
 
Ste Natters Matters issue 130.  21st April 2019. 

 

Our services start at 11.00. We invite you to join us for a time of 
fellowship over coffee and lunch afterwards. 
 
21st April Easter Prayer & Parise with Sheila Campbell. 
5th May Prayer & Praise with Communion. Revd. Charlotte Sullivan. 

19th May Prayer & Praise with Dave Wilton.  

2nd June Prayer & Praise with Communion. Revd. Andy 

Horlock. 

 

John 19: 11, 14 - 18. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 

his life for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 

know me – just as the Father knows me and I know the Father – and I lay down 
my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this sheepfold. I must 

bring them also. They too will listen to my voice and there shall be one flock and 

one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my own life – 

only to take it up again. No one takes it from me but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This 

command I received from my Father.  

 

7
th

  April  Prayer & Praise with  Communion  Tony Lomas. 

Here is Tony’s excellent sermon in full.  

For some time recently, we have been having trouble with our clever high-tech 

pellet stove.  These things are great when they work but, unlike a traditional log 
burner, they have all sorts of electrical wizardry that has the capacity to go 

wrong. 

Ingrid and I did have to have a bit of a laugh at ourselves when, on the day that 

the stove was finally mended, we proudly had it burning on what was just about 

the warmest day of the year so far.  Indeed if we had simply opened the widows 

it would probably have had much the same effect – only rather cheaper! 

There are times when we are just so pleased with 
our own little capabilities, our own self-sufficiency 

that we can completely overlook the bounty of 

God’s natural world around us.  

 

Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits, stated 

that, as human beings created in God’s image, our 
purpose is to praise, reverence and serve God.  

And indeed, all the rest of creation is there to help 

and enable us to do so.  In effect he was saying 

that, rather that shutting ourselves off and relying on the feeble two-bar electric 

fire of our own abilities and efforts, we should turn ourselves towards God.  Just 

as a sunflower is made to turn itself towards the sun so we are made to turn 
ourselves towards the Son of Righteousness, Jesus. 

 

In the reading that is set for today but which we 

haven’t heard this morning, Paul in his letter to 

the Philippians says “I consider everything a 

loss compared to the surpassing greatness of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 
have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, 

that I may gain Christ”  (Phil 3:8).  He had 

realised that trying to rely on the paltry heat of 

his own resources just wasn’t going to get him 



 
anywhere.  When compared to what happened when he threw 

open the curtains to Christ’s glorious light and warmth 

everything else just paled into insignificance. 

 

And what about us?  Are we sitting in front of two-bar fires of 

our own making?  Do we still have a tendency to worship 

success, wealth, power?  Perhaps, perhaps not.  How about 
comfort, control and self-sufficiency?  For me that sounds 

painfully near the truth. 

 

Do we sometimes hold onto 

things or do we hear the God that says to us 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the 
past.  See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it 

springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am 

making a way in the desert and streams in the 

wasteland.”  (Isa 43:18-19)?  Are we focussed 

on worshipping the God who is the heartbeat 

of creation, who makes rough places smooth 

and dry places green and who shattered the 
gates of death and hell in a moment of glorious resurrection?  The God who 

knows us intimately, loves us unremittingly and calls us constantly to live in his 

light and warmth. 

 

The truth is probably sometimes yes and 

sometimes no.  Some days the angel on our 
shoulder seems to drown out the devil on the 

other and some days its vice versa.  One day 

God is at the centre of our life and the next 

we’re back huddled in front of our little 

electric fire busily trying to work it all out for 

ourselves.  It’s a constant swing back and 
forth between failure and forgiveness.  So 

perhaps this morning’s reading from John’s 

Gospel is a useful reminder to us. 

 

Again, switch on your imagination. 

 

We’re at a dinner party in Bethany.  Actually, it’s probably more like a big family 
gathering as Jesus obviously spent a fair amount of time in this particular 

household.  So everyone has gathered, Jesus, his disciples, Martha, Mary and 

amazingly Lazarus.  Amazingly because it’s not that long ago that he had died so 

if that isn’t a case of “do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!” 

then I don’t know what is. But the scene is set for something special. 

 
So Mary comes in with a bottle of perfume – spikenard – pours it over Jesus’ 

feet and wipes it with her hair.  The perfume is extremely expensive but that 

doesn’t seem to worry Mary in the least.  She’s not focused on what it has cost 

her.  To quote Paul, she considers it loss compared to the surpassing greatness 

of knowing Christ Jesus, her Lord.  She praises, reverences and serves Jesus 

with her perfume.  The perfume becomes almost like a sacrament, an outward 
sign of a deep unseen love.  She anoints Jesus’ feet in an intimate act of 

servanthood and it can hardly fail to strike us, especially as we approach Holy 

Week, how Mary’s act of love mirrors one that Jesus himself will undertake for 

his disciples at the Last Supper.  So just as the fragrance of Mary’s perfume 



 
must have filled the house, so the fragrance of her action 

wafts across the centuries to us, here now allowing us to 

breathe in the beauty of the situation. 

 

But none of this seems to have impressed Judas.  Let’s forget 

for a moment that John in his Gospel never misses an 

opportunity to make Judas look as bad as possible.  On one 
level I guess that we can all have some sympathy with Judas 

on this occasion.  I sometimes feel a little like him when I see 

catalogues for church fittings and vestments and see that 

people are obviously willing to pay thousands of Euros on a 

new vestment or ornament.  Surely that money could be put to better use?  

Judas’ words – although perhaps not his motives – seen in line with Jesus’ 
message to care for the poor.  So, in this instance, is he really any more in error 

than, say, Peter or Thomas at other times? 

 

But here we see Mary’s generosity being blotted out by the curtains of Judas’ 

financial calculation.  While Mary turns her face to the Son and values nothing 

higher than being in his presence, Judas draws his curtains and turns on his 

electric fire.  She has given of the best, freely and joyfully but for Judas, that 
kind of love is just too expensive.  Indeed, we later know that, to him, it’s worth 

less than 30 pieces of silver – a mere 6 weeks wages.  Judas prefers to withdraw 

into the cold darkness of self-deception and self-justification. 

 

Mary’s beautiful act looks back to the raising of her brother and looks forward to 

Jesus’ own death and burial.  She obviously sensed some deep need to 
undertake this act for Jesus, this act of unqualified devotion.  From Jesus’ words 

we understand that Mary had bought this perfume for the time of Jesus’ death 

but she recognises that NOW is the time for this expression of her love.  

 

There is a somewhat clichéd expression that says “The past is gone, the future is 

yet to come, we live in a gift that is called the present.” 
 

Like Mary, we too should recognise that NOW is the only moment that we have. 

 

Now is the time to love God and to turn to 

his Son. 

Now is the time to open our eyes to the love 

that God has for each one of us.  A love that 
is so extravagant that nothing that we can 

offer even comes close to its value. 

Now is the time to recognise our tendency to 

sit in front of our two-bar electric fire. 

Now is the time to throw open the curtains of 

our hearts and to allow the heat and light of 
God’s pour in. 

 

So what does it mean for us to love God lavishly, to centre my life and attention 

of him in Jesus? 

 

Sadly, I somehow doubt that Jesus will be sitting down to lunch with us today 
and anyway, I seem to have left my bottle of spikenard at home.  And this hair 

isn’t going to be much good for wiping anything. 

 



 
But, flippancy aside, remember that Jesus, in the parable of 

the sheep and the goats said “whatever you did for one of the 

least of these my brothers and sisters, you did it for me” (Matt 

25:40).   

 

So what is your spikenard, what is the offering that you can 

pour out at Jesus’ feet? 
 

It will be different for each one of us: 

 

Perhaps now is the moment to release the fragrance of the 

love of Christ by forgiving someone for some long-standing hurt.  Perhaps we 

can reach out to help someone in need or visit someone who is lonely.  Perhaps 
we might need to address the Judas within ourselves and learn to love Christ 

with the truth that we sometimes hide even from ourselves.  Perhaps we simply 

need to spend more time just sitting at Jesus’ feet, as Mary did on this and 

another occasion.  Being wholly attentive to him in prayer.  Perhaps we can 

invite Jesus to be present at our table in the person of a friend or a stranger. 

 

The options are limitless and the results will be priceless. 
 

Now as we prepare to pass through the dark days of Holy Week, we can rejoice 

in the fact that although Jesus’ time with Mary, Martha and Lazarus was limited, 

the glorious new dawn of Easter means that He will be with us for eternity. 

 

   
 

We would like to invite you to a Ceilidh (Scottish Dancing) on Saturday the 

4th of May 19h at Le Coux Salles des Fêtes. 

Entrée is 10€ with proceeds going to our charities Toilet Twinning (Limeuil) 

and Nepal 'New Dawn' supporting Little Feet Orphanage (Ste. Nathalène). 

If you would like to go, please let Sheila or Rebecca know.  
 

Chaplaincy Retreat at Belloc. ‘Christ in the Wilderness’ Led by Tony and 

Charlotte. 23rd – 26th May. Details on the website and in the magazine.  
 

Women’s retreat at Echourgnac   ‘Exploring the Spirituality of the Dessert 

Mothers’. Led again by the wonderful Charlotte, Amanda and Elaine. 18th – 20th October. 
Details on the web site and in the magazine.  

 
You can still give money to help with the cyclone disaster via the collection basket on the welcome 
table at church. The money will be given to replenish the Chap- Aid disaster funds that go to Shelter 
Box and MSF. 



 

New Dawn – Nepal  Update from Jennie Waterman. 

My teaching trip to the Mission School in Nepal is going to be during the 

first 3 weeks of July.  

Concerning the recent storm, I have just heard again from Pastor Krishna. 

The storm swept through a region about 120 kms south of Kathmandu. 

The Mission School was not affected. 

He said that, thankfully, none of their sister churches had been hit by the 

storm. However, one ‘Partnership Pastor’, Nima Tamang, had his Church 

and house destroyed. Krishna’s Church in Kathmandu are collecting rice, 

clothes and some funds, to send to the victims of the affected area. Some 

other churches were affected, but he said that no Christian died. Apparently, over 100,000 

people have been affected by this storm and its aftermath. 

I send you our warmest wishes, and ask you to keep the Mission School work in prayer. I will 

send out an up-date nearer the time of my departure. The students are doing very well, so far. 

Thanks for your loyal support. With love, Jennie 
    

J John: Jesus did something for me – he cleared my debt. Jesus bought me back. We cannot 
alter our past but we can bring our past to the altar.  
Worth watching: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=46OxJhIF7PI&fbclid=IwAR27mAnFi0OZiR6vFr6m1ZcgeVETp0hcvFed4L
vvguy_Z75cvPMyM69OQoo 

 

John 19:28-30. Later, knowing that everything had now been finished and so that the 

Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty” A jar of wine vinegar was there so they 
soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 
When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit. 

 

I Am the Lord who abides in you always  

 

 
 

All the ways of the lord are loving and faithful towards those who 
keep the demands of his covenant. Psalm 25:10.  

 
Chaplain of Aquitaine: Revd Tony Lomas revtonylomas@gmail.com 06 72 31 72 87 
Web site: www.churchinaquitaine.org  Chaplaincy news and information, including a page 
for our centre and access to the Chaplaincy monthly magazine ‘Spreading the Word’. 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/English-Anglican-Church-Chaplaincy-of-Aquitaine-
1313733978650837/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf   
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