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O Come All Ye Faithful
Joyful and triumphant.

O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.
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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, DECEMBER 2017-JANUARY 2018
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

SUNDAY 03 DECEMBER
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 The Gathering Meeting – Condom, Le Mouret
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion – Sainte 
Nathalène
17:00 Advent Choral Evensong  – Bordeaux
18:00 Advent Carols – Bertric Burée

TUESDAY 05 DECEMBER
11:00 Holy Communion – Allez

THURSDAY 07 DECEMBER
18:00 Christmas Carol Service – Ribérac church

SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer - Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes
11:00 Christmas Carol Service - Doudrac
14:30 Madagascan Carol Service - Bordeaux
16:00 Christmas Carol Service – Chancelade
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Bordeaux
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Limeuil

TUESDAY 12 DECEMBER
18:00 Christmas Carol Service – Monteton

WEDNESDAY 13 DECEMBER
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
18:30 Christmas Carol Service – Dondas

THRUSDAY 14 DECEMBER
18:00 Christmas Carol Service – Eymet Church

FRIDAY 15 DECEMBER
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Ste Nathalène
18:30 Christmas Carol Service – St Médard

SATURDAY 16 DECEMBER
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Vic Fezensac

SUNDAY 17 DECEMBER
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Holy Communion – Dondas
10:30 Christmas Contemporary – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion  – Limeuil
10:30 Christmas Prayer & Praise – Monteton

TUESDAY 19 DECEMBER
18:30 Christmas Carol Service - Allez

WEDNESDAY 20 DECEMBER
18:00 Christmas Carol Service – Négrondes

THURSDAY 21 DECEMBER
10:30 BCP Holy Communion – Limeuil
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom

FRIDAY 22 DECEMBER
18:30 - Christmas Carols by Candlelight, at La Taste, near 
Le Sauvetat, Condom, 32500

SUNDAY 24 DECEMBER (Christmas Eve)
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Christmas Reflection – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes
22:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil

MONDAY 25 DECEMBER (Christmas Day)
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Christmas Rejoicing – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil
11:00 Family Communion – Bordeaux
11:00 Holy Communion - Doudrac

SUNDAY 31 DECEMBER
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Christmas Renewal – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil

SUNDAY 07 JANUARY
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Morning Worship  – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 The Gathering Meeting – Condom, Le Mouret
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
16:00 Evensong – Bertric Burée
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It is with huge pleasure that I 
can announce that, following 

interviews in UK last month, the 
Ministry Division of the Church of England have approved 
Charlotte's ordination as a Priest. At this stage we do not 
yet know the timing of the next steps but I would expect 
the ordination to happen sometime in the first part of 
2018. This wonderful news is a real affirmation of all that 
Charlotte has done as a Deacon in Aquitaine and paves 
the way for an exciting new stage in her ministry. Please 
pray for her as she prepares for her ordination. 

WEDNESDAY 10 JANUARY
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 14 JANUARY
10:30 Holy Communion– Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise   – Limeuil
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer – Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes

THURSDAY 18 JANUARY
10:30 BCP Holy Communion – Limeuil

SATURDAY 20 JANUARY
15:00 Christian Unity Service – Ribérac 
       Hospital Chapel

SUNDAY 21 JANUARY
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Morning Worship – Limeuil
10:30 Prayer & Praise - Monteton
10:30 Morning Worship, St Antoine de 
     Ficalba, 47340 (home of Evan MacKenzie)
15:00 French-Madagascan Holy Communion  
   - Bordeaux

TUESDAY 23 JANUARY
20:30 Christian Unity Service - Castel-
moron, Lot et Garonne (47260)

WEDNESDAY 24 JANUARY
time TBA Christian Unity Service - 
Limeuil

THURSDAY 25 JANUARY
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom

SUNDAY 28 JANUARY
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 All Age Worship– Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion– Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion – Monteton

From your Editor
Welcome to the final issue of Spreading the Word for 2017 
- and  to the first one of 2018!!

What wonderful news I have been given to include about 
Charlotte - I’m sure you will all join with me in congratulating 
her and wishing her the very best for her exciting future. 

Meanwhile, we have lots of exciting events coming up throughout the 
Chaplaincy in the next few weeks. Yes, Carol services and plenty of other 
Christmas services of course but don’t forget the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity in January.  Not all services have been finalised as we go to 
press so do please remember to check the website for more details as they 
become known. 

Magazine sorted so I’d better start thinking about making some Christmas 
cards now! To be honest, it’s only family and close friends who get a hand-
made card but they do all appreciate it so best I get crafting! If you have 
everything done already can I offer you my congraulations! 

Don’t forget this magazine is a double issue one so do keep it to hand for 
January as well as December.

A very blessed and peaceful Christmas to you all and a Happy New Year.

Love Gill
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Advent Course

There will be an Advent Course in the Monteton and northern Lot et Garonne area entitled 'So 
what are you waiting for'.

The course is a York Course and has been written by Rev Lucy Winkett.
We will be meeting on Thursday mornings, the 30th November, 7th, 14th and 21st December, 
beginning with coffee at 10.30am and ending with a light lunch.  The first session will be held 
chez Morris, Maision Neuve, Eyrenville, near Issigeac.

Please let Liz and Richard know if you are able to attend some of the sessions.

We look forward to seeing you there.     (05 53 23 40 51)

Clerical Corner
U UUU U

U U

Is anyone else feeling stunned that Christmas is almost upon us again? Where 
did the year go? 

As I write, there are only 39 sleeps till Christmas Day. To be honest I’m feeling 
more panicked by the fact that there are only 20 sleeps before the first carol service 
sermon has to be delivered.

I haven’t done any Christmas shopping or carol sermon preparation yet, but I have 
eaten all the chocolates out of an Advent Calendar (yes really, but I’m feeling better having confessed!)

If Advent is about preparation and patience it would seem that I have failed already! 

Our main focus as we journey into the season of Advent is not shopping or chocolate, it's both the first and the second 
comings of Christ. First, it is about His coming in humility, being born in a stable, living a human life, dying a brutal death 
and rising again. Second, it’s about His coming in glory, his coming to judge the world, to sort the sheep from the goats. 
Advent is our God-given opportunity to prepare to meet Christ. Yet, for many of us, Advent becomes so filled with busyness 
that there is little time to sit, to be still or to pray.  Like Lent, Advent is a penitential season, a season of reflection, a time for 
us to review the year that has passed. 

When we review the news from the past year there would seem little doubt that we are living in the midst of difficult, fearful 
and violent times. We live in a world surrounded by conflict, poverty, injustice and persecution. It’s not sounding very 
Christmassy now, is it! 

But, I’m always impatient for Advent to arrive because it’s a time in the year that gives me great hope amidst despair and a 
light in the darkness.  As fearful as these times may be, we are told we have a God who “will not abandon us in the midst of 
the roaring of the sea,” but who will be “coming with power and great glory.” (Lk 21: 25- 27)

We can trust God to keep his promises even when we struggle sometimes with his timing!    

The season of Advent calls us to be watchful and to look for opportunities to reflect and to experience God’s peace in the 
midst of a frantically busy time. In a world of fear and violence, we must watch for God’s love in the eyes and the actions 
of a stranger. In a world of poverty and injustice we must watch for opportunities to show others that all is not lost in this 
sorry world. 

Advent is a chance for us to look forward, to see the world, not for what it is, but 
for what it can be.

This Advent, we await the Lord’s coming with the excitement of a child on 
Christmas Eve. The joy that we experience, the anticipation that we feel, comes 
not just from the time spent with family or from the opening of the presents. The 
joy of Advent comes, not just in the birth of a baby, but in the anticipation of that 
baby’s return! 

Charlotte 
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BISHOP’S ADVENT APPEAL 2017

This year’s Advent Appeal aims to support homeless refugees and asylum seekers 
in Rome with humanitarian assistance (a daily, cooked breakfast and essential 
items for personal dignity and warmth) for 6 months. We are doing this through 
a well-established and well-run project established by our Episcopal sister 
church of St. Paul’s Within the Walls. 

The Joel Nafuma Refugee Center is the major outreach ministry of St Paul's.  The 
center assists approximately 17,000 people per year, and is the only day center 
open to receive homeless asylum seekers and refugees in Rome. Every day, 
JNRC welcomes 200-250 guests from many different nations, including Mali, 
Afghanistan, Eritrea, Somalia, Pakistan, Guinea and the Ivory Coast. Half of 
them are homeless, sleeping in parks or on the pavement outside train stations.  

Many are vulnerable, depressed and traumatized. They are sometimes completely 
alone. They can be as young as 18 or 19.  70% have come to Italy to flee active 
conflict, political or religious persecution.  Approximately 85% are men, and 
15% are women or accompanied by a child.  

While they wait for shelter, they are given a nutritious, cooked breakfast, as well 
as items for their personal dignity (toiletries, second-hand shoes, clothes and 
blankets), and offered legal advice.  If they wish, they can join a language lesson, 
learn to use a computer or simply watch the news on the TV.  JNRC has a multi-
faith prayer space where guests can meditate and pray.  

JNRC is the only place in Rome that takes in homeless and dormitory-housed 
refugees during the day, giving them a safe refuge from the streets.  Often, once 
they have a dorm bed, they return to take classes, write a CV in Italian and begin 
the search for employment.  Some guests attend music and art therapy or see a 
counsellor for individual sessions.  JNRC prides itself on being able to track the 
progress of many young people who transition from humanitarian assistance, to 
being able to fend for themselves in Rome.  

Under the terms of the Dublin Regulation, refugees who entered Italy first in 
Europe must receive and renew refugee status documents in Italy.  This means 
that in 2017, JNRC has seen a rise in guest numbers due to the increased number 
of people journeying across the Mediterranean Sea from Libya, the closure of the 
Calais “Jungle” camp in France, and increased deportations from Scandinavia.  

We aim to raise enough money to support the breakfast programme and to 
provide basic supplies and sleeping bags for JNRC guests for 6 months: 

For 6 months supply of: Amount in Euro
      Food €7,500
      Cleaning supplies and costs €2,000
      Consumable supplies €250
      Kitchen Equipment €750
 Underwear, toiletries and socks    €1,750
 100 Sleeping bags for January - March €1,500
 TOTAL €13,250

As usual, you can give money to this appeal through your church treasurer, who 
will forward your gift to the diocesan office. Funds will then be transmitted 
direct to JNRC (http://jnrc.it/).

Please do consider how you can support my Advent appeal this year. 

With every blessing,

+Robert Gibraltar in Europe    

Is there a Wisdom of Light?

                

Yes, said the Wise Men.
We followed a light, with faith
that it might lead us on directly
Towards divine simplicity.

Yes, said a child,
I looked at the starry sky, 
and I spoke to God 
who made these lights.
I know he loves me.

Yes, said the Mystic,
I meditate 
and reach the heart of the flame
Where all truth lies.

Yes,  said the Pedagogue,
Of course the stars are bright. 
Stellar luminosity equals 3.827x10 
26 watts.
Sublimely impressive.  
But God? 
Never!

Yes, said the Philosopher,
Perhaps, but if we receive light,
Acknowledge it, measure it, con-
template it,
Do we reflect it?

Yes, said Jesus,
Not hidden under a bushel,
But from the mountain top, 
shine your light brightly,
Declaring the Truth. 

 ©jennifergray
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Dear Friends,

On page 12 of the November edition of “Spreading the Word”, Rev Brian Ross 
comments upon the “Clerical Corner” written by Liz Morris in the October 
edition.  In the penultimate paragraph of her piece, Liz wrote,  “In due course 
(though it often seems SO slow!) the church adapts its beliefs and practices , as 
we have seen with issues regarding women in ministry and are beginning to see 
in relation to issues of gender and sexuality.”  Brian expresses concern that an 
ordained minister should suggest that the church’s beliefs should be adapted to 
fit more comfortably with current social thinking and makes an impassioned 
defence of biblical orthodoxy, especially in regard to the issue of homosexuality.

I read Liz’s article before publication and was happy with what she had written 
but, with the benefit of hindsight, it might have been more accurate to say 
that it is the church’s understanding that adapts rather than its beliefs.  Brian 
makes reference to our ordination vows but I have always taken particular note 
of the Bishop saying (in the Ordination Service), "It [the Church of England] 
professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the 
catholic creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each 
generation.”  I take Brian's point that the core belief mustn't change but the way 
in which we understand the outworking of that belief must adapt if we are to 
remain even vaguely relevant to the world in which we live.

Indeed, I personally feel, that Brian’s argument demonstrates exactly the 
problem that he is decrying.  The biggest threat to the Anglican Communion 
- and indeed perhaps the whole of the Western Church - is the fact that sex 
and sexuality have been allowed to overpower and drown out almost all other 
debate.  This in itself shows a form of conformity to modern society as it is 
largely a reaction to the fact that this preoccupation with sex is very much the 
current social zeitgeist of which he writes.  But why is Archbishop Justin’s stance 
on homosexuality the only bugle call that matters?  The Gospels say far more 
about poverty, exploitation, intolerance, caring for the poor, the needy, the alien 
and the outcast and all of these are subjects on which ++Justin and his fellow 
Bishops have taken a very clear stance.  These are also areas in which we all stand 
convicted of falling short of Christ’s calling and where a strong prophetic voice 
is desperately needed.  If the Established Church is failing (and that’s another 
debate in itself !) could it be because we are perceived as being fixated on the 
subject of sexuality above all else?  Homosexuality its not at the top of most 
people’s agenda.  However, they do care passionately about cuts to much-needed 
benefits, the rise of political intolerance, ethnic cleansing,  corruption in high 
places, abuse of the environment and this is where the Gospel message is most 
needed and will be most readily heard afresh in this generation.

Christ’s Gospel is so much more important and richer than any single issue.  It 
is right and proper that we should engage with the issues of debate within the 
Church but my fear is that we are allowing this one subject to divert us from our 
principal mission to "proclaim good news to the poor …  to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners” (Isa 61:1)

Blessings,

Tony

Brian Ross’s article in the last issue did cause reaction:

Revd Philip Harbridge
Philip Harbridge – with his family 
of wife Honorine and their children 
Sophie and Tiffany – will be locum 
chaplain for ten days in Advent. 
Philip has been Senior School 
Chaplain at Millfield in Somerset 
since September 2007. Honorine also 
works in the school, and Sophie and 
Tiffany (aged 11 and 8 respectively) 
are in the junior (prep) department 
there.

Before Millfield, Philip was Chaplain 
at Christ’s College, Cambridge 
and served his curacy at All Saints 
Church in Hampton. He went 
to Westcott Theological College, 
though only seeing the light after a 
career first as a commercial lawyer!

Philip met and married Honorine 
on her native island of Madagascar 
following eighteen months’ 
missionary work with USPG. She 
speaks no fewer than four languages, 
including French, and gained a 
doctorate in Theatre Studies from 
Hull University in 2005.

Despite her parents’ tin ear for 
music, Sophie has won a place 
for two successive years in the 
National Children’s Orchestra as a 
percussionist. She also plays piano 
and oboe to a high standard.

Tiffany describes herself as ‘an 
energetic girl who loves hockey 
and gymnastics’. Like Sophie, she 
indulges her Dad in his passion 
for Lincoln City Football Club by 
attending the occasional match!

Bordeaux will be welcoming Rev’d 
Philip Harbridge and his family in 
December for two of their services:
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Around theDiocese:

~

Bishop Robert attends Remembrance Sunday in Sittard
2017 is the 50th year that the Sittard War Graves Commission, the Mayor and the 
community of Sittard has joined with the NATO Allied Joint Force Command at 
neighbouring Brunssum for a service at St. Peter’s, Sittard, followed by an Act of 
Remembrance at nearby Ophoven War Cemetery.
The event is a model of co-operation between different churches, different 
countries, military and civic authorities and ordinary citizens.
Music was provided by a superb local brass and wind band – the Philharmonie 
Sittard and the St. Peter’s Choir and Organ. Most of those buried in the Sittard 
Commonwealth war graves are Scots, so it was particularly appropriate to have 
two pipers from the Coriovallum Pipe Band.

After the Church 
service we 
were taken by 
coach, with a 
police escort, to 
the cemetery. 
As always, the 
cemetery was 
b e a u t i f u l l y 
m a i n t a i n e d 
by the 
Commonwealth 
War Graves 

Commission. Located in a peaceful housing area, the calm of the cemetery belies 
the bloody reality of the fierce Allied battles in this border region.
Children were invited to lay a red rose on each of the 239 graves. Wreaths were 
laid by representatives of many different organisations, including a Colonel 
from the German Army.
After the Act of Remembrance, we were taken back to Sittard for refreshments. 
During the reception, the local military wives choir sang the prayer ‘Bring Him 
Home’ (from Les Misérables).

You can read this article in full at https://bishopineurope.wordpress.
com/2017/11/12/remembrance-sunday-in-sittard/

Bible references dropped from 
nativity tale
The Scripture Union has removed 
mention of the Bible and simplified 
its version of the nativity story to 
avoid confusing children who do not 
go to church.

Its annual book telling the Christmas 
story, is sent out   to 100,000 children, 
many of whom, the Union said,  did 
not know the basics. While previous 
versions have included references 
to Biblical verses and prompts for 
children to compare the story to 
the Gospels, this year’s story is a 
simplified nativity, which assumes 
children know very little about the 
birth of Jesus.

Jennifer Babb, church and 
community fundraising manager 
at the union, said the removal of 
explicit references to the Bible “takes 
that barrier away – it makes it more 
of a simple story”. She added: “When 
we realised that children don’t even 
know the basics of what they are 
celebrating, then the traditional, 
simple story is the best way.”

This year’s booklet, written by 
Gemma Willis, tells of an angel 
visiting Mary, Joseph’s dream, the 
couple travelling to Bethlehem and 
the birth.

In 2014, a survey showed that one in 
three children aged 10 to 13 did not 
know that Christmas celebrates the 
birth of Jesus.

The 'A Church Near You' website is 
about to be relaunched to allow all 
kinds of events other than services 
to appear. 

This year’s Christmas campaign 
‘GodWithUs’ is now well underway. 

Bishop Robert and Bishop David 
have made a video to detail the new 
financial plan to address the current 
operating deficit and strengthen 
some major functions of the diocese.

http://europe.anglican.org/main/
latest-news/post/1318-bold-new-
plan ~
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Mary's Treasures

Mary and Joseph were tired.  They had been travelling for a long time, trying to reach their original 
home town of Bethlehem.  They currently lived in Nazareth, but the present law demanded that 

they should return to their own  town in order to pay the very high taxes that the state was demanding.  
Their only transport was a donkey.  Mary was already in late pregnancy and sat on the donkey. Joseph 
walked by her side. They arrived in Bethlehem rather late in the evening, and the town was full of people. 
All the rooms in the inns had been booked up much earlier and they had nowhere to sleep. Joseph was 
worried. Where would Mary be able to lie down? They asked lots of people but no-one could help them. 

But then an innkeeper said,  ‘Would you like to use the stable at the end of our garden? It’s only small, but 
it’s quite warm because one of my animals is in there. He’s not very well so we brought him in out of the field for the night’.

At first Mary was frightened. What sort of animal was in there? But she was so tired that it didn't seem to matter.  Joseph led 
the donkey carefully into the yard near the bottom of the garden, and opened the door of the stable.. The innkeeper lit an 
oil lamp, which brightened the little room straight away and made it look cosy and warm. In a stall at the back of the stable 
was an ox, tiredly watching them, breathing quietly and slowly. 

Joseph helped Mary to get off the donkey, and she sat down thankfully on a bale of hay. Then Joseph took the donkey and 
tied him up in the stall next to the ox. He gave him some hay and a bucket of water.  ‘Thank you, good friend, for your hard 
work today’, he said. ‘I hope you sleep well. We’ll all keep each other company tonight!’

During the night, Mary went into labour and gave birth to a tiny baby boy. They called him Jesus, just as God had told them 
to do. They washed him in some of the water from the donkey’s bucket and Joseph found an old sheet in his bag to wrap 
around the baby to keep him warm. There was no cot, but Joseph suggested that he would be warm if he lay in the manger 
as it was full of straw.

When they were settled,  Joseph went out to try and buy some food for his new family, and some clean water or milk for 
them to drink. Mary had been sleeping, but now she felt better and began to look around. She snuggled the baby in her 
arms, feeling his warmth, and stroked his hair. She loved his hair so much. It was soft and smooth. She took some scissors 
and snipped off one small lock so that she could always carry it with her. She wrapped up the lock in a little piece of blue 
cloth.

Suddenly she heard a sound under the baby’s bed and saw a little lamb lying there bleating piteously. She bent down to 
stroke him and saw that one of his feet looked sore and swollen. He had something in it that was painful. She looked at it 
again carefully and was able to pull out the painful long thorn that was hurting him  She washed his foot and stroked him 
again. She took the thorn, and, to keep it away from the lamb or her baby, she wrapped it up in the blue cloth with the lock 
of hair.

Joseph came back soon with water and food. Mary told him about the lamb. 

‘Well, that’s strange!’ he said. ‘I was walking back along the street just now and I also felt something in my shoe’.

So he bent down, tipped out his shoe and found a rusty nail poking through the bottom of it. He wrenched it out of the sole 
of his shoe, saying;  ‘Better out than in!  Now I shall be able to walk again properly’.

Mary took the nail and wrapped it in the blue cloth to keep it safely out of the way.

‘Look at this floor’, said Joseph. ‘I think I had better clean it up a bit’.   He began to sweep the floor carefully, trying not to 
disturb the baby. The innkeeper had spread straw and leaves on the floor to stop it being too muddy. Mary looked at the leaves 
carefully, and picked one up. It was a palm leaf, very wide and dry, so she folded it up and wrapped it up in her blue cloth. 

At that moment, a strange bright light filled the stable, the lamb began to be restless, and then three men knocked on the 
door.
‘Can we come in?’ asked the shepherds. ‘We have followed that star up there. It has stopped just over the stable where you are 
staying. An angel told us we would find a baby here who is going to be a king’. 

Then they saw Jesus and knelt down by the side of the manger to pray. As they did, one of them accidentally knocked the 
side of the manger with his stick, and a small piece of wood fell off. Mary picked it up, and not knowing quite why, she began 
to wrap it up in her blue cloth. 

As she did so, she looked at the rest of her collection - a lock of her baby’s hair; a palm leaf; a thorn; a nail; and a piece of 
wood. She looked at them thoughtfully. Then she wrapped them all up again very carefully in her piece of blue cloth. 
Somehow, she knew that her treasures had great significance. 

©jennifergray 2017
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December Cooking 
       with Frances Pengelly
‘Woe unto you, scribes and Pharasees, 
hypocrites!  For ye pay tithe of mint 
and anise and cumin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the 
law’.    Matthew XX111

Christmas again.   How lucky we all 
are to be able to look forward to this 
supreme festival.   We are living in 
good conditions, more than that, 
we have peace in our homes and 
beautiful surroundings to look at.   
Half the world is in a state of upheaval 
and misery.   Women are having 
an especially bad time in Africa, 
how brave these people are.   Their 
children die of hunger, mothers feed 
them what they can but it is often too 
little too late.   How many children of 
your own do you see die, how much 
can you take.   Countryside and so 
many ancient churches and buildings 
have been wrecked in Iraq and Syria, 
farm animals killed, no crops, cold 
winters, summers that blister with 
heat.   Yet we complain about the 
most mundane things.   We spend 
money without thinking.   We give 
little thought to people with mental 
disorders, and make remarks about 
the obese.  The truth is time is going 
by too fast for us to manage.   We 
must be more aware of how blessed 
we are with good health and enough 
to eat.   For me Christmas is a time of 
deep reflection.   So let’s wake up and 
start cooking! 

Dill has 
become my 
f av o u r i t e 
herb.   I 
love its 
b r i g h t 
f e r n y 

leaves.   So good in salads, it is so 
fresh.   I use it in fish mousses and 
it’s lovely with eggs.  Makes a really 
good dressing added to lemon and 
oil.  Livens up a chicken dish, and 
eaten with pickled cucumber is 
a marriage made in heaven.  The 
Romans brought this herb to Britain.  
In Anglo Saxon times it was included 
in a ‘ cure all magic holy salve’ 

and was used to get rid of Chicken 
Pox (Water Elf Disease).  Many 
descriptions of Dill were written in 
the diaries of Alfric, Archbishop of 
Canterbury in the 10th Century.   It 
was also a love potion and believed 
to have protective powers against 
the curses of witches.  The Romans 
used it as a food flavouring and also 
to preserve vegetables for the winter.   
Dill was used for perfumed incense, 
and was one of the herbs taken to the 
New World, in seed form.   Around 
this time people ate dill seeds during 
long church services.   The seeds 
are mildly soporific and can relieve 
the pangs of hunger. Congregations 
found them a blessing during long 
tedious sermons.   This  explains one 
of the herbs more curious common 
names.  ‘House seeds or Meeting 
House seeds’.

Last month I gave you two recipes, 
one for a Christmas pudding without 
sugar, although it had plenty of fruit 
in it, and that means fructose.   Also 
mince pies without sugar.   You can 
do all sorts with mincemeat, one 
of them is to add a good kick of 
chilli.   If you treat your Christmas 
pudding like Sussex Pond Pudding, 
by adding a clementine inside it you 
will have a delicious, sweet fruity 
saucy mess. For Pond Pudding  you 
will need;  250g self raising flour;  
125g suet;  slightly salted butter;  soft 
light brown caster sugar;  one large 
lemon or clementine or 2 limes.  
Mix flour and suet to make a dough 

adding milk and water.  Roll out 
into a circle cutting out a quarter of 
the pastry which will be used later.   
Butter a 1½litre pudding basin, drop 
your dough in and join up the cut 
sides.   Fill with cut up butter and 
sugar and prick whichever fruit you 
are using and lay on top.   Make a 
lid by rolling out your extra quarter 
of pastry and seal round the top, no 
steam must come out of this simple 
sticky pudding. Foil the top and 
tie firmly and boil in a pan for 3-4 
hours, replenish with boiling water 
if it gets too low.  Reverse pudding 
onto a plate and serve.   If making 
a Christmas pudding do the same 
thing by pressing pudding mixture 
onto sides of basin generously and 
filling with chosen fruit, butter 
and sugar. Seal top with remaining 
mixture and foil and boil.   Happy 
Christmas

Christmas Turkey Story

Sarah new young bride calls her 
mother in tears. She sobs, 'Richard 
doesn't appreciate what I do for 
him.'

'Now, now,' her mother comforted, 
'I am sure it was all just a 
misunderstanding.'

'No, mother, you don't understand. 
I bought a frozen turkey roll and he 
yelled and screamed at me about 
the price.'

'Well, the nerve of that lousy 
cheapskate,' says her mum.  'Those 
turkey rolls are only a few dollars.'

'No, mother it wasn't the price of 
the turkey.  It was the aeroplane 
ticket.'  "Aeroplane ticket...." What 
did you need an airplane ticket for?'

'Well mother, when I went to fix 
it, I looked at the directions on the 
package and it said: "Prepare from 
a frozen state," so I flew to Alaska.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS   
  YOUR FIRST CHRISTMAS  CARD  

Cleverly done!!!
     

 Twas two months before Christmas
When all through our land, 
 Not a Christian was praying 

 Nor taking a stand. 
 Why the PC Police had taken away

The reason for Christmas - no one could  say.
   

 The  children were told by their schools not to sing 
 About Shepherds and Wise Men and Angels and  things. 
 It might hurt people's feelings, the teachers would  say 

 December 25th is just a ' Holiday '.
   

 Yet the shoppers were ready with cash, checks and  credit 
 Pushing folks down to the floor just to get it! 

 CDs from Madonna, an X BOX, an I-Pod 
 Something was changing, something quite odd!  

 Retailers promoted Ramadan and Kwanzaa 
 In hopes to sell books by Franken & Fonda.

 As Targets were hanging their trees upside  down
At Lowe's the word Christmas - was nowhere to be  found. 

 At K-Mart and Staples and Penny's and Sears
You won't  hear the word Christmas; it won't touch your ears.

 
 Inclusive, sensitive, Di-ver-is-ty 

 Are words that were used to intimidate me. 
 Now Daschle, Now Darden, Now Sharpton, Wolf Blitzen 

 On Boxer, on Rather, on Kerry, on Clinton ! 
 At the top of the Senate, there arose such a clatter 

 To eliminate Jesus, in all public matter. 
  

 And we spoke not a word, as they took away our faith 
 Forbidden to speak of salvation and grace 

 The true Gift of Christmas was exchanged and  discarded
The reason for the season, stopped before it started.

   
 So as you celebrate 'Winter Break' under your 'Dream Tree' 

 Sipping your Starbucks, listen to me. 
 Choose your words carefully, choose what you say 

 Shout MERRY CHRISTMAS,
not Happy  Holiday ! 

  
 Please, all Christians join together and

wish everyone you meet
 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
  

 Christ is The Reason for the Christ-mas Season!

Christmas Giving 

Christmas is for giving 
And for showing that we care, F
or honoring the Christ Child 
With the loving gifts we share. 

The wise men gave of riches; 
The shepherds, faith and love. 
Each gift, in its own measure, 
Was smiled on from above. 

Let every gift be treasured; 
Not always size or price 
Determines the extent of love
And willing sacrifice. 

Handsome gifts with festive trim 
Bring smiles of sweet content, 
But modest gifts of humble means 
are ofttimes heaven sent. 

Whether it be large or small, 
Each gift will share in part 
The message of true Christmas joy 
If given from the heart! 

Iris W. Bray

A Christmas Prayer

Shout for joy
the whole earth, 
and everything within.
Rejoice!
For Light has come into the world.

The mountains sing,
the seas resound
to the praise of your name.
Salvation 
once promised is here on earth.

The angels' song
rings in the air,
a child has been born.
Hallelujah! 
The Saviour of the world is here.
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True or False: Some Great Christmas Anecdotes
There being so many Christmas traditions, from hanging mistletoe, to decorating 
Christmas trees, that it is impossible to verify their truthfulness, or know with 
certainty their origins.  However, we can surmise.

Christmas Trees:  Scholars believe the first holiday use of 
evergreen fir trees occurred during the Roman Empire, when they 
were used in the festival of Saturnalia to decorate the Roman 
temples.  For their part, Christians associated evergreen firs 
with God’s everlasting life, and although when they first became 
part of Christmas tradition is unknown, it probably began in 
northern Europe in the first century AD.

Christmas Cards:  Sir Henry Cole, an Englishman who in 
1834 worked at the Public Record Office — today’s Post 
Office — is credited with inventing the Christmas card.  
He was attempting to increase the use of the Post Office 
— it was then mostly a convenience for the wealthy — 
so he and an artist friend designed Christmas cards that 
cost just a shilling, which most people could afford, and 
postage was half the cost of a letter.

Mistletoe:  Before Christ was born, mistletoe was hung in homes 
to ward off evil spirits, but later became a symbol of friendship 
and love, which is how the tradition of kissing under the mistletoe 
began, probably in England.  First, a berry was picked from the 
plant, then a kiss, then another berry, and another kiss, until all 
the berries were picked, and the kissing ended.

Santa and his Reindeer:  St. Nicholas, on whom Santa is based, was a saint 
who lived during the 4th Century AD in Asia Minor.  He was very rich and 
began donating his wealth in the form of gifts to the needy.  In America, he 
morphed into Santa, helped by Clement Moore’s popular poem, “Twas the 
Night Before Christmas” (originally titled “A Visit from St. Nicholas”).  But other 
writers, including Washington Irving, wrote of a Dutchman named Sinter Klass, 

who wore a dark robe and delivered 
presents. There was also an earlier story 
about “Old Santeclaus,” who drove a 
sled with a single reindeer.  Speaking 
of Santa’s reindeer, including Rudolph, 
physiologically speaking they must be 
female (does “Rudy” become “Trudy”?) 
because male reindeer shed their antlers 
in the winter, while females keep theirs.

Why is Christmas on the 25th?  No one knows when 
Jesus was born, but according to one legend, on 
March 25 the Angel Gabriel told Mary she was with 
child, and would give birth to God’s son, Jesus.  Nine 
months from March 25 is December 25.
The problem is, that story comes from the Gospel of Luke (Luke 1: 26-38), and 
March 25 is not mentioned anywhere in that passage.

Bruce Kauffmann

An elderly woman had just 
returned to her home from 
an evening of religious service 
when she was startled by an 
intruder. As she caught the 
man in the act of robbing her 
home of its valuables, she 
yelled, 'Stop -Acts 2:38!' 
(..turn from your sin...). 
The burglar stopped dead 
in his tracks. The woman 
calmly called the police and 
explained what she had 
done. As the officer cuffed 
the man to take him in, he 
asked the burglar, 'Why did 
you just stand there? All she 
did was yell a scripture to 
you.' 'Scripture?' replied the 
burglar, 'She said she had an 
AXE and two 38's!'

After the church service a 
little boy told the pastor, 
‘When I grow up, I’m going to 
give you some money.’ ‘Well, 
thank you,’ the pastor replied, 
‘but why?’ ‘Because my daddy 
says you’re one of the poorest 
preachers we’ve ever had.’

After starting a new diet I 
altered my drive to work to 
avoid passing my favorite 
bakery.  I accidentally drove 
by the bakery this morning 
and as I approached, there 
in the window were a host of 
goodies. 
I felt this was no accident, so 
I prayed ... “Lord, it’s up to 
you, if you want me to have 
any of those delicious goodies, 
create a parking place for 
me directly in front of the 
bakery.” 
And sure enough, on the 
eighth time around the block, 
there it was!  God is so Good!”

Time to 
smile......
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Ten facts about the Feast of 
the Epiphany

•	 The three Kings (Melchior, 
Caspar and Balthazar) 
represented Europe, Arabia and 
Africa respectively.

•	 Hundreds of years ago, roast 
lamb was traditionally served 
at Epiphany in honour of Christ 
and the three Kings' visit.

•	 Whoever finds the small statue 
of a baby Jesus hidden inside 
their slice of the Rosca de reyes 
throws a party on Candlemas in 
February.

•	 In some European countries, 
children leave their shoes out 
the night before to be filled with 
gifts, while others leave straw for 
the three Kings' horses.

•	 According to Greek Orthodox 
Church's traditions, a priest will 
bless the waters by throwing a 
cross into it as worshippers try 
to retrieve it.

•	 In Bulgaria too, Eastern 
Orthodox priests throw a cross 
in the sea and the men dive in - 
competing to get to it first.

•	 In Venice a traditional regatta 
that started as a joke in the late 
1970s has been incorporated 
in the celebrations of Epiphany 
Day.

•	 In Prague, there is a traditional 
Three Kings swim to 
commemorate Epiphany Day at 
the Vltava River.

•	 In New York, El Museo del Barrio 
has celebrated and promoted the 
Three Kings' Day tradition with 
an annual parade for more than 
three decades. Thousands take 
part in the procession featuring 
camels, colorful puppets and 
floats.

•	 The day's activities involve 
singing holiday carols called 
aguinaldos.

Resolve to Make a Resolution

As we draw towards the end of another year I wonder how many New Year 
2017 resolutions remain intact?

Throughout the land gym memberships are rarely used, hobby materials gather 
dust, walking boots have no perceptible wear, good deeds are no longer done, 
etc.

Mark Twain famously said, “It’s easy to give up smoking, I’ve done it lots of 
times”.  Why is it that so many well-intentioned resolutions fall by the wayside?  
These promises to ourselves are always made with a desire for good, whether 
for our own good or for the good of others. The problem is one of competing 
desires.

I suspect that those New Year resolutions that were still going strong at Easter 
are still in place now.  That is because the desire to fulfil those resolutions was, 
and is, stronger than the desire to give-in to the temptations to break them. 

Jonathan Edwards, the American Puritan preacher said that for every choice 
that we make, we always choose the thing that our heart desires most at the 
moment of making the decision. To demonstrate this I offer two examples.

1. I desire to lose weight so I resolve to stop eating deserts, but I am 
offered a piece of mum’s homemade chocolate cake. If I have the cake I break the 
resolution, if I keep the resolve I miss out on the cake.   The strongest desire at 
that precise moment wins out.

2. If I am confronted by a group of knife-wielding youths who demand my 
wallet, at that precise moment my desire not to be injured is likely to be stronger 
than my desire to keep hold of my wallet.

As Christians we all make spiritual resolutions to love and serve the Lord in 
everything we do, say and think.  But at, times, when tested, we choose to 
love and serve ourselves rather than God.  We do that because at those precise 
moments our desire to please ourselves is stronger that our desire to please God.  
Fortunately, when we realise our folly and come to Him seeking forgiveness, we 
receive it.  

The more that we know about God and the more we know the person of Jesus 
the more we will realise that nothing compares.  Choosing Jesus is a ‘no brainer’. 
Unfortunately I, like everyone else, at times choose the alternative. 

I wonder how many of those failed New Year resolutions involve regular reading 
of the Bible.  The common excuse for failure of, ‘I just don’t have the time’ really 
doesn’t wash.  It is just an excuse for choosing some other activity rather than 
growing in the knowledge of God.  However, choosing to regularly read the 
Bible will have two great advantages.  I have found that by repeatedly choosing 
to do this, the decision becomes easier.  More importantly, by regular reading of 
the Bible I grow in my knowledge of God and my relationship with Jesus.  The 
more I know Jesus the more my heart desires to please Him. Unfortunately I still 
make the wrong choices, but I find that I now make the right choice more often.

Are you making a resolution this year?

TT 
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Do you know who your 
Ancestors were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes to 
Chaplaincy Funds, Gill will research your 

ancestors and then provide you with a report 
and a family tree. 

Or why not make it a special gift for a 
relative?   

For more information speak to Gill Sweetman 
on 05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
La paroisse anglicane d’Aquitaine

Ste. Catherine’s Church
Limeuil Haut

Traditional Christmas Carol Service
Bilingual candle lit service

Lectures et Chants Traditionnels de Noël
Célébration bilingue aux chandelles

Sunday 10 December, 17:00h
le dimanche 10 décembre, à 17h00

   

Come and join us!
Venez nombreux !

Chaplaincy of Aquitaine website:  
www.churchinaquitaine.org     

Find us on facebook: 
www.facebook.com/EgliseStCatherine         

Join us for-
 

A Service of Carols 
and Readings 

for Advent
Sunday 3rd December at 18:00

at Bertric Burée Church

A Festival of Lessons
and Carols

Join the Bertric Burée congregation
and the Variations Chorale Ensemble

for their annual Carol Service

Thursday 7th December at 18:00
the church of Notre Dame de la Paix

in the centre of Ribérac 

 
Please visit this site and find out how you can support 
the Chaplaincy when you are making purchases online.

There is a huge number of UK retailers involved
with this scheme and it doesn’t cost you a penny more 

than you would be paying in any case.

The retailers involved make a donation to the Chaplaincy, 
through easyfundraising, in line with the amount 

of money you have spent.
How about your Christmas presents?

These qualify as well, just check that your  supplier is registered 
and follow the routine set out by easyfundraising.
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgills24@aol.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplains: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft  06 72 31 72 87 / 06 41 91 81 85     bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Hazel Door  rev.hazel@wanadoo.fr 06 74 72 89 05
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d David Jones  05 53 94 71 81     davidjjones47@yahoo.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d John Morgan    05 53 54 18 90 marvol24@orange.fr
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89  my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan  05 53 61 81 61   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com  
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Madeleine Holmes  05 53 04 85 44   madeleine@peladis.plus.com
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau: http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

Future Services
Sunday 3rd December    No service
Sunday 10th December          10.30   Morning Prayer        Roger Verrall
Tuesday 12th December        18.00   Ecumenical Service of Lessons and Carols    The Chaplain and Pere Taillade  
Sunday 17th December         10.30     Christmas Prayer and Praise                 David Tervet
Sunday 24th December         10.30     Christmas Eve Holy Communion          The Chaplain
Sunday 31st December  & Sunday 7th January                No service
Sunday 14th January             10.30      Morning Prayer                                  TBA
Sunday 21th January             10.30      Prayer and Praise                               TBA
Sunday 28th January             10.30      Holy Communion                               TBA

Please note that the traditional Monteton Service of Lessons 
and Carols will be on Tuesday 12th December at 18.00 
and that this year it will be an Ecumenical service, with the 
participation of the local Roman Catholic Parish Priest Pere 
Taillade and members of his congregation. Do come and join 
us for this special occasion and stay for delicious mulled wine 
and mince pies after the service! 

The Christmas Prayer and Praise service will take place on Sunday 17th December at the usual time of 10.30. Note also 
that this year our Christmas Eve service of Holy Communion will take place at Monteton on Sunday 24th December at 
10.30 am, with our Chaplain as celebrant. In the New Year 2018, the first service at Monteton will be Morning Prayer on 
Sunday 14th January at 10.30.

Past events
On Sunday 22nd October Revd Liz Morris led a special service of Holy Communion with prayers to celebrate the 40th 
Anniversary of the founding of the Monteton Anglican congregation, and with a particular tribute to Paddy Atkinson. 
Paddy was a long-time member of the Monteton Choir and so Philippa Tillyer gave us a beautiful solo rendition of “Ave 
Maria”, a Paddy favourite. In her sermon, Liz reflected on the early days of the congregation, before she was ordained and 
when she and her husband, Richard, attended services first at Paddy’s house and then at Monteton, (with small children 
in tow!), following the successful negotiations of the Atkinsons with the Roman Catholic authorities to be able to use the 
church for Anglican services. Happy days, but it is important for us to hope and to believe that the best is yet to come for 
our Chaplaincy here in South West France!

A service for Remembrance Day took place at Monteton on the afternoon of 
Sunday 12th December and took the form of a service of Holy Communion, 
led by Revd Louise Courtney. We were very pleased to have Richard playing 
the organ and accompanying the choir in the wonderful anthem “Praise the 
Lord” from Karl Jenkins’ “The Armed Man”, and to have Martin on his trumpet 
giving us the glorious, haunting sound of the Last Post and Reveille; then 
finally the emotive words of the Kohima Epitaph, read by a member of The 
British Legion.

There will be no Coffee and Cakes chez the Ecketts in December; we thank them both for all the delightful Saturday get-
togethers of 2017 and wish Leslie a very speedy recovery from his recent operation.

 
Monteton 

     

 WE Paddy Atkinson 05 53 94 76 37
 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93

(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)



 Spreading the Word                                                                                              December 2017/January 2018 |    16

Future Services
Sunday 3 December   11:00   Holy Communion    Doudrac      Rev’d Tony Lomas
Tuesday 5 December   11:00   Holy Communion    Allez             Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 10 December   11:00   Carol Service           Doudrac      Rev’d Liz Morris & Margaret Opie-Smith
Wed 13 December   18:30   Carol Service           Dondas       Rev’d Liz Morris
Friday 15 December   18:30   Carol Service           St Medard   Rev’d Tony Lomas & Margaret Opie-Smith
Sunday 17 December   10:30   Holy Communion   Dondas        Rev’ds A/D Marshall
Tuesday 19 December  18:30   Carol Service            Allez       Rev’d Liz Morris & Margaret Opie-Smith
Monday 25 December   11:00  Holy Communion    Doudrac     Rev’d Liz Morris

DOUDRAC
On Sunday, 5th November, it was good to welcome again Rev Louise Courtney, who led our service of Holy Communion 
to celebrate All Saints Day.  
The first session of our Advent Course starts on Thursday, 30  November 10:30 for 11:00 at the home of Rev Liz Morris 
and will be followed by a light lunch. The following sessions on 7, 14 and 21st December, will be at different venues, details 
to be sent in monthly L et G email. This is a York course, entitled ‘What are you Waiting for?’ written by Rev Canon L 
Winkett.
On Sunday, 3rd December, at 11:00 our Service of Holy Communion will be led by Rev Tony Lomas.
Our Carol Service will be on Sunday morning 10th December at 11:00 and will be followed by a ‘Bring and Share’ lunch.  
We do hope as many people as possible will be able to stay for this festive celebration.
Christmas Day Holy Communion will be celebrated by Rev Liz Morris at the usual time of 11:00.

ENVALS

Holy Communion was celebrated on Tuesday, 14th 
November at 11:30 by Rev Tony Lomas. 

The service was followed by lunch provided by Liz 
and Dave Rolfe.

DONDAS
Our service, on Sunday, 19 November at 10.30am, was Morning Worship led by Michael Torne. Using the day’s Gospel 
reading on the parable of the talents he encouraged us not believe that nothing we can do will change things but to use our 
talents in God’s service. If we put God at the centre of our lives, then we do indeed have all we need to make a difference in 
the world.  As Larry Walters, the Californian who tried in 1982 to make a flying machine out of his garden chair and some 
large helium balloons, said when asked why he’d done it “A man can’t just sit around”, and this should be how we approach 
the way we serve God.
This year’s bi-lingual Carol Service will be on Wednesday, 13 December at 6.30pm and will be led by Revd Liz Morris - we 
hope that our Parish Priest, Père John Hennessy, will be able to join us to read the Gospel in French and to give a blessing.   
There will be congregational carols and readings in both French and English together with choir carols sung by Chant’Allez 
accompanied by Marilyn Morrow.   As always, the service will be followed by mulled wine and mince pies in the Salle des 
Fêtes.
This will be closely followed, on Sunday, 17 December at 10.30am by our final eucharist of the year, celebrated by the Revds 
Angela and David Marshall.

Lot et Garonne: 
Allez 
Dondas
Doudrac      

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Helen Raphael              05 53 47 78  93

West of Villeneuve-sur-Lot.  

just off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  (on D245 north-east of Agen)  EnvalsSt Médard
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Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

Future services
Sunday 03 December  11.00   Prayer & Praise with Communion  Rev'd Liz Morris
Friday 15 December  17.00    Carol Service     Rev'd Deacon Charlotte Sullivan 

Our usual service pattern in winter, is one service on the 3rd Sunday, however, there will be no services in January or 
February 2018. Our usual winter venue will be closed for refurbishment. Several of our core congregation are away so 
numbers would be in single figures.  Our Local Annual Meeting will follow our first service on the 18th March 2018.

15th December 17.00 -  Our Christmas Carol Service is always popular with the English and French, why not invite your 
neighbours? There are some readings and carols in French and we will be joined by Pere Philippe. The church is beautifully 
decorated with festive greenery and candles. It is followed by mulled wind or non alcoholic warm apple punch and festive 
stollen. 

You are warmly invited to the Alpha Course which starts in February 2018. The date is to be confirmed 
and will be on the Web site. Please pray about who you might invite. Dave & Jan Wilton will be hosting 
the meetings at their home at Lou Cayrou, Arlie, 24370 Carlux. We will be starting at 18.00 with a meal, 
followed by worship and the talk on DVD, then an opportunity to discuss the topic. We aim to be finished 
by 20.30. The course is aimed at non Christians but is beneficial to Christians as well. We all need to 
have a firm foundation and to keep learning about our Creator, Father, Saviour, Councillor, to deepen our 

relationship with them.  The course will have an away day, where 3 talks will be given covering the Holy Spirit. There will 
be a 2 week break for Easter so we will finish in early May. 
There is no charge so why not reserve your place for a friendly, fruitful journey in a safe, loving, fun environment!  Contact 
Dave & Jan on 05 53 30 45 59. 

5th November Tony Lomas lead a lovely Communion service and preached on the 
Beatitudes. They apply to all disciples, as we put our faith into action, by living as 
children of the light and affecting others for good. They are the way Jesus wants us 
to try to live out our lives in Him. Paul addressed his readers as saints, the faithful 
in Christ Jesus.  The blessings are for all believers and we can all take on a priestly 
role. Tony expanded on the Peacemakers, saying that we are called to love and 
create the environment for peace. Through the efforts we make on His behalf, we 
become imitators of God (Eph 5:1).

We were fortified afterwards by hot soup, a casserole and potatoes, as well as the 
usual yummy favourites at the bring and share lunch in the church. 

19th November Dave Wilton lead our Prayer and Praise service. 1 Thes 5:1-11. '... For God did not appoint us to suffer 
wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we 
may live together with him. Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.' We 
were chosen by God before the formation of the Earth. We were destined to not to suffer wrath but to receive salvation. Our 
salvation is not in doubt through our Lord Jesus Christ, the only name by which we may be saved. He was rejected so we 
can be accepted, he died so we can live, he became sin so we can be made righteous. We have eternal life when we believe 
in Jesus and the Father who sent him. Eternal life is not interrupted by death and we will need that long to get to know him 
better and better. 

We can encourage one another by: Praying for each other, privately, in small groups, one to one, to take an interest in the 
things in our lives that need a supernatural solution; by using our natural and supernatural gifts and to let others use theirs; 
by listening to God, giving him the time to answer us, respecting that relationship is a two way thing; by taking time to 
meet together in worship and fellowship as we need each other; by keeping in touch with each other which is easy with the 
phone, emails, social media, socials and meals. We can build each other up with our thoughts, words or actions, spur one 
another to love and good deeds. Then the love of God will leak our from church to the world and be a blessing. The love of 
God flows through us. 

The church was very cold so we enjoyed a delicious lunch in a restaurant. We held our committee meeting between courses!  

Items donated for the Vide Grenier on the 26th Nov, were handed over in the car park to Jeff, Andrew & Rebecca who 
are going to set up the stall. A huge thank you to them, for this undertaking. The proceeds will go to A New Dawn: Nepal 
project and Resto de Coeur. I'm pleased to report that so far this year 870€ has been raised for various charities. 
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WWW.God.com  I would like to take this opportunity to wish all the Wealth of Wonderful 
Worshippers at Ste Nathalène Church a wonderful, peaceful, blesséd Christmas and an 
abundantly happy, healthy prosperous New Year. I am fully persuaded that our God will 
exceed our expectations with his blessings in 2018. Are we ready to receive all that He has 
in store for us? 

Bordeaux   
(33) Chapelle de l’Assomption,   
370 bd Président Wilson,   (opposite 
the British Consulate).

CW    Heather Gardiner   07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson         05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10 69 17  
      Nellie Salvi               05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78
ML    Lindsay Megraud   05 56 96 44 17
PC     Rhian Foreau     05 56 36 99 63

Future Services
Sunday December 3rd    NO MORNING SERVICE
  15.00 Kids' Choir Concert
  17.00 Advent Choral Evensong Service       Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday December 10th   NO MORNING SERVICE
  14.30 Madagascan/French Carol Service     Rev’d Philip Harbridge
  17.00 Christmas Carol Service                      Rev’d Philip Harbridge
Sunday December 17th  10.30 Family Communion Service  Rev’d Philip Harbridge
Sunday December 24th  10.30 Holy Communion Service   Rev’ds Angela & David Marshall
Monday December 25th 11.00 Christmas Day Family Communion Service  Rev’ds Angela 
                    & David Marshall
Sunday December 31st 10.30 Family Communion Service  Rev’d Robin Nash
Sunday January 7th 10.30 Morning Wo5rship
Sunday 14 January 10.30 Family Communion
Sunday 21st January 10.30 Family Communion
Sunday 28 January 10.30 All Age Worship

Pre-Service Sunday Prayer: There is now a short prayer meeting each Sunday starting at 10.15 beside the Altar. 
Participation is totally optional and you are most welcome to join the group to pray for the Service which follows and for 
those in need.

Sunday School Dates: December 17, 24
Sunday School and Youth Group For more information, feel free to contact Anne Sharp (05 57 88 46 24), or Heather 
Gardiner (07 87 71 92 52 or heathermariongardiner@gmail.com)

Welcome to the Revd Philip Harbridge and his wife, Honorine. Philip Harbridge – with his family of wife 
Honorine and their children Sophie and Tiffany – will be locum chaplain for ten days in Advent. Philip has been Senior 
School Chaplain at Millfield in Somerset since September 2007. Honorine also works in the school, and Sophie and Tiffany 
(aged 11 and 8, respectively) are in the junior (prep) department there.
Before Millfield, Philip was Chaplain at Christ’s College, Cambridge and served his curacy at All Saints Church in Hampton. 
He went to Westcott Theological College, though only seeing the light after a career first as a commercial lawyer!
Philip met and married Honorine on her native island of Madagascar following eighteen months’ missionary work with 
USPG. She speaks no fewer than four languages, including French, and gained a doctorate in Theatre Studies from Hull 
University in 2005.

In addition to checking out the Chaplaincy website www.churchinaquitaine.org
for updated and new articles on our church life,

please surf to the Bordeaux Church website: www.anglicanbordeaux.org
Visit and “like” our facebook pages: EnglishAnglicanChurchBordeaux 

Wine and Words – Bordeaux
Join our Anglican Church Choir – Bordeaux facebook group 

twitter: @anglicanbdx
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Activities & Opportunities
The annual Bordeaux Church Christmas Bazaar is right around the corner, on Saturday, December 
2nd at the Primary School at the Assomption. Join us for a fun afternoon and our church's biggest fundraiser, in aid of the 
Chaplaincy and Bordeaux's charities. After a warm cup of tea and delicious piece of cake, wander around to choose your 
favourite jams & chutneys, cakes and scones, handicrafts, English books, videos & Cds, and interesting white elephant 
items. Terrific opportunities will be on offer at the now famous Silent Auction. The kids will have plenty to do. And don't 
forget to buy your tickets for a raffle full of goodies! Come along with friends and families.

All of the following events will take place in the Chapel at the Assomption

Something new and wonderful:               Kids' Choir Concert on Sunday, 
December 3rd at 15.00. This occasion is not to be missed! Under the direction of 
Holi and Stephen Razafindratsima, and with the help of Segar Guna, the children have 
worked incredibly hard to prepare a fabulous concert for you and to the glory of God. 
Please support their efforts! Holi and Stephen have something reserved for us, as does 
Segar on the guitar.

then, following a cup of tea and biscuit ...

Advent Evening Choralsong                 on Sunday, December 3rd at 17.00. The Adult 
Choir, under the direction of Richard Hunt, and the Chaplain Revd Tony Lomas will lead you 
into the Advent Season with a moving and special Choral Evensong. Please note that this service 
will replace the normal morning service.

Madagascan/French Carol Service           on Sunday, 
December 10th at 14.30. The Revd Philip Harbridge and 
Stephen Razafindratsima will be officiating a Carol Service in 
French and Madagascan, with the participation of the children. It will be a wonderful 

opportunity to experience a Madagascan Carol Service and their singing will warm your hearts. Don't hesitate to join them 
in their worship and please spread the word to any Madagascan friends whom you may know.

Christmas Carol Service         on Sunday, December 10th at 17.00. As tradition would 
have it, we suggest that you arrive good and early for the Christmas Carol Service of readings and 
carols and the children's special presentation. The Chapel is always packed! The congregation will 
be expected to raise the roof with their singing and the choir has been working incredibly hard to 
prepare beautiful anthems interspersed throughout the service. The Revd Philip Harbridge will be 
officiating. Introduce your friends to the Anglican Church in Bordeaux by inviting them to join 
you.

Publicity flyers which can be printed or sent by email are downloadable on the Bordeaux 
Church website: www.anglicanbordeaux.org. Just right-click on the image and voilà!

Christmas Day Family Communion Service on Monday, December 25th at 11.00. 
The Revds Angela and David Marshall will lead the grand celebration of the birth of our Saviour, 
Jesus. Please note the time change. They look forward to meeting you and your families.

Family Communion Service on Sunday, December 31st at 
10.30. Give thanks for the year 2017 and bring in 2018 on the right 
foot! The Revd Robin Nash will be coming to us to lead this last Communion Service of the year. 

Picnic Play Reading Group. The Picnic Play-Reading Group meets once a month to read a 
play – do come join us! We are always happy to welcome more members to this worthwhile fellowship activity. The next 
gathering will be on Sunday, December 17th after a bring and share picnic lunch. For more information, please contact 
Pamela (pamela.i.prior@gmail.com, 06 75 80 03 86).  

Bible Study Group. A hearty welcome to those who are interested in meeting in Bordeaux on Friday evenings - except 
when Wine & Words is scheduled. If you would like to join this group or start one in your area, please contact Christine 
Rychlewski: alienor1153@yahoo.com or 06 81 85 72 97
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Wine and Words Group. Wine and Words is a monthly discussion group which meets on Friday evenings. Contact 
Christine Rychlewski: alienor1153@yahoo.com or 06 81 85 72 97 for more information and to join our mailing list (we also 
have a Facebook group: Wine and Words Bordeaux).

Chocolates for the Foyer Fraternel Gouffrand Christmas baskets. While you're doing 
your food shopping in the coming weeks, why not pick up a box of chocolates which can be added to the 
Christmas baskets that the Foyer prepares each year for the needy. Warm someone's heart and stomach 
with some Christmas cheer - and bring your donation to church on any Saturday/Sunday. 

News from last month
A resounding THANK YOU to our worship leaders in November: David Albrecht, the Revd Brian Davies, Charlotte 
Sullivan, and Christine Rychlewski. 

Worship in Malagasy. It is really a blessing that Madagascan 
communities from Bordeaux and Toulouse continue to gather in 
Bordeaux each month, to worship together and for Holy Communion. 
On November 19th, the Madagascan Communities of Bordeaux and 
Toulouse were led by Revd Tony Lomas and Stephen Razafindratsima 
for a service of Holy Communion. We welcomed Aaron, born two 
months ago and who came the first time in our Church. We also 
congratulated his parents who were happy to share their joy with us 
during the bring and share lunch. As usual, the children participated 
in the readings with adults. Tony’s sermon focused on taking risks for 
God : “when we get to heaven, if we have never allowed ourselves to 
take risks on God’s behalf, we will sense his huge disappointment that 
we have not lived the life he made us for.”

The Parable of the Talents. The Revd Deacon Charlotte Sullivan led an 
inspiring service on 16 November beginning with a fabulous children's sermon 
based on Matthew 25:14-30, complete with chocolate coins and stage props: Ian, 
the Master, and Peter, the banker! She talked about investing one's time, talents and 
creativity. And encouraged us to be bold and to step up with the various talents we 
have to offer. Please think about that lesson! The more we give, the more we receive 
in return.

                       

Looking ahead
Ecumenical event: For the week of prayer for Christian unity in January 2017. The Sunday School at the Roman Catholic 
Church in Gradignan have contacted us. Two years ago, they visited us at l’Assomption and learned a little bit more about 
“Anglicans”. Last year, we were invited to Gradignan to participate in their service, it was a memorable day where Revd 
David Kirby preached in English with Peter Luson translating into French, and the Children also sang in their Church. This 
year, children from both communities, accompanied by adults, would like to discover an Orthodox Church in Bordeaux. 
Contact with the Orthodox leaders are being made.

To one and to all, 

our wishes for a Joyful and 

Blessing Christmas

and a Happy New Year

Lindsay & Charlotte, grateful for 
their talents for music and preaching
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Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW Sue Torne  05 62 08 17 78
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML 
PC Liz Evans  05 62 06 59 75

Future Services
Saturday 16 December  17:00 Carol Service
Thursday 21 December  11:00  Christmas Communion 
Thursday 25 January   11:00  Holy Communion 

Remembrance Sunday in Condom
100 years from the bloody slaughter of Paschendale the Condom congregation stood in silence as the Last Post was played 
(albeit electronically). We again sang those unfamiliar hymns that come out once a year and listened to the words of the 
Kohima Epitaph ‘ When you go home tell them of us and say, for your tomorrow we gave our today.’ It was a far cry from 
the Civic orientated Service of the 50’s. Remembering the past can play an important part in shaping the future. But so often 
we race on to the future never giving heed to the lessons of the past.
There is a saying that ‘those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it’. So we were reminded not to forget 
what previous generations have been through for us, and the agony of those still suffering now. We offered our prayers in 
grateful thanks to those who have both fought and died in order that we live in a democracy. It was a day for remembering, 
a day to reflect in silence and a day to put at the centre of our lives He who asked us to remember Him.
In remembering the past we look forward to the hope of Advent. Expectant looking to new beginnings and re-orientation, 
taking into account the errors of the past. As we each came forward to put our candle on the altar we were reminded that we 
are to be the light. We looked to a world I am sure we all will wish to identify with ‘a place to stay,..enough to eat …where 
you can speak out loud .. and everyone has recourse to the law,’ a place of peace. Those words by Roger Waters of Pink Floyd 
in his poem ‘The Gunner’s dream’ speak of the peace we still desire.

The Gunner’s Dream 
Floating down through the clouds   Memories come rushing up to meet me now. 

In the space between the heavens and in the corner of some foreign field 
I had a dream. I had a dream.  Good-bye Max. Good-bye Ma. 

After the service when you’re walking slowly to the car 
And the silver in her hair shines in the cold November air 
You hear the tolling bell  And touch the silk in your lapel 

And as the tear drops rise to meet the comfort of the band 
You take her frail hand  And hold on to the dream. 

A place to stay  Enough to eat 
Somewhere old heroes shuffle safely down the street 

Where you can speak out loud About your doubts and fears 
And what’s more no-one ever disappears 

You never hear their standard issue kicking in your door. 
You can relax on both sides of the tracks 

And maniacs don’t blow holes in bandsmen by remote control 
And everyone has recourse to the law 

And no-one kills the children anymore. 
And no one kills the children anymore. 

Night after night 
Going round and round my brain 
His dream is driving me insane. 

In the corner of some foreign field 
The gunner sleeps tonight. 

What’s done is done. 
We cannot just write off his final scene. 

Take heed of his dream. 
Take heed.



 Spreading the Word                                                                                              December 2017/January 2018 |    22

The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW Mike Duncan   05 53 91 30 64 
 Tony Stephens 05 45 60 62 84 
ML Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC Sheila Marshall     05 53 90 95 69

Our next service will be on Thursday November 30th. This will be Morning Prayer from the Book of Common Prayer. The 
service will be followed by a parish lunch in a local restaurant.

In December there will be two services. On Saturday December 16th we shall 
be having our Annual Carol Service, organised jointly with the Roman Catholic 

Community in Vic-Fezensac. This will 
take place at 5pm in the L'eglise Saint 
Pierre, Vic Fezensac. Our Chaplain will be jointly leading this festival of six 
lessons and carols, in English and French. There will be mulled wine and mince 
pies after the service.

On Thursday December 21st we shall have a Christmas Eucharist with Carols, 
11am at the Pietat Chapel. The celebrant will be our Chaplain, the Reverend Tony 
Lomas.

Both the church in Vic and the Condom Chapel will be heated!!

Marche de Noel  On Saturday December 2nd a group of ladies from the 
Condom Chapel will be participating in a Marche de Noel at the home of Marian 
L'Estrange. All money raised will go to the Chaplaincy. Please see poster for full 
details.

Future services
Sunday 3 December  10:30 Service of the Word  Steve Long
    18:00 Advent Carol Service  Sheila Marshall    Please note the later start time
Thursday 7 December  18:00 Carol Service, Church of Notre Dame de la Paix, Ribérac        Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 10 December *  10:30 Holy Communion  Rev’d Barrie Green
Wednesday 13 December 11:00 BCP Holy Communion  Rev’d Tony Lomas.
Sunday 17 December #  10:30 Family Nativity Service  Janis Adams
Sunday 24 December  10:30 Holy Communion   Rev’d Brian Davies and Trevor Hodgkiss
Sunday 25 December  10:30 Family Service   Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 31 December  10:30 Prayer and Praise Service Steve Long
Sunday 7 January  10:30 Service of the Word  
    16:00 Evensong
Wednesday 10 January  11:00 BCP Holy Communion 
Sunday 14 January  10:30 Holy Communion
Saturday 20 January  15:00  Christian Unity Service – Ribérac Hospital Chapel
Sunday 21 January  10:30 Family Service
Sunday 28 January  10:30 Holy Communion
  
*There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service.  Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and 
glass.    We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of   bread and wine which will be supplied.

#Family Nativity Service with Christmas carols: the service will go through the nativity story with carols and the crib will be 
arranged. Everyone is invited to participate and come in the costume of any character in the story. There are some costumes 
for children but bigger people will need to provide their own! 
Please come to enjoy the service!!
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Christmas Market 18th November 2017
Great day on Saturday for our Christmas Market fundraiser. We were 
blessed with a bright sunny day and many visitors. A lot of hard work 
over a long period by a handful of people, but especially to Marie 
Rickets for all the organising of the event.She invited other appropriate 
stall holders to join us and, because of the past success, we had more 
requests than we had room for. The overflow went to the Upper Room, 
resulting in many stalls bursting with Christmas goodies, many of 
which were cooked or handmade by our members, ranging from 
crackers, puddings, cakes and gifts. Refreshments and mulled wine 
added to the festive ambience, and the bacon butties, well, they’re 
always a treat. Pam Duncan made many Christmas cakes for sale, and one beauty, already iced, for the "guess the weight” 

competition.
An enormous contribution to the overall warm and festive atmosphere unfortunately 
cannot be shown in pictures, as it was the music provided throughout the day, by Steve 
Long. Such a great choice! An eclectic mix of Carols and Christmas songs to put us all in 
the right mood.
The success of the day was measured in shared fellowship with church friends and 
especially with visitors and friends from further afield. At the end of the day there was a 
mellow satisfied feeling and a further 1,860€ to be contributed to the work of our church 
in ministry and mission here in Aquitaine.
Well done everyone and heartfelt thanks to all.

Revds Mike and Ann Wooderson, whose kind and wise ministry we benefitted from greatly over the last decade, 
visited Bertric Burée towards the end of October. They have written us these notes –
Mike writes: “It was great to be back at BB, if only for a brief visit, and see many of our friends, 
but I’m sure we will be back from time to time. Ann had been booked in for a painting week 
more than a year ago, which was the primary reason for our visit. However, in the meantime, 
our house in Périgueux was finally sold at the end of August, so we were also gathering up 
various belongings that we had left with friends. While Ann was away on her residential week 
I was kindly looked after by Fred and Carole in between sorties to other friends in the region. 
We really enjoyed our time in this part of France that we got to know so well over the past 10 
years and the weather was particularly enjoyable, leaving behind the storms that have
been hitting Ireland recently. We are still regularly taking services in our adopted parish of Sligo and enjoying being part of the 
Christian community there. The Lord has certainly taken us to a beautiful part of the country, even if the weather can be a little 
unpredictable.”
Ann writes: “Mike has of course, failed to mention our proximity to the magnificentlinks golf course. Being a resident local cleric 
means he is entitled to free membership and weather permitting, he takes full advantage of the privilege.
We have enjoyed the visits of several friends made through the chaplaincy and hopefully will be able to share the blessing of our 
beautiful rented home on the Wild Atlantic Way, with many others. We are ever mindful of you all in our prayers and count it 
a blessing that prayer has no geographical requirements.”
A bientôt, Michael and Ann

The sun shone brightly on our last BB Randonée of the year: Nineteen Randoneers 
took a long stroll along the bank of the river Nizonne, from the Site Naturel des 
Tourbières (peat bogs) to Gurat. Halfway round we took a short detour to visit the 
fascinating subterranean church, if you haven’t visited this historic site in Gurat 
put it on your ‘to do’ list. 
The venue for lunch was a mystery to many but those of us who already knew 
“Runcible Spoon” at Vendoire knew what a treat were in for and Saro did not 
disappoint: broccoli and blue cheese soup, then individual steak suet puddings 
- followed by a fresh raspberry mousse gave twenty-eight of us a truly special 
end-of-season lunch.
Like so many country creatures our walking group now goes in to hibernation for a few months, but planning for the spring 
will go on and we will look forward to more great camaraderie, diverse walks and lunches with our ever-expanding group 
of Randoneers and Strollites and ‘Swallows’ in March
Please ask me to put you on the mailing list ready for March 2018.                Jaki    jakimoorhouse@aol.com
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Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Christine Scott  05 53 29 39 40
 Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 59 13
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Christine Walter  05 53 74 93 20

Future services
Sunday 03 December  10.30  Prayer and Praise  David Albrecht
Sunday 10 December  NO MORNING SERVICE    
   17:00  Carol Service   Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan    
Sunday 17 December  10.30  Holy Communion  Rev’d Louise Courtney
Thursday 21 December 10.30  Holy Communion  Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 24 December  NO MORNING SERVICE 
   22.30  Holy Communion  Rev’d Tony Lomas
Monday 25 December  10.30  Prayer and Praise  Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 31 December  10.30  Prayer and Praise  Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 7 January 10.30  Holy Communion Rev’d Louise Courtney
Sunday 14 january 10.30 Prayer & Praise
Thursday 18 January 10:30  BCP Holy Communion
Sunday 21 January 10:30  Morning Prayer
Wednesday 24 January  tba Christian Unity Service
Sunday 28 January  10.30  Holy Communion

Winter is definitely here with cold frosty nights and bright sunny days, this is why we love the Dordogne!  As we turn 
our thoughts to Christmas and the Christmas services we can see it is going to be a busy time for our clergy who will 

have no time to put their feet up in front of the fire looking at the list of services listed above.  We need to make sure we 
show our appreciation for all their hard work at this time of year with plenty of good cheer.

Remembrance Sunday
On the 12th November we all gathered in the church for Remembrance Sunday which was led by Tony and Charlotte.  This 
was a lovely service; Charlotte gave us a memorable talk on ‘Costly Grace’.   She talked about how her son has recently 
decided to join the army which will make this day more significant for Charlotte in the future.  Christine Scott read In 
Flanders Field, the World’s most famous War Memorial poem by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae:

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks still bravely singing fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead: Short days ago,

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved: and now we lie

In Flanders fields!
Take up our quarrel with the foe

To you, from failing hands, we throw
The torch: be yours to hold it high
If ye break faith with us who die,

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields

Composed at the battlefront on May 3, 1915 during the second battle of Ypres, Belgium in ‘Flanders Field

The choir vey kindly sang two anthems and 
we sang together the national anthem and 
the Marseillaise for those who knew the 
words.
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Going back to the UK - You will be sad to know that Christine Scott has decided to return to the UK to be with her 
family.  Having made the difficult decision,  she put her house on the market expecting that it might take several years to sell 
as is common in this part of the world.  So she was very surprised when shortly afterwards she had a viewing and a French 
couple made an offer which she accepted.  This means that Christine will be leaving us in the middle of January much to 
everyone’s dismay. A lunch is being arranged on the 7th January for us to be able to thank Christine for all her hard work 
within the church.   She has taken on many responsibilities in the past including editing the Chaplaincy newsletter for 10 
years, being a warden at Limeuil and also sitting on Chaplaincy Council.  She is going to be much missed by all the friends 
she has made here.  If you haven’t already said you would like to be at the lunch please contact Mike Kelly at michael.kelly@
orange.fr who will give you all the details.

Carol Service - Our carol service is being held on the 10th December at 5pm and will be led by Rev’d Deacon Charlotte 
Sullivan.  We are looking forward to this opportunity to get into the Christmas spirit and the choir will be singing some less 
well known Christmas songs.  Mulled wine and mince pies will be served after the service and we welcome you all to come 
and join us.  Please encourage all your friends and neighbours to come!

Safeguarding training
This topic had come up recently in our church committee meetings as it is a Chaplaincy requirement that all people who are 
involved in serving within the church  have safeguarding level 1.  I was asked to take this training as a member of the church 
committee, and my first thought was to ask why should I.  However, on doing the training I found it both informative 
and eye opening and I could see the value of completing this training.  I now feel more prepared to deal with certain 
circumstances should they arrive.   I want to encourage people who may feel reluctant to do this training to go online and 
do the training and find out what safeguarding is all about.

Movie nights - these are continuing up to Christmas at Charlotte’s house and have generally been well supported.  Charlotte 
very kindly cooks us supper to eat after the film and plenty of popcorn is available to those who can’t resist.   The next film 
is ‘The Case for Christ’ on 7th December.

New ladies group - The start date for this is January 2018 and we are currently sending out emails to all our ladies in the 
congregation to introduce the concept and we will see what response we get back.   The idea for the group is that it should 
meet once a month on a day and time which suits most people.  It would start with members of our church but can extend 
to non-church going friends as well, as a form of outreach.  We will start by meeting for coffee, cake and a chat at a member’s 
house and then develop the group to include going out for lunch, trips out and inviting external speakers. We can also do a 
round robin and go to different people’s houses if that is preferred.  If you are interested in joining do let me (Kathryn Carr 
kathryn@enviro-advice.co.uk or Lynn Ralph lynnralph81@gmail.com) know.

Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Lin Tarrant  05 53 91 26 38

Future Services
Sunday 10 December    10.30     Morning worship  Négrondes   Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 10 December    16.00   Carol Service      Chancelade  Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 17 December    10.30     Holy Communion   Chancelade        
Wednesday 20th December   18.00    Carol Service      Négrondes  Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 24 December    10.30     Holy Communion    Négrondes 
Sunday 14 January  10:30 Family Service   Négrondes
Sunday 21  January  10:30  Holy Communion  Chancelade      
Sunday 28 January  10:30 Holy Communion Négrondes

ADVENT.... What is advent ? Arrival, the 4 weeks before Christmas , that’s what the dictionary says. What does it mean 
to you though ? 

To me it is the coming of the greatest man that ever lived, Jesus. As a baby from an unimportant village in the Middle 
East. Some were waiting for Him, some expected a royal personage, a warrior, I doubt anyone thought He would be a baby 
from an unremarkable family. What is remarkable is all that has built up around this event.   Across the world Christmas 
is celebrated by young and old alike by those who know Jesus personally and the many who don’t.  Let us, who know and 
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Fresh Expressions

Eymet Future Services
Sunday 03 December    10:30  Fresh Expressions   Eymet Temple
Sunday 10 December   10:30  Fresh Expressions   Eymet Temple 
Thurs 14 December    18:00  Christmas Carol Service Eymet Church
Sunday 17 December   10:30  Fresh Expressions   Eymet Temple
Sunday 24 December   10:30  Christmas Thanksgiving   Eymet Temple
Monday 25 December    10:30  Christmas Rejoicing  Eymet Temple
Sunday 31 December   10:30  Christmas Renewal   Eymet Temple
Sunday 7, 14, 21, 28 January 10:30  Fresh Expressions   Eymet Temple

love Him  share that love and knowledge with others. Don’t be afraid to invite someone to a carol service or to give them a 
Christmas card with scripture written inside. We may never know how effective it is but if we don’t try the Word will never 
get out, after all Christmas is for sharing, as many adverts on TV tell us and we have the true story to tell. Jesus was born, 
He lived as a man, He died and was risen, and lives in the hearts of men and women all over the world, ‘share the love’ as 
the youngsters say !!.

Talking of sharing.
The Bishop’s Advent appeal for the Diocese in Europe aims to support homeless refugees and asylum seekers in Rome 
with humanitarian assistance (a daily cooked breakfast and essential items for personal dignity and warmth) for 6 months.   
They are doing this through a well established and well run project established by their Episcopal sister church of St Paul ‘s  
Within the Walls.   The Joel Nafuma Refugee Center assists approximately 17,000 people per year and is the only day center 
open to receive homeless asylum seekers and refugees in Rome.   Every day this center welcomes 200-250 guests.   They 
come from many different nations, including Mali, Afganistan, Eritrea, Somalia, Pakistan, Guinea and the Ivory Coast.   
Many of these refugees are homeless and traumatized and alone.   They are aged 18 and have come to Italy to flee conflict 
and religious persecution.   Roughly 85% are men and 15% women.

The Joel Nafuma Refugee Center is the only place in Rome 
that takes in homeless and dormitory housed refugees 
during the day, giving them safe refuge from the streets.  
This is of great importance.   They can see counsellors, 
attend music and art therapy and learn to write a CV in 
Italian and, of course, look for employment.   Under the 
terms of the Dublin Regulation refugees who entered 
Italy first in Europe must receive and renew refugee status 
documents in Italy.  This means that in 2017, JNRC has 
seen a rise in guest numbers due to the increased number 
of people journeying across the Mediterranean Sea from 
Libya, the closure of the Calais ‘Jungle’ camp in France 
and increased deportations from Scandinavia. 
This Appeal aims to raise enough money to support the 
breakfast programme and to provide basic supplies and 
sleeping bags for the refugees for 6 months.

The red bucket will be at the back of the two churches at least five times during the season of Advent.   Let us help them, 
please give generously. 

Chancelade and Negrondes have 2 Carol Services to celebrate ( details at the top of the page) and we hope many of you will 
be able to join at both or one of these services. This year at Negrondes we are going to decorate the church and have it open 
for sometime the day before, the 19th December, hopefully this might encourage some to come to our service the next day. 
Helpers would be appreciated to arrange flowers etc, we have some figures to add to the display, 3 kings and we hope some 
shepherds also. Models and nature telling stories of Christmas. Bring your friends along.

After both services refreshments will be served.
Wishing you all a very blessed Christmas
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The Gathering Fresh Expressions
‘The Gathering is an opportunity for people to meet, in an informal setting, to explore and experience the love of God and 
what it means to follow Jesus’

Sunday 03 December 10:30  The Gathering Meeting, Le Mouret
Friday 22 December  10:30  Carols by Candlelight service in La Taste, Le Sauvetat, the post code is 32500.
Please RSVP  for this service and for directions: gjohndavies32@gmail.com.  As it is at a private home, it would be helpful 
to know the numbers expected.  
Sunday 07 January 10:30  The Gathering Meeting , Le Mouret

The Gathering was thrilled to welcome well-known American Christian author and speaker, Wayne Jacobsen (see www.
lifestream.org) to its recent meeting.

Wayne, who was touring France and Belgium, agreed to include us in his itinerary but as he was elsewhere in November, 
we had to move our ‘November’ meeting to Sunday, 29th October to accommodate him. But it was not an opportunity we 
wanted to miss.

After 20 years of pastoring churches in the US, Wayne has found himself in the role of encouraging and inspiring Christians 
around the globe who find themselves outside mainstream institutional models of church. He believes strongly that 
relationships and connectedness, as modelled by Jesus, are the basis of a growing and vibrant life of faith and action. 

He spoke on the theme of “Living Loved”, helping us to understand the Father’s deep love for us and how we can live in that. 
It is clear that, sadly, so many of us have the perception of God as distant and demanding, whose standards we can never 
meet. However, living our lives fully knowing that He Loves Me (the title of one of Wayne’s best known and loved books) 
transforms and empowers us as His children.

You may well have read ‘The Shack’, which Wayne co-wrote, but you 
may not be familiar with  some of his other titles such as ‘Finding 
Church’ and ‘In Season’ – If you are not, they are all well worth 
reading.

After the meeting most of the participants stayed on for a very enjoyable 
and relaxed lunch at Le Mouret with Wayne and a delightful Belgian 
couple, Gert and Katia Daeren, who were his drivers, organisers and 
travel companions for the trip. 

Wayne is an engaging, knowledgeable and intelligent communicator. 
We all felt blessed and fortunate that he kindly agreed to drop in for 
the weekend and share his journey with us.
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Licensing of Michael Torne at Condom

Handing out water 
at the Tour de 
France, Eymet

Baptism at Bordeaux

40th Anniversary concert at Monteton

Barn dance at Bertric Buree

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Palm Sunday at Negrondes

Bring & Share at  Ste NathalèneBelloc retreat

Jazz night, Limeuil

A Sunday at Doudrac

Some 
memories 
of 2017


