
2017 Chaplaincy Women's Retreat Bio

Rev'd Elaine Labourel
Elaine has been Assistant Chaplain at st Mark's,Versailles
also taking care of St Paul's, Gif sur Yvette for the past seven
years.

She is Director of Readers (Lay Ministers) for the Diocese in
Europe, which covers a huge area with 150 Readers and
Readers in training in her care.. Elaine enjoys teaching at the
Institut
Catholique de Paris.She also is a conference speaker and
leads regular retreats and workshops.

Elaine is a trained Counsellor and also a Spiritual Director.
She has lived in France since 1976, is married to Hervé and
they have two grown up daughters.Elaine enjoys her cats,
reading, embroidery and watching films when she gets the
time.

Amanda Allchorn
Amanda is currently training to be a Spiritual Director, part-
time, at the London Centre of Spirituality. She is also a p/t 
Waterways Chaplain, an active Deacon at Christ Church 
Baptist, a
Trustee of the Christian Centres Trust and Chair of Girls 
Brigade Ministries. She is also growing a small ministry 
called ‘Journeys in a Lifetime’ for women ‘like her’.

Amanda, her husband Mark and family have owned a 
Maison Secondaire near Montignac in the Dordogne for 14
years. Their children Charlotte and William are now fab 
young adults and live away from home. They regularly 

travel to France in school holidays and worship at St Nathalene. Amanda is an active 
member of the Chaplaincy Communications Team and the Coled the Women’s Retreat in 
2016.( Her brother has lived in Paris and Versailles for nearly 40 years and worships at St 
Mark's Versailles).

Alongside this Amanda has a small professional portfolio offering leadership in strategic 
media training, communication and fundraising. Clients have included Spurgeon’s College.
Bristol Baptist College, Regents Park College - Oxford and most recently the charity 
Workplace Matters - based at the Diocese of St Albans offices - developing Waterways 
Chaplaincy from a regional into a UK initiative.

Previously Amanda worked as Community Manager for Barclays Community Affairs in the
City, before being called in 2005 as the Head of Communications - and being the only 
woman
on the Senior Leadership Team of the Baptist Union of GB. In 2013 she became National
Director of The Rooftop based at Viz-A- Viz Ministries.



Madeleine Ratcliffe Holmes
Licensed Lay Minister in Diocese in Europe
Spiritual Director trained in the Diocese
Ex- Environmental Office for Diocese

Led workshops in Prayer, Intercessions (currently Prayer
Chain Coordinator) and Retreats
General Synod Representative for the Diocese and past
work on Archdeaconry, Diocesan
Synods and travelled to various parts of the Diocese to
speak. Ex Communications Officer for the Chaplaincy.
Attended courses on Counselling skills, Listening and Prayer.

Past secular experience in Public Relations, Lecture and Exhibition organisation and
coordinator for visiting foreign groups with RIPA, (Royal Institute of Public Administration)
Passions – my ministry, especially communicating and sharing, environment, walking, art 
of all kinds especially fabrics – patchwork, reading, gardening and love to travel!

Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan
Charlotte is the Assistant Curate for the Chaplaincy of 
Aquitaine. She was ordained Permanent Deacon in 
June 2014. Charlotte is passionate about outreach, 
especially unpacking the gospel to young people and to
non church goers. Charlotte co led the Women’s retreat
in 2016 and has been involved in the Chaplaincy’s 
annual “WorshipFest” since it began five years ago.

Charlotte has lived in France for 20 years and before 
ordination worked for a French Christian publishing 
company where she was involved in both website and 
graphic design.

In her spare time she like to read and is never far from her computer.
Charlotte loves all forms of communication and is part of the communications team for the
Chaplaincy.


