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In Flanders fields the poppies blow
    Between the crosses, row on row,

  That mark our place; and in the sky
  The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead.   Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

  Loved and were loved, and now we lie
      In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
  The torch; be yours to hold it high.
  If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
      In Flanders fields.

John McCrae
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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, NOVEMBER 2018
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

Chancelade

Limeuil

SUNDAY 04 NOVEMBER
10:30 Service of  the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 The Gathering Meeting – Condom, Le Mouret
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion  – Sainte Nathalène
16:00 Evensong – Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 11 NOVEMBER 
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Remembrance Service – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes
10:30 Remembrance Service – Monteton
10:45 Remembrance Morning Worship - Condom Chapel
17:00 Christian Unity service – Moulinet, Lot et Garonne (47290) 

WEDNESDAY 14 NOVEMBER
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

THURSDAY 15 NOVEMBER
10:30 BCP Holy Communion – Limeuil

SUNDAY 18 NOVEMBER
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 African-inspired Family Communion with  
  Gospel music – Bordeaux
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Morning Worship – Dondas
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Morning Worship  – Limeuil
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton
11:00 Prayer & Praise – Sainte Nathalène
15:00 French-Madagascan Family Communion – 
Bordeaux

TUESDAY 20 NOVEMBER
11:30 Holy Communion – Enval

SUNDAY 25 NOVEMBER
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes

THURSDAY 29 NOVEMBER
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom
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Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

I wonder what it was like 100 years ago when the news of  the Armistice filtered through the towns and villages of  
Europe.  There must have been many very mixed emotions: joy and relief  that the killing was over, sadness for the 

loved-ones who were lost, but what else?
Reading some of  the poetry and prose that was written in the aftermath of  what, at that stage, was referred to as 

“The Great War”, we see the very human desire to make sense of  what had happened.  It seemed important that all 
the deprivation and bloodshed should have had some greater meaning and had a lasting impact on the world.  Surely 
after almost five years of  horror we had learnt our lesson and such hostility would never again be permitted?

How, I wonder, would they have felt if  they were to know that only two decades later Europe and the world would 
again descend into World War?  Indeed, recently released figures show that 2016 was only the second year since the 
end of  WW2 in which no British service man or woman died on active service. (1968 previously stood alone in this 
regard!)

On November 11th this year we can celebrate the centenary of  the WW1 Armistice – and this year it is right and 
proper to celebrate.  But let’s be careful about what it is that we are celebrating.  I think that, if  the ‘Great War’ taught 
us anything, it was that war cannot be thought of  in terms of  winning and losing, victory and defeat.  War is perhaps 
the greatest stain on the face of  humanity and should never be a source of  pride or glory.  Yes, during any war there 
are acts of  immense bravery and selflessness but these are bright spots in the consuming darkness.

This year we celebrate peace.  11th November 1918 brought hope back into a world that had seemed hopeless 
for many years.  Everyone could get back to living life peaceably; a desire that people have had throughout history.  
Around 2500 years earlier, the prophet Micah said;

“They will beat their swords into ploughshares
and their spears into pruning hooks.

Nation will not take up sword against nation,
nor will they train for war anymore.

Everyone will sit under their own vine
and under their own fig tree,

and no one will make them afraid,
for the Lord Almighty has spoken.”

(Micah 4:3-4)
I, in common with most of  our political leaders, am of  a generation fortunate enough never to have had personal 

experience of  living through a war in our own countries.  Despite Cold War threats of  nuclear annihilation and more 
recent terrorism, we have lived free from the spectre of  real fear for the future.  Most specifically, we have lived in a 
Europe typified by co-operation and friendship rather than hostility and conflict.  My fervent prayer, as we mark this 
month’s Centenary celebrations, is that it will remind us all of  the inherent risks in the growing tide of  nationalism 
and separatism that seems to be sweeping the Western world.  Whilst each one of  us is made unique, we can only 
ever attain our true humanity alongside others.  As St Paul wrote to the church in Ephesus, “Therefore each of  you 
must put off  falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbour, for we are all members of  one body.” (Ephesians 
4:25).  And this applies to nations just as much as to individuals.

I remain hopeful about our future and that Europe won’t again be torn apart by war, as happened twice in the 
20th Century.  Whatever political upheavals face us over the coming years, it is up to us all to ensure that we never 
lose sight of  the fact that we are all brothers and sisters under God and so love, compassion and co-operation will 
ultimately outweigh prejudice and division.

Yours, in Christ
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Statement from Rev A Lomas on behalf  of  Rev Charlotte Sullivan 
and the Bordeaux Wardens

The Future of the Bordeaux Anglican Community

Over recent years we have had many wonderful changes in our Anglican 
Church in Bordeaux. We have had a time of  growth in our Congregation 
– across all age groups and across different cultures. This has included an 
expansion of  the Sunday School, the development of  a Youth Group and 
regular Madagascan services. We continue to have weekly Bible studies and 
are aspiring to start other Sunday and midweek activities. We have continued 
with our fellowship bring-and-share lunches on a regular basis. We have 
been blessed with the Ordination of  Charlotte Sullivan and her subsequent 
appointment to the post of  Resident Priest. We have become aware that 
the development of  the school and religious community at Assomption 
has made it increasingly difficult to accommodate the needs of  a growing 
parish church alongside their needs. On Monday, 15th October 2018, I 
attended a meeting with the Director, senior staff  and Mother Superior of  
l’Assomption.  I was accompanied at this meeting by the Resident Priest, 
Rev'd. Charlotte Sullivan and our three Wardens. 

At the meeting it was acknowledged that we are a growing congregation 
with a mission to expand our activities.  At the same time the school is 
rapidly changing and developing their premises and also has an increasing 
range of  activities so that it is not possible to give access to the Chapelle 
outside the hours of  9.30 and 13.00 on a Sunday morning and, for a 
number of  good reasons, it will not be possible to use any areas other 
than the Church and the Cloister area. Therefore, it was agreed that our 
growing parish life was not compatible with what is primarily an educational 
establishment. Since the beginning of  the year we have already been 
exploring the possibility of  finding alternative premises for some or all of  
our activities.  

It was unanimously agreed at the meeting that the Anglican Church 
Community of  Bordeaux will move to new premises before the end of  
2018. Until that time we will continue Sunday worship at 10h30, we will 
have access to the cloisters during that time, and permission has been given 
for the choir to rehearse on Saturday afternoon as normal. We will be able 
to use the parking facilities during these hours, but access to the park itself  
will not be possible. We have committed to supervising the red gate on the 
Boulevards when it is open and locking it when supervision is not available.

Meanwhile members of  the committee and the Chaplaincy are actively 
seeking new premises for our congregation so that we can continue to grow 
in our Faith and share with others the wonderful message of  the Gospel.

We remain immensely grateful for the welcome extended by the Sisters 
and staff  of  Assomption to our community over almost 30 years and we 
wish to celebrate with them a service of  thanksgiving for the many years 
of  cooperation and friendship. Please pray that the Lord will guide us and 
richly bless us in this new direction.

          Rev’d Tony Lomas, Chaplain, Chaplaincy of  Aquitaine

From your Editor

What a lot of  
wonderful warm 
and sunny days 
we have had 
in October. I 
know some hardy souls are 
still swimming with the water 
temperature at just 18 degrees 
- Bob and I took our last swim 
earlier in the month at 21 degrees!  
Quite cool enough for us! The 
cranes have been flying south 
though so we know autumn 
is definitely with us. What a 
wonderful sound they make as 
they fly over our house.

Also this month Bob and I were 
called back to the Prefecture in 
Perigueux to collect our cartes de 
sejour. We are more than happy to 
give anyone advice on obtaining 
this document though obviously 
we  realise some of  you would be 
going to a different prefecture so 
procedures may vary. Please do 
read the further information you 
will find on page 5.  Just contact us 
on bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com if  
you would like any help.

I hope you find plenty of  
interest this month in the 
magazine - as so often a great 
eclectic mix including lots of  
important information.  I hope 
you enjoy your read.

                                  Love Gill
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Don’t forget!

  Articles for this 
magazine are always

 very welcome!
Please note the 
Editor’s new 

email address: 
bobgillsweetman24@

gmail.com
Deadline for next issue 
is 20th of November.

On Nov 11, 1918, the leaders of  the countries engaged in World World 
I ended four years of  conflict. To commemorate this historic event, 

which laid the foundation for a new world, many ceremonies, exhibitions, 
and other events will be held throughout France. The regions directly 
affected by the conflict will have the most notable commemorations, 
particularly the North and East.

2018 marks the end of  the commemoration of  WWI, begun in 2014. This 
year, the country continues to honor the soldiers who fought on French 
territory, particularly in the trenches of  the Western Front. But it is also 
time for the celebration of  peace, since we commemorate the centenial of  
the Armistice signed on November 11, 1918 in the clearing of  Rethondes, 
in the Hauts-de-France. For the occasion, the Armistice Memorial, located 

in Compiègne, created 
a new, more immersive 
and more educational 
scenography. One 
of  the highlights is a 
reconstruction of  the 
traincar in which the 
Armistice was signed.

In Verdun, in Lorraine, 
the symbolic city of  
WWI, the World Peace 
Center depicts the period 

of  1918-1919 through contemporaneous French and international press 
coverage. On display until Dec 20, 2018, the exhibition "From World War 
to European Peace" is based on some 150 newspapers reporting on the 
political and social context of  the post-war period. There is also the theme 
of  the post-war period at the Musée de l'Ardenne in Charleville-Mézières, 
through the exhibition "Finir la guerre 1918-1933", until February 2019.

In 2018, Georges Clémenceau, President of  the Council and Minister of  
War from 1917 to 1920, nicknamed "Père la Victoire" is also being honored. 
This opportunity to (re)discover the French politician includes several 
exhibitions dedicated to him, at the Clémenceau Museum and in his former 
office in Paris, but also in his birthplace in Vendée, which has been recently 
opened to the public.

Carte de Sejour

On Friday 19th October 2018 
Reverend Charlotte Sullivan 
attended a meeting at Bordeaux 
on Brexit which was chaired by 
the Ambassador of  the British 
Consulate regarding the situation 
of  British Nationals based in 
France.  More than 80 people were 
in attendance.

Many questions were asked but 
it became clear that the advice 
given by the British Consulate 
was that an email should be sent 
to your local Sous Prefecture 
requesting an application and a 
date for a rendezvous to obtain a 
permanent residence card namely a 
Carte Sejour.

It was emphasized at the 
meeting that this application 
should be made before 29th March 
2019 when the United Kingdom 
leaves the European Union so 
that your details are recorded 
in the system even though your 
rendezvous date may be thereafter.  

Once the email has been 
received at the Sous Prefecture you 
will receive the necessary forms 
in which to start the process of  
obtaining your Carte Sejour.
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Weekend retreat at l’Abbaye d’Echourgnac

On a weekend in September about 15 women met together at L’Abbaye 
d’Echourgnac to listen to God.  The abbey stands on a hill above the 

village of  Echourgnac and is  beautiful  and very well maintained . The 
rooms were modern and comfortable so we were able to settle in and relax 
straightaway. 

We were led by the Reverend Canon Elaine Labourel, Amanda Allchorn 
and our own Reverend Charlotte Sullivan and they had prepared a full 
programme of  studies for us so that there was no time to worry about what 
we were going to do!

We had seven sessions in all and they all had the common theme of  how 
we listen to God.  These included ideas to help us connect with God which 
is something we all find difficult at some time in our life.  

The most important thing for me from this weekend was the opportunity 
to spend time in God’s presence which is so precious in our busy lives.  
The leaders all showed us different ways to help us focus and allow God’s 
presence to make itself  real to us.

One session that Charlotte led was called ‘imaginary prayer’ where we 
prayerfully placed ourselves in a gospel scene from the bible.  Charlotte led 
us through an example and it was amazing to let your imagination take you 
into an unknown place where Jesus was actually present with you.  

We also learnt how to recognise God’s words as he speaks to us through 
the passages that we read.  This was really helpful as so often a bible passage 
doesn’t seem relevant to us.  Elaine showed us how to use the Lectio Divina 
which describes a way of  reading the scriptures whereby we let go of  our 
own agenda and open ourselves to what God wants to say to us.

The retreat was well received by all the women present and we gave the 
leaders some small gifts of  thanks (bought from the Abbey shop of  course!) 
to show our gratitude for all their hard work.  I want to encourage more 
women to take up this opportunity of  learning about God in a safe place 
with some wonderful support and teaching.  We all came back refreshed and 
ready to serve!

Kathryn Carr    kathryn@enviro-advice.co.uk

Photograph 
Competition !

 
Bishop Robert would like to hang 
some pictures in the Diocesan 
office in London that would 
capture the essence of  the Diocese 
in Europe.

As such he would like to 
invite chaplaincies to submit 
photographs that demonstrate a 
beautiful place or building in the 
locality where your community 
gathers ( Church or the 
surrounding area). 

The pictures will be placed 
where visitors can see them. 

We ask that you send your 
photos by email in high resolution 
by November 30th. Please send 
your images to admin@europe.
anglican.org 

We are very much looking 
forward to receiving your pictures 

Kind regards, 
 Caroline Gaumy

Administrative Secretary and PA to the 
Archdeacon of  France and Monaco

It would be good to see a 
winning entry from Aquitaine!
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Chap-Aid has 
sent funds to help 
emergency relief  
efforts for both 
Shelterbox (1350 €) 
and Médecins sans 
Frontières (630 €).
If  people would 
like to donate to the 
emergency fund, they 
can contact  “treasurer.
chapaid@gmail.com” 
to find out how.

EMERGENCY: INDONESIA 
TSUNAMI AND EARTHQUAKE

 ‘Handing on the Torch’  – a 5-session course for discussion and  fellowship 

The Chaplaincy has been ‘encouraging growth’ and these five sessions and discussions 
are aimed to help us to consider how we individually grow and encourage each other 
and others on their journeys. An ecumenical course by John Young, who says:
“Christianity is the largest movement our world has ever seen. It continues to grow at an 
immense pace – especially in Asia (including China), Africa and Latin America. At the 
same time, Christianity in the West struggles to grow and – perhaps – even to survive. 
In this course we consider some of  the reasons for this and what it might mean for 
individual Christians, for churches and for Western culture, in a world where alternative 
beliefs are increasingly on offer.” 

When and where? 
On Thursdays, 10:00 coffee for a 10:30 start to 12:30 followed by a light lunch
Session 1 – 29 November – Tina Marshall’s home - La Grange, Le Bourg, 47330 Montauriol
Session 2 –6 December - Liz Morris’s home - Maison Neuve, Eyrenville, Plaisance
Session 3 – 13 December - Tina Marshall’s home - La Grange, Le Bourg, 47330 Montauriol
Session 4 – 20 December - Tina Marshall’s home - La Grange, Le Bourg, 47330 Montauriol
Session 5 – 3rd Jan 2019 - Tina Marshall’s home - La Grange, Le Bourg, 47330 Montauriol
It isn’t necessary to attend all sessions; a course booklet will be offered costing 4 euros.
Please contact Tina Marshall to book your place or for more information: tinamarshall1407@aol.co.uk; landline 
05.53.49.45.75; UK mobile (text or whatsapp) +44 (0) 7970 079809
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MUDDLE-AGED
I remember vividly the war time...
Visiting my grandmother who'd been evacuated to the country.
A cow's enormous head forcing its way  through the kitchen window.....
Sitting high, high up at the table, safely in a high chair with my mother just below,
sitting on a stool....
Eating 'soldiers' - long thin pieces of  bread, dunked in egg yolk as yellow as
the  daffodils outside in the field...
The rank piss of  dandelions...
The drone of  high-flying aeroplanes lazily circling like buzzards in the blue sky on a hot afternoon....
The call of  the curious cuckoo in the deep, green woods...
Back home near the bombs, fear...
Fire engines, Tchaikovsky, Dvorak - a house fire nearby as we played an old turntable and watched our revolving 
records..and more fear.
My big brother putting tiny 'snow-white' figures onto the central peg, making them dance round and round... 

I remember (often with a shudder!) my Teens:
Repetitive rhythms of  tennis balls out in the road -no cars around then...
The musical laughter of  friends...
Guide camp in Wales - prefer to forget that...
The prophetic unease in the gym, and the foetid aroma of  sweat...
Outside toilets, vile and smelly...
Gymslips and socks - awful....
To Witherslack Hall, Cumbria, with the Crusaders, 
 Easter, twelve years old and final, certain Christian commitment made.
The school field - a short cut back to  home...
Walking the dogs along the canal with a friend, seeing a man exposing himself  ...
The subsequent police interview at home with my parents...
Playing the double bass in the Youth Orchestra, falling in love with - Sibelius! ....  

I remember, (with fondness) my working life...
Trying to take a blood sample from an already deceased patient (!) and the scorn and teasing from the other 
students...
Falling asleep when taking a pulse in the early hours after three continuous days and nights as a house surgeon...
Watching a patient breathing more easily immediately after receiving an injection...
The futility of  having to obey the law and certify to the police team that the headless corpse was indeed dead...
The hug and kiss of  a Down's syndrome child when she knew she would receive life-saving cardiac surgery..
The stench, and the anguish of  the team, finding a dead body decomposing, trapped alone in his house...

BUT, NOW, CAN I REMEMBER?
Where I have just left my glasses?...
Where I went yesterday?...
Why I came upstairs a few minutes ago...
What time the buses run on Sundays...
The name of  our new neighbour.....
My best friend's birthday....
If  I have taken my tablets today....
      OH DEAR!

jennifergray2016 
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Cooking in November with Frances Pengelly

Somehow this year has flown 
by and we are now celebrating 

the autumn days.   Cold nights 
and mornings and warm sunny 
cloudless skies. 

As November is coming up fast 
I have looked up a few recipes for 
some unusual chutneys and pickles 
that you can give as Christmas 
presents.  It’s good to get them 
made this month, they can then sit 
and mature ready for December.   
There’s nothing like a homemade 
bright coloured jar given as a gift.   
Somehow now is the time of  year 
to get back to being a real cook 
again, spices and fruits beckon us 
to get cracking and use them while 
we can.   

We start with Spiced Beetroot 
and Orange Chutney.  In a 
preserving pan mix together the 
following ingredients well.  1 ½ kg 
raw beetroot, peeled and diced:  3 
chopped  onions:  2 eating apples 
peeled and grated:  zest and juice 
of  3 oranges:  2tbs white mustard 
seeds:  1 tbs coriander seed:  2 
tbs ground cloves:  l tbs ground 
cinnamon:  700ml red wine 
vinegar:  700g golden granulated 
sugar.   Bring all this to a gentle 
simmer, stirring occasionally until 
chutney thickens and the beetroot 
is tender.   Sort your jars out, wash 
and sterilise in the microwave or 
oven for 15 minutes.   Once the 
chutney is ready, let it stand and 
settle for 10 minutes.   Spoon 

into jars and seal.  It will keep up 
to 6 months in a cool dark place.   
Once opened keep in the fridge 
and eat within 2 months.

Mary  Berry’s Christmas 
Chutney.   In a preserving, 
or heavy based pan put 900g 
tomatoes peeled and chopped:  
add l large chopped aubergine and 
1 green pepper, 900g:  add 700g 
chopped onion:  4 fat crushed 
garlic cloves.  Cover with a lid 
bring to boil and then simmer 
for 1 hour, stirring occasionally 
until tender.  Then tip in 350g 
granulated  sugar:  300ml vinegar:  
salt:  1 tbs each of  crushed 
coriander seeds, paprika, cayenne 
pepper.   Stir until sugar has 
dissolved and bring to boil for 30 
minutes until it achieves a good 
chunky consistency.  Make sure 
mixture does not burn.   Spoon 
chutney into sterilised jars and seal.   
Leave to mature for a month in a 
cool place.

My quince tree is fully laden 
again this year.   Why not make 
this pickled quince recipe which 
most certainly can be given as a 
present, eaten with cold turkey 
or ham or cheese.   Pour 750ml 
cider vinegar into a stainless 
steel pan.   Add 400g granulated 
sugar, 12 juniper berries, 8 black 
peppercorns and a couple of  
bay leaves.   Bring to boil, then 
turn heat down.   Peel and core 
3 quinces, cutting them into 6 

lengthways.   Lower them into 
simmering vinegar mixture and 
leave fruit to cook for 15-25 
minutes untio skewer soft.   Lift 
fruit out carefully and lower into 
storage jars.   Pour over liqueur, 
seal and store.

Here is a recipe for a fruity, 
low sugar mincemeat.   This 
is not one to be kept in jars on 
your larder shelf, I suggest when 
made, freeze in small amounts, 
enough for a good batch of  mince 
pies.   You will need:  75g dried 
chopped apricots;  75g chopped 
unsweetened dates:  75g each of  
sultanas and raisins:  12 stoned 
and chopped prunes, 6 chopped 
dried figs:  30 chopped almonds:  
2 apples, peeled, cored and sliced 
(sweet eating apples):  125ml 
brandy:  juice ½  lemon:  rind 
of  ½  orange:  2tbs orange or 
apple juice:  ¼ tsp of  cinnamon, 
nutmeg, ground ginger, allspice.   I 
think these are meagre portions of  
spice, decide carefully at the end 
of  making.   Snip large fruit with 
scissors and put all ingredients 
into a medium sized saucepan and 
bring to a low simmer.   Gently 
cook, stirring occasionally until 
apple softens.   Try not to get too 
much of  a mush.   When cool pack 
into boxes for freezer.

Look for a recipe for apple 
terrine, slow cooked apples in a 
caramel sauce, rich and buttery, 
divine with cream.   An alternative 
to Christmas pudding.  There are 
plenty of  suitable apples about 
this year.  I am hooked on its  
deliciousness.   
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‘Comfort and strength…’
… a returning to church through the love and practical support

of the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’s Funeral Ministry’
 

There are times in our lives, especially when a loved one dies suddenly, when we need to know that there is 
someone who will comfort us and ‘hold our hand’, through the grief  and practical arrangements that need to be 

made. Having moved to France from the UK, Bridget Kenna was faced with the sudden death of  her husband Tony 
in 2015. Who do you turn to for the love, support and guidance needed at a time like this? Her powerful story below 
is an illustration of  how the Anglican Church in Aquitaine serves and cares for the bereaved.

‘I come from a Church-going family, having been christened, confirmed and married in the same Church, as had 
several previous generations of my family, and having spent my teenage years attending Church youth club.   This, 
of course, is true of thousands of other families in the U.K. but times change, children move away from home and 
communities break up.   Once I had moved away from my home town, work and study seemed to be all-consuming 
and it never occurred to me to seek out a church in each new town.   Finally, when my husband and I retired and later 
moved to the Charente in France, my visits to French churches were purely as a lover of history and architecture. 

When my husband Tony passed away in 2015, it was so sudden and unexpected that I was bereft for a few days and 
my kind neighbours took control and made arrangements with the funeral directors.   However, of one thing I was 
sure –  that I wanted a religious service at the crematorium.   After all, I believe that the funeral service is not for the 
benefit of the deceased but for the comfort of the ones left behind.

A friend had heard of the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine and kindly found me a telephone number in Bordeaux.   The 
American lady I spoke to had never heard of my village in the Charente but promised to find a Chaplain from 
somewhere in the area, who turned out to be Brian Davies.   

Brian visited me and we made the arrangements for the funeral.   We were a tiny congregation at the service as 
funerals in France, have to be held so quickly and only a few people could manage to come over from England at short 
notice.   However, Brian held a lovely service and just having him there gave me comfort and strength.  On a following 
visit Brian told me about the Anglican services held at Bertric-Burée.   I knew of the Church, of course – I can see the 
spire from my back garden, but I had no idea that they held Anglican services, so I decided to visit.  

Everybody at the church was very kind and very welcoming and although many of the hymns were unfamiliar, it 
felt quite natural and comfortable to be once more part of a church congregation.    It also gave me the feeling that, 
although I live alone, I am nevertheless not alone.   I have made many new friends whom I know I could rely on for 
support if I was troubled.   

Once, when speaking to my sister on the telephone, she remarked that ‘finding this church has really been a lifeline 
for me’.   Now when I visit the cemetery to tend to the flowers and have a chat to Tony, I feel as if God is there keeping 
an eye on me, and perhaps holding my hand’

‘Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil,
    for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

Psalm 23 v 4

If  you have would like to know more about this Funeral ministry, or even offer a 
gift to support the work of  the Anglican Chaplains in Aquitaine, please contact 
Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87    revtonylomas@gmail.com
Your donation will go towards funding the costs involved for Chaplains to travel to 
those who need to know Christ’s love for them, practically and spiritually in their 
darkest moments.

                     
                Amanda Allchorn
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Around theDiocese:

Friends of the Diocese in Europe 
Annual Service & Lunch
About 45 of  us gathered at noon on Saturday 15th 
September, St. Cyprian’s day, in St Mark’s Church on 
the edge of  Regent’s Park, London. It is sometimes 
known as the “Zoo Church” as the Zoo is close by, and 
an enlightened Vicar, Hugh Stuckey, in 1928 decided to 
raise church funds by offering afternoon tea on August 
bank holidays to weary families. 

Bishop Robert celebrated the Eucharist for us. The 
good people of  St. Mark’s parish welcomed us and 
provided servers, thurifer and churchwardens (to guard 

Reader 
Preaching 
Workshop
Early October, saw a 
group of  Readers and 
Readers in Training 
arrive at Saint Columba’s 
House in Woking for a 
Workshop on preaching. 

The facilitators were Bishop David, the Revd Canon Elaine Labourel and the Revd Dale Hanson.
We were treated to excellent talks from Bishop David and Revd Dale covering the theology behind preaching 

the Word as well as practical advice and tips on how to preach effectively. All this to help us to lead people to an 
encounter with the living Christ.

On the final day we were ‘put on the spot’. Each person was given a page of  the newspaper. We were asked 
to pick a headline or an article. We were given 30 minutes to write a ‘four minute thought for the day’, which we 
were to present to the rest of  the group. It was a fascinating exercise, intended to teach us to ‘think on our feet’. 
Everyone entered into the spirit of  the event with enormous creativity. Elaine and Dale gave ‘honest’ but constructive 
comments on our efforts. It was a wonderful weekend with good friends, inspiring worship, excellent teaching, 
fellowship and fun. It was another very successful Reader workshop.
Ed: can you spot our Chaplaincy Warden, Janis Adams in the photo?

the Bishop). William Gulliford preached. He cleverly, and amusingly, wove together the themes of  St.Cyprian, witness, 
martyrdom and his own work with the ordinands and postulants of  our Diocese. Our singing was full-throated and 
movingly led by a voluntary choir led by Fr.Peter McGeary, who sang the Byrd four-part Mass; and to conclude 
the service Archdeacon Meurig had chosen Bishop Geoffrey’s hymn, “Lord, we give you praise and glory”, sung to 
the European anthem, Beethoven’s Ode to Joy. The Organ was fittingly played to its splendid potential by Michael 
Bowden, St.Mark’s regular organist. Together we offered an enthusiastic and memorable act of  thanksgiving, prayer 
and worship.

Afterwards we all enjoyed a glass of  wine and a most generous and tasty lunch.
John-Henry Bowden

You can read this article in full here: https://europe.anglican.org/main/latest-news/post/1427-friends-of-the-diocese-in-europe-annual-
service-lunch
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Many people have to undergo a cataract 
operation as Sheila Campbell from 
Ste. Nathalène recently did.  Here she 
explains about the procedure to assist 
anyone who may be feeling nervous about 
what is ahead of  them: 

Cataract operation
Preparation, to take a shower 
night before the operation and 
also on the day of  the operation 
with prescribed liquid (betadine in 
my case). Method for showering 
must follow in correct order as 
described below:-

Hair, head, body back and front, 
arms, hands, legs, feet, armpits, 
and finally private parts.

On day of  operation:-
Arrive at preset time. At the 

Clinique de Park in Perigueux in 
my case, I took a ticket from the 
machine for “entrees” and then sat 
in the waiting area until the board 
lit  up with my number and told 
me to which office I had to go.

At the office I was asked for 
the signed papers which gave 
the name of  the person I had 
chosen to be contacted in an 
emergency.  I paid any amounts 
which had been specified on the 
document I received on my first 
visit (pre operation). The office 
staff  directed me to where to go 
ie:- floor, waiting area. On arrival, 
a member of  staff  called out my 
name.

In the office, the administrator 
put a small tablet in my eye (it 
does not hurt and it is not itchy. 
It seems to just melt). This is to 
dilate the pupil. After that I was 
taken to my room where I put 
on the theatre clothing: gown, 
trousers, slippers, over slippers and 
hair protector.

A Member of  staff  came for me 
and initially I was transported by 
wheelchair to the surgical theatre 
where I was transferred to a 
theatre bed.

At this stage, a canula was put 
in my arm. The equivalent of  a 
clothes peg put on my finger to 
measure pulse (I think) and my 
blood pressure taken about three 
times. On the bed I was covered 
with a sheet, and then a plastic 
covering. Drops were put in my 
eye.

Next I was wheeled to surgery 
and the operation commenced.

For my long sight, I saw a very 
small scalpel about three to four 
inches long which was visible in a 
light fog. I was told to lie still, and 
look straight ahead. In doing so, I 
saw four surgical lights and then a 
kaleidoscope of  colour. Gold, red, 
silver stars, and swirling arcs of  
similar colours. It was beautiful.  In 
an amazing short time, the surgeon 
told me he had finished. I had not 
felt anything and I had enjoyed the 
colour display. I was then wheeled 
out of  surgery and back to my 
room where I was given a light 
meal:- natural yoghurt, puréed 
apple, and two small cakes as well 
as a hot drink.

I dressed and waited for 
transport home. I was given a 
prescription to get the medication 
for my eyes, and next day went to 
see the surgeon in his office. He 
then tested my sight and looked 
into my eye.  He then told me 
that I could drive the car without 
glasses. An incredible change, no 
glasses and that I was perfectly safe 
to drive. A gift of  sight, as though 
I was 21 again.

My second eye was to have long 
sight with a little short sight lens 
and this operation was similar to 
the first in preparation and arrival 
in theatre, There were more drops 
in my eye than the first time, and 
once surgery commenced, I was 
aware of  the four surgical lights 
which changed colour occasionally.  
No kaleidoscope this time.  Again 
before very long the surgeon said 
it was finished.

At both operations, the eye 
is covered with a plastic shield 
afterwards and taped to hold 
this in place. It is possible to see 
through the plastic. This remains 
overnight and is removed the next 
morning, drops are put in the 
eye at different times during the 
day. For a few nights the plastic 
covering has to be put over the eye 
for protection whilst sleeping.

My opinion, fantastic, well worth 
doing and definitely, no need for 
any anxiety.

My grateful thanks to Docteur 
Des Beauvais and all the medical 
and administrative staff  who cared 
for me.  I just hope this helps 
anyone making a decision for a 
cataract operation.  Unfortunately, 
with all operations, there is an 
element of  risk.  I have been 
very fortunate, as all the prayer 
cover I have received through the 
Chaplaincy prayer chain, has meant 
total inner peace free from all 
anxiety and I am forever grateful.

Sheila Campbell
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Have you looked 
at the Chaplaincy 
website lately?    

Sermons, Events, Photos, 
general information 

and lots more.  Amy & 
Charlotte work hard to 
keep it updated so why 

not check it out on a 
regular basis!

Come and see at
www.

churchinaquitaine.
org

Support for English speaking 
dementia sufferers in the Dordogne

L’Association France Alzheimer 
Dordogne

2 rue Emille Counord 24100 Bergerac

Tel: 05 53 27 30 34

Mail: alzheimer.dordogne@orange.fr

Website: www.francealzheimer-dordogne.org

Do you know who your 
Ancestors were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes to Chaplaincy 
Funds, Gill will research your ancestors and 
then provide you with a report and a family 

tree. 
Or why not make it a special gift for a 

relative?   
For more information speak to Gill Sweetman 

on 05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

Is drinking costing more than money?
Alcoholics Anonymous

If you or someone you know has a drinking problem, 
there are now a number of  English-speaking 
meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous in the South West 
of France.

Contact – Ewen 05 53 05 76 62 or 

Roger 05 55 76 22 65

Ste. Catherine’s Singers 
present 

The Gift
by Graham Kendrick

Wednesday 5th December 15.00h
Eglise Ste. Catherine

Limeuil Haut

Tea, coffee and cakes available 
Free entry 

There will be a retiring collection 
in aid of Chaplaincy Funds
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09

November Services
Remembrance Sunday 11 November    1030  Holy Communion    Negrondes    Rev Brian Davies
Sunday 18 November     1030  Holy Communion    Chancelade    Rev Tony Lomas  
Sunday 25 November     1030  Family Service         Negrondes     Sheila Marshall

How time Flies ! Here we are looking to light fires in remembrance of  Guy Fawkes and still enjoying 24 degrees 
in the middle of  the day, well it is  while I’m writing this contribution to the Magazine, I can hardly believe it, 

but golly I do enjoy it.

Let’s all light fires, as the song says ;  
It only takes a spark to get a fire going

And soon all those around can warm up in it’s glowing;
That’s how it is with Gods love, 

Once you’ve experienced it:
You spread His love to everyone, You want to pass it on.

Not a bad idea, have a bonfire party and invite your friends share a little of  
God love with them.

We have other things to remember this month, 100 years since the end of  WW1. So much loss 
and pain , arguments, fights, war. Do they ever really solve problems ? In the end it’s round a 
table and talk.  But we do remember and should continue to do so , those brave and innocent 
boys, men, women and girls gave so very much . Their youth, their very best years and often, too 
often, their lives. Whether they were at the front in a trench or in a factory making arms, both 
dangerous places.
Let’s never forget and work towards peace in whatever circumstances we find ourselves, be it 

in the home or anywhere beyond. Let us all be carriers of  peace, in our hearts and  try to make it so tangible that it 
becomes contagious. The whole world certainly needs it. Another spark to pass on maybe.

Last month we had a quiz evening and although we were few in number owing to many friends 
either out of  the country or bed-bound with  unwelcome germs. The event was to raise funds 
to aid the victims of  the Indonesian Tsunami, as yet there are still some monies to come in but 
it’s looking like over 250€ . Very many thanks to all for your support. To those under par we 
hope to see you back amongst us soon.

 
We have a Creative afternoon that started on 30th October which we hope to continue either weekly or every 14days.   
Contact Elizabeth at brook.elizabeth@orange.fr for more details.

Will this lovely weather continue or shall we be reaching for woolly socks and thick coats and hats ? Whatever the 
weather throws at us this winter we have the warmth of  Gods’ love in and around us. Just pass it on.
Blessings to All.
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Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

November Services
Sunday 4th November   11:00   Prayer & Praise with Communion
Sunday 18th November  11:00   Prayer & Praise

7th October Service. Mark 10:2-12 Tony explored how we tackle difficult issues, like divorce in the reading. 
One technique suggests we identify exactly what the issue is and then reflect on it from three perspectives: scripture 
– tradition – reason. Tony went through the technique but it was inconclusive. God wants us to live with the tension. 
We must question like a child, why, rather than to accept things 
at face value.  We prefer to try and find convenient answers. Jesus 
questions the Law but upholds it, he doesn’t throw it out.  There is 
no easy answer.  
Thank you to those who gave generously to the appeal for aid for 
the disaster relief  work in Indonesia. So far 180€ has been sent to 
Chap-aid, to pass on to Shelter Box/MSF. There will be further 
opportunities to give at our future services.  Ashley joined the 
music group and played her recorder. We look forward to seeing 
more of  Ashley and Ian when they stay at their holiday home. 
There was also a welcome return for Bob and Sue who were 
holidaying in their motorhome and nice to see William again.  As it 
was raining we had to have lunch inside. 

Please give donations to Jeff, for the stall at the Vide Grenier on the 25th Nov 
at Le Bugue and come and support us. The proceeds will go to New Dawn for 
their work in Nepal. 

Our bilingual, ecumenical Carol service is early this year: 10th December 17.00 followed by mulled wine or fruit 
juice and stollen. Collection will go to Resto du Coeur.

Extract from Grace Notes by Philip Yancey. A child from a balanced family receives two kinds of  love. Mother-love 
tends to be unconditional, accepting the child no matter what. Father-love tends to be more provisional, bestowing 
approval as the child meets certain standards of  behaviour. A child needs to receive and internalise both kinds of  
love.  Many people understand the father-love of  the Old Testament. Jesus brought the message of  the mother-love 
to balance the father-love in the OT. Christ came to prostitutes, worthless people, misshapen people and forgave 
them. A mother's love will not desert, even when a child commits a crime, it forgives any weakness. The disciples 
realized that Christ still loved them, even after they had betrayed him. 

"Christ was never known to desert other people if  they had trouble. When women were in tears, he stayed by their 
side. When old folks were lonely, he sat with them quietly. It was nothing miraculous but the sunken eyes overflowed 
with love more profound than a miracle. And regarding those who deserted him, those who betrayed him, not a word 
of  resentment came to his lips. No matter what happened, he was the man of  sorrows and he prayed for nothing but 
their salvation." Shusaku Endo 'A Life of  Jesus'.
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Bordeaux   
(33) Chapelle de l’Assomption,   
370 bd Président Wilson,   (opposite 
the British Consulate).

CW    Heather Gardiner         07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson               05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10  69 17  
      Nellie Salvi                     05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78
ML    Heather Gardiner         07 87 71 92 52  
PC     Christine Rychlewski   06 81 85 72 97

Please read on page 4 the statement made by Tony Lomas regarding the Bordeaux Church 
Services for November 
4th November   Family Communion      Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
11th November  Family Communion Remembrance Service   Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
18th November   Morning Worship with Communion  Gospel  Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
25th November  All Age Worship      Janis Adams

9th December  Carol Services – venues and times to be confirmed
Christmas Bazaar will be on 1st December in the afternoon – venue and times to be confirmed 
All news will be posted on the website

Across the Generations
Children’s sponsored walk
This year’s sponsored walk was proposed to the kids, with the intent of  making them 
feel a part of  body of  Christ. So the children would offer their physical strength to 

walk and seek to raise funds. It took place at 
Parc Bordelais, with 5 children accompanied by 
parents and some adults. The children had an 
average age of  9. (Youngest was Teddy - 6 years 
old)
Thanks be to God, it rained during the entire 
walk - measuring 2.25Km. Even more amazing 
was that none of  the children complained - allowing a 
comparison with the Israelites whom came out of  Egypt. (Num 11:1). The rain 
did not prevent the walk from taking place. The children decided to replace 

the sun and to shine for God and give praise to His Glory.  It was definitely a lesson for all of  us on that day, that no 
matter what is before us, if  God is for us, who (or what) can be against us. (Rom 8:31)         Johnson Low
Happy Birthday to Anne Dorizon

As you know, a lady should never be asked her age. However, September was high 
time to join together as Anne's church family to wish her a very happy 90 printemps ! 
Ninety springtimes ... the French express themselves in such a nice way.
Good friend, John Salvi, gave a splendid 
tribute at the end of  the last Sunday service 
in September to Anne whom he met in 
1957, he being a young 21 at the time and 
Anne a mere 29. Married to dear François, 
the love of  her life, for over 60 years, she 
has much for which to be thankful. John 
cited church friends from the old times, 
most of  them now departed, "but above 

all, the ladies who ruled the roost and looked after the stagiaires, especially 
during the Thés dansants at the Consulate on Sunday afternoons and the Christmas Sale (now the Christmas Bazaar) - 
Meg Wilson, Mary Clarke, Flora Perris and, of  course, ANNE!".
Anne was indeed surprised by the treats received that Sunday - cards from each of  the children, a beautiful glowing 
birthday cake prepared by Anne Sharp, and a card and bouquet organised by our Pamela. 
John finished off  with "A very Happy Birthday, Anne, and may you live to receive the telegram from the Queen”.
                       Lindsay Megraud

These boots were made for walking

Walk this way

The Young(er) John Salvi gives the 
birthday speech

Four Score Years and Ten - 
looking forward to the century!
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Kid's choir
After the summer holiday, it has been time for the kids to resume choir practices after each service in Bordeaux. 
It was good to hear the children sing during communion at the "rentrée." On Sunday October 14th, Christine had 
chosen some of  the songs the children know well such as  "Father we love You, we worship and adore You." We 
heard some people say "The kids were in good voice this morning, lots of  noise," and Stephen answered, "Yes, they 
sing with their heart." Now it is time to prepare for Christmas, among the hymns the children will be learning "Noël 
c'est l'amour” to add to their repertoire. 
                  Stephen Razafindratsima
French-Madagascans
It has been good to have for the first time a wedding in the Madagascan congregation of  Bordeaux. Zo and Kola, 
members of  the Madagascan Anglican community said "yes" on September 29th. The wedding was celebrated by 
Revd Tony Lomas at Notre de Dame de Bordeaux Church. They thanked Amy, Revd Tony and the whole community 
for their help.
                 Stephen Razafindratsima
The Samaritan Trust in Blantyre Malawi
In September I was visiting Malawi in southern Africa to spend a couple of  weeks with my wife Heather who goes 
there every year to teach medical students at the College of  Medicine. Heather will describe her work in next month’s 
magazine.
On our last full day in Malawi Heather took me to visit Maggie Mukwenha and the project she is responsible for, 
called the Samaritan Trust http://www.samaritantrust.org
The Samaritan Trust is an organisation that rescues vulnerable children and orphans from the streets and gives the 
opportunities for their future through education and vocational training. It has 
recently celebrated its 25th birthday.
But words are very dry and uninspiring compared to what it is like to witness for 
yourself  the amazing work that is going on there Young lives being transformed by 
love and dedication and hard work. This is charitable work at the coal face. It is not 
showy and spectacular, it requires hard work and patience and persistence. But the 
impact is amazing with children who otherwise would be working on the streets for a 
gang master, going to school for the first time or learning a trade, and in some cases 
going to the very same College of  Medicine at which Heather works.
We met one young boy of  ten who had recently arrived. He is small for his age 
because of  undernourishment, he is HIV positive and he is an orphan. First his 
mother died of  AIDS, then his father remarried but when his father also died of  
AIDS the young man’s new step-mother and family kicked him out. Now he has a 
future because of  the Samaritan Trust.
There are a number of  ways of  helping this amazing organisation, through donations 
or sponsoring an individual child, and the details are on the web page. Below is a 
list given to us by Margaret of  the current students that need sponsoring either at 
secondary school or medical college. If  you want to know more, please contact Heather 
(heathermariongardiner@gmail.com) or me (barrygardiner54@gmail.com)           Barry Gardiner

Name   Sex  Level of  Education  Amount Required per Semester
Joshua Magombo Male  Private Secondary School  £30
Joseph Kamiloni  Male  Government Secondary School  £50
Grecuim Lomesi Male  Government Secondary School  £15
Sammantha Dickson Female  Government Secondary School  £20
Mercy Banda  Female  Government Secondary School  £21
Emily Kunsomati Female  Government Secondary School  £22
Cecilia Kumusi  Female  Government Secondary School  £45
Edith Whyson  Female  Government Secondary School  £25
Caroline Suwedi  Female  Government Secondary School  £25
Chisomo Mkwate Female  Government Secondary School  £30
Victoria Mkwate  Female  Government Secondary School  £90
Simon Maston  Male  College of  Medicine   £940

Heather and Barry with 
Margaret Mukwenha 

(Director of Samaritan Trust)
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Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
 Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59 
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Vicki Swaine  05 24 10 60 08

November Services
Sunday 04 November    10:30  Prayer & Praise  David Albrecht
Sunday 11 November ** 11:00  Remembrance Service  Rev'd Tony Lomas
Thursday 15 November   10:30  BCP Holy Communion Rev'd Louise Courtney
Sunday 18 November    10:30  Morning Worship  Roger Cheale
Sunday 25 November    10:30  Holy Communion  Rev'd Louise Courtney
                followed by Bring & Share lunch

**  Please note that  on Remembrance Sunday at 10.30 we shall all meet by the chateau entrance to join with the 
French and walk up to the war memorial outside the church so we can participate together in their ceremony.
We shall then move into the church so our service will commence at 11.00.  We hope some of  the French will join 
with us. 
The women’s retreat at Echourgnac
On the 29th September about 15 women met together at the L’Abbaye for the 
weekend.  The subject was listening to God.  There were two of  us from Limeuil 
and it was my first visit there.  We were led by the Reverend Canon Elaine Labourel, 
Amanda Allchorn and our own Reverend Charlotte Sullivan.  I want to fully 
recommend this as a really positive experience, the teaching was inspirational and it 
was so good to spend some quality time in the Lord’s presence.
Fundraising
Our events committee has been putting forward lots of  ideas for ways to raise more funds for the Chaplaincy.  
Putting on events is always a challenge for the organisers so we are planning to run some smaller events alongside 
the larger events to provide entertainment over the winter period.  Regular monthly cake sales will begin after the 
service on 28th October and we hope this will inspire some of  our keen cooks to get active.  Informative workshops 
on computer security, car maintenance, buying at auctions, making Christmas decorations are all on the cards over the 
next few months.  We also have a Fawlty Towers themed Come Dine With Me event to look forward to. (see dates 
for the diary on the next page for more information). Fund raising shouldn’t just be an onerous job, it should be 
an opportunity to enjoy ourselves while contributing valuable funds for the church.
Harvest Festival
Tony took our Harvest Festival celebration service on the 14th October.  The church was decorated with fresh 
produce in front of  the altar and Ste. Catherine’s Singers sang two anthems, Graham Kendrick’s The Giving Song 
(with a slight variation of  words to make it suitable for harvest!) and Aaron Copland’s Simple Gifts. We all joined to 
sing out some of  the traditional harvest hymns we know of  old.  Everyone made a very generous contribution of  
dried goods for Resto du Coeur which are to be delivered to the centres at Le Bugue and Lalinde and 100€ from the 
collection will also be used to purchase further groceries.
At our bring and share lunch afterwards the summer raffle was drawn and the first prize lucky winner received the 
hamper stuffed with lots of  goodies. Many congratulations to the other prize winners and special thanks to everyone 
who supported this raffle and helped raise 512€ for Chaplaincy funds. 
Gift of  Thanks

A gift of  a pot of  various indoor and outdoor plants was made to Alan and 
Doreen Chapman for their longstanding work in pastoral care and as part 
of  the welcome team. Having resigned their position several weeks ago after 
various bouts of  ill-health the church wanted to say a big ‘thank you’ for all 
their hard work.
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Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac      

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Helen Raphael              05 53 47 78  93just off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  on D245 north-east of Agen Envals St Médard

November Services
Sunday  4 Nov   11:00   Holy Communion                Doudrac                Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 11 Nov   17:00   WW1 Remembrance Service      Moulinet 47290    Rev’d L Morris & Pere Mbock
                                     (Between Cancon & Monbahus)
Sunday  18 Nov  10:30    Morning Worship               Dondas             Rev’d Liz Morris
Tuesday 20 Nov  11:30    Holy Communion               Envals    Rev’d Liz Morris
               
Dondas
Sunday, 21st October saw the Chaplain returning to celebrate our eucharist for Harvest Festival, with our singing 
accompanied by Marilyn Morrow.  The church was decorated with fresh produce and people were, as always, 
extremely generous in their gifts of  non-perishable items.   This year we split our donation between a local family in 

Sea-mist and Dream Concert
A very succesful lunchtime concert was enjoyed by about 50 people on 
19th October.  There was a great blend of  songs, prose and instrumetals.  
Songs ranged from ‘The Iona Boat Song’ to Abba’s ‘I had a dream’ to 
‘Wishing you were somehow here again’; there were solos, trios and the 
full company!  There was a piano duet, an oboe d’amore piece and not 
forgetting some excellent extracts from Nick’s book and some great 
poetry from Veronica.  The concert ended with a hearty sea singalong 
for all. Many thanks to everyone who took part and the event raised a 
pleasing 320€ for Chaplaincy funds.  Afterwards many people stayed for a 

convivial bring and share lunch to round off  the event.

Looking Ahead!
Please bring good quality items to church for Sandy to sell on our stall at the Vide Grenier on the 25th Nov at Le 
Bugue.  Help on the day is always appreciated too!
On Wednesday December 5th, Ste. Catherine’s Singers will present an Advent offering of  The Gift by Graham 
Kendrick.   They have been working hard on this project and we hope many of  you will come and jon us for that 
afternoon.  Tea and cakes will be on offer afterwards.

Lots of  Dates for your Diary!!
Thursday 15th November 2.30pm -  computer workshop covering computer, email, online security and keeping up 
to date. Chez Lynn & John Ralph 10€pp (max 10 people)  contact chezralph24@gmail.com  0553 24 77 60
Sunday November 25th - cake sale plus Bring & Share after the service
Thursday 29th November 7.00 for 7.30pm Come Dine with Me wth Fawlty Towers reading . Chez Lynn & John 
Ralph- reserve your place for a fun evening!  (contact as above)
Wednesday December 5th 3pm  - Ste Catherine’s Singers present The Gift.
Thursday 6th December 2.30 pm - car maintenance workshop at the Cottage with David Albrecht. 10€pp. contact 
albtd@orange.fr  0553 36 55 97
Thursday 13th December 2.30pm - Christmas decorations workshop chez Lynn & John Ralph 10€pp (max 10 
people) (contact as above)
Wednesday December 19th 5pm - Carol Service
Please do come and support these events!
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particular need and the local charity Acceuil et Partage.
On Sunday, 18 November, Revd Liz Morris will be back with us to lead our service of  Morning Worship.

Doudrac
Our October service was our Harvest Festival led by Rev Liz. The steps up to the altar were beautifully decorated 

with gifts for the “Resto de Coeur”.  Liz prayed for God’s blessing on them and 
after the service were kindly taken by Liz and Dave Rolfe for distribution. After the 
service we were all invited back to the home of  George and Jackie Vellacott for a 
bring and share lunch. This was very kind of  them and there were 28 of  us. It was 
lovely to be celebrating a harvest festival at the home of  a “vigneron.”

St Medard
Harvest Thanksgiving on 23rd September was a joyful occasion, thank you Liz for a 
lovely service.

This year we were lucky with the weather, and by lunchtime the sun had arrived and 
it turned into a warm afternoon. Perfect weather for our picnic!
Several large bags of  tins and dried goods, including toiletries and baby food were 
collected, and given to ‘Accueil et Partager’ in Port Ste Marie, a food bank for local 
families in need. They are very appreciative of  our participation. When I spoke with 
the organiser, he explained they can go months without a request for help, but then 
they receive several requests for help in one week. Thank you all for your donations.

Cream teas at Envals
On Tuesday 16th October at 3pm, tables were set in the library 

of  L’Ancienne Ecole at Envals for a 
cream tea in aid of  the Murugi Project.  
A long table held an incredible variety 
of  sandwiches and cakes, and tea was 
being constantly supplied. Thirty people 
supported this event which made £245 
including the sale of  cards and second-
hand books. 

Thanks go to all those who so 
generously gave their time and talents to provide such a super tea time.

Lunch looks good 
- hope Bess got 
some too!
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Monteton     

 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

November Services
Sunday 11th November   10.30     Morning Prayer for Remembrance Sunday     Roger Verrall
Sunday 18th November   10.30     Prayer and Praise        Christine Rychlewski    
Sunday 25th November   10.30     Holy Communion                                                 The Chaplain

Please join us for our Service of  Remembrance on Sunday 11th November which will be within the context of  
a service of  Morning Prayer and will be led by Roger Verrall.

Also note that the very popular Monteton Service of  Lessons and Carols will 
take place on Tuesday 11th December at 6.00 pm and will be led by our Assistant 
Chaplain Revd Liz Morris and Pere Taillade, our local French RC priest. As last year, 
it will be very much an ecumenical celebration with members of  the French RC 
congregation taking part in the service, whilst the Monteton Choir will be leading the 
singing of  both English and French carols.    

Our service of  Harvest Festival on 30th September was led by Roger Verrall and took place amongst beautiful 
seasonal decorations and generous gifts of  non-perishable foods which were later donated to, and gratefully received 
by, our local branch of  the French charity Secours Populaire de France.

We also enjoyed a wonderful barbecue Harvest Lunch on 
Saturday 29th September at the home of  Jim and Dorothy 
Browne near Lauzan. In the warm late summer sunshine, over 
50 people, friends old and new, sat in the shade of  the barn at 
beautifully arranged tables whilst Revd Liz and husband Richard 
manned the barbecue and Charles and Elizabeth Clarke regaled us 
with Kir aperitif, elderflower spritzers and local wines. A splendid 
raffle was held of  donated prizes and we raised over 750 euros 
for Chaplaincy funds and Chaplaincy sponsored charities. Our 
most sincere thanks go to Dorothy and Jim for welcoming us to 
their home and for all their hard work before and after, to Liz 
and Richard, to Charles and Elizabeth, and to all the friends who 
contributed to the delicious meal and to the setting up tables…. 
the list could go on and on! It was both a most successful event 
and a day of  fellowship to remember!

The annual Book Sale organised by David Norris took place 
at Monteton in the Salle des Fetes on 6th and 7th October, and 
despite the wet weather attracted a large number of  visitors, 
raising a good amount for the charity Shelterbox.

Norma and Leslie again hosted a Coffee and Cakes morning 
at their home at Auriac sur Dropt, where a delicious variety of  
cakes and pastries were enjoyed! They were pleased to welcome 
a number of  new faces amongst the 18 people who attended. As 
ever, funds raised will go to the local branch of  Secours Populaire. 
The next Coffee morning will take place on Saturday 10th 

November, from 10.00 – 12.00 noon. Please do come along, but let Norma know beforehand on 05 53 93 53 86 or 
normaandleslie@gmail.com 

Enjoying the Harvest Lunch
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The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosmary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15 
ML     Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC      Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

November Services
Sunday 4 November All Saints Day 10:30 Service of  the Word  Janis Adams
     16:00 Evensong   Sheila Marshall  (please note start time)
Sunday 11 November ◊  10:00 Holy Communion  Rev’d Barrie Green  (please note start time)
Wednesday 14 November  11:00 BCP Holy Communion Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 18 November   10:30 Family Service   Trevor Hodgkiss
Sunday 25 November   10:30 Holy Communion  Rev’d Brian Davies

◊ A Thanksgiving Meal will follow this service instead of  a Bring and Share lunch.  Admission by ticket only. 
Please check church notices for more information about this event.

Please join us for tea and proper coffee across the road in the Upper Room after the Sunday morning service

Share and Prayer  
A reminder that Revd Brian Davies is available in the Upper Room from 10:00 until 12:00 on the fourth Wednesday 
of  each month*, to offer pastoral care to anyone in need. 
Share and prayer is offered in complete confidentiality with prior booking. 
Brian can be contacted on brian.davies@orange.fr or by phone 05 53 91 19 90.                                                                                          
(*This month Wednesday 28th November)

Bertric Burée church annual 
Christmas Market 

Saturday 1st December from 10:00 to 15:00
Why not start the month in festive way,  by coming along with friends and family? 
Amid a selection of  stalls, you’re bound to find that special present, as there’ll be 

arts and crafts, children’s books and toys, and lots more.
 As they say: “the early bird catches the worm” 

- so be early for those most popular items – 
Christmas Cakes, Christmas Puddings, Mince Pies 

and Christmas Crackers
 A selection of  refreshments will be available throughout the event

Bacon butties, mulled wine, a nice cuppa tea or coffee and mince pies 

Two dates for your diary: 
Ribérac Carol Service
At Notre Dame de la Paix church in the centre of  town, led by Revd Tony Lomas and the congregation of  the 
Dronne Valley church, together with Variations choir
9th December at 16:00

Bertric Burée Carol Service
Bilingual service welcoming English and French people in the Dronne Valley area to the church of  St Peter and St 
Paul, Bertric Burée
Sunday 23rd December at 16:00
Followed by mince pies and mulled wine
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Tony Stephens writes:
So, there I was, my usual quiet self, not much to say, enjoying my after-service coffee, when a recent addition to our 
church family, Mark Barber, came over and spoke to me. He said his father Harry was in the RN, and wondered if  
I knew him, Harry Barber. The name didn’t ring a bell, but on further investigation by Mark, it came to me that this 
was the ‘Curly’ that I had known 57 years ago, on 750 Squadron in Malta, 1961/3. Jill and I recently visited UK where 
we commemorated my cousin who died in 1958. Whilst there, I had a day spare and drove from Bath to Cheltenham 
to meet Curly. 

We went to lunch at his local and had a few hours together, during which we chatted, we laughed….. and yes, we 
cried. Harry was a well-respected Chief  Radio Engineer, firm and fair. Of  very slight 
stature, his hands were the only hands on the Squadron that could fit in the fuel 
tanks to install them and the measuring devices. Not his trade, but always there when 
needed. Now 90 years old, he remembers his youthful days in his church choir over a 
number of  years, and lives in a beautiful apartment building, where he is still, rightly, 
much respected. 

We spoke of  loved ones - those living, and those in the Lord’s keeping, and we 
exchanged small gifts, but the greatest gift was already ours. Friendship that has 
lasted all those years. We shall meet again soon…..BUT next time, Harry, I will buy 
the meal! The photo is of  Harry and me, in his local, my crutches hidden behind us, 
but proof  that my ‘old oppo’ paid the bill!!!

Rwandan Christmas Cards
Hand- crafted Christmas cards made of  banana leaves by Rwandan young people, are now on sale. 
Little gems, (- even the letters are finely cut from banana leaves) 

They were created as a scheme to help children who experienced the dreadful Genocide which 
took place in Rwanda in 1994. The proceeds from their sale will go to Rene Kwizera, whom we the 
church, and others, supported for 4 years in getting his university degree in Computer Technology. 
He is just starting up his own business, a shop in the university grounds offering computer-related 
services amongst others.  He has a small loan but the proceeds from the cards will help support 
him while he is building his business.  Please buy some of  these little works of  art. Artistic friends 
and people with connections to Africa particularly like them.        Ingrid Lowe

Fresh Expressions of Church at Eymet Temple
Sundays 04, 11, 18, 25 November 10:30 Fresh Expressions 

The Gathering Fresh Expressions
‘The Gathering is an opportunity for people to meet, in an informal setting, to explore and experience the love of God and 
what it means to follow Jesus’

Sunday 04 November  10:30  The Gathering Meeting, Le Mouret, Condom, Gers.

Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW Sue Torne  05 62 08 17 78
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML Marion L’Estrange
PC Irene Birt  05 62 28 80 97

Sunday 11 November   10:45  Remembrance Morning Worship 
Thursday 29 November   11:00   Holy Communion 
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplain: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan  05 56 40 05 12    06 83 08 59 67   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 0788 966018    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Hazel Door  rev.hazel@wanadoo.fr 06 74 72 89 05
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d John Morgan    05 53 54 18 90 marvol24@orange.fr
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89  my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Nellie Salvi  05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78   contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    Revd Dan Langdon-Griffiths   www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau: http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html


