be treacherous weather!  Jeff 's village had no power first thing and there was debris on the roads. 
Jeff and Andrew manned the stall in the morning before reinforcements arrived after church. An excellent total of 248€ was 
raised for our charity working in Nepal. Thank you for all your effort and support. 

3rd November Tony led a service with Communion. He spoke on Zacchaeus who was the final (and worse case scenario) 
example that Luke gives of the lost Jesus came to save. Jesus shows love to the outcasts of society and they in turn show 
repentance. It is the same for us today: 1 John 4: 19 We love because he first loved us. 

17th November Healing service beautifully led by Anne Penfold.  The welcome was warm and loving.  Expectations for 
seeing God at work were high. There was an opportunity to write something 
you wanted to leave with Jesus on a piece of dissolvable paper, then see it 
disappear in a bowl of water. When we lay our burdens at the cross, his 
yoke is light. People who wanted prayer and the laying on of hands stayed 
in their seats and were ministered to, in the all powerful name of Jesus. 
Anne gave them a small cross.  

Our faith needs to 
have a corresponding 
action. If we do 
nothing, then nothing 
happens. If we step 
out in faith, Jesus 
honours that and his 

power is seen. The people who were prayed for are feeling better. Praise 
the Lord! Psalm 115:1. Not to us, not to us but to your name be the glory 
because of your love and faithfulness.  

Future Events
16th December 17.00 Carols. Please come along to our Carol service and meet the new priest replacing Pr Phillippe. 
Wrap up warm! There will be warm refreshments after the service. 

Ps 115:14-15. May the LORD cause you to flourish, both you and your children.  May you be blessed by the LORD, the Maker 
of heaven and earth. 

God bless you and take care of you. God be kind and gracious to you. God look on you with favour and give you peace. 

2020 The committee and all at Ste Nathalène pray that you and yours will have a healthy, safe and uplifting Christmas and 
New Year. 
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Eymet Temple
December Services
Sunday 01 Dec - 10:30 Fresh Expressions 
Sunday 08 Dec - 10:30 Fresh Expressions 
Sunday 15 Dec - 10:30 Fresh Expressions 
Sunday 22 Dec - 10:30 Fresh Expressions
Wed 25 Dec - 10:30 Christmas Fresh Expressions 
Sunday 29 Dec - 10:30 Joint Protestant Communion

Christmas craft fair - making connections in the community
We are pleased to report that the Nov 16th Christmas craft fair at the Eymet 
Temple raised a total of 349.24€. Thank you to all who helped to make this 
such a successful Christmas market, especially Anne who did a great job with 
posters, getting stall holders and organising the event. It wasn’t just raising 
funds, but building good relationships in our community, and we were 
delighted that the mayor was able to attend.

 

The Gathering, Le Mouret, Condom, Gers
Sunday 1st December    10:30  The theme will be ‘Joy’  and David will be asking “What is it, and what difference should or 
could it make to the Christian life?”

Sunday 15th December 18:00 Carols by Candlelight at the home of Gareth & Helen Davies

Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

DCW Richard Smith           smith.r@orange.fr
ML Caroline Herbert          bcherbert101@gmail.com
 Marion L’Estrange        marian82condom@gmail.com
 PC Irene Birt           05 62 28 80 97

December Service
Thursday 19th Dec  11:00  Holy Communion  Rev’d Tony Lomas

Lest we forget   was the title of our Remembrance Day service, a service of remembering, hope and commitment.  
Michael Torne, our lay reader, led us through a sensitively composed service with poems, music and time to pray …and to 
remember, each in their own way.
We brought up candles and lit them at the altar, and later a poppy wreath was laid, 
and the service concluded with a pledge:
 Lord God our Father,
 we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind,
 in the cause of peace,
 for the relief of want and suffering,
 and for the praise of your name.
 Guide us by your Spirit;
 give us wisdom, give us courage;  give us hope;
 and keep us faithful now and always.       Amen.
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Remembrance Service 
at Limeuil

Bowl for dissolving paper 
prayers at St. Nathalène

Taizé at Doudrac

Celebrating the Rolfe’s wedding 
anniversay, Envals

A
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d 

 the  Chaplaincy

Altar at Condom


