
Glimpses of His Glory....

As I am writing this we are still  in Epiphany, the season following Christmas, when we 
reflect  on God’s glory, love and purpose as revealed in Jesus Christ.  How do we see 
glimpses of God’s glory in the world and in our lives? Sometimes His glory seems evident, 
other times it is more hidden.

The fields are white unto harvest -  December was packed with carol  services (13! - 
many thanks to all  involved!) alongside the ‘normal’ things that happen in parish life. It 
never ceases to amaze me how many English speakers there are in Aquitaine. Whenever 
we  move  into  a  new  area  with  carol  services,  weddings,  funerals,  whatever,  English 
speakers emerge. There are still plenty of opportunities for the Chaplaincy to grow! 

Sheep without a shepherd? After Christmas the Vrolijks went to Mont Dore, in the Massif 
Central...the place where the river Dore and the river Dogne come together to form the 
Dordogne. It was a lovely, relaxing time away. One thing that struck me in this sizeable 
town was the fact that there was only one service per month in the RC church (not on a 
Sunday, although the church was open during the week, which was nice) and that the 
protestant ‘temple’ had closed down. There was a notice on the church for mail to be sent 
to  Clermont-Ferrand,  not  exactly  nearby.  Against  a  myriad  of  shops,  restaurants,  ice 
skating rink and even a casino, I felt a twinge of sadness for the town and its people.

Caroline  -  Looking  outside,  lawns  and hedges  are  still  covered in  white.  We had  to 
postpone Caroline’s farewell service and lunch (18 Jan) and cancel various services (20 
Jan).  By the time you read this, I  hope that Caroline’s farewell service will  have taken 
place. Personally, I would like to thank Caroline for her generous love, friendship, humour, 
advice, fellowship and ministry (not in any particular order!). One thing that is very close to 
Caroline’s heart is ecumenism, both inside and outside the Chaplaincy. If  all  goes well 
several  services will  take place in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18-25 Jan). 
Please check our website for photos and news item.

Last but not least -  In 2012 our spiritual focus was ‘Prayer’. Good things resulted from 
Aquitaine@Prayer.2012, but we would delude ourselves to think we ‘have arrived’. In 2013 
we want to shift our focus to Lectio Divina, that age-old discipline of reading the Scriptures 
prayerfully, or to pray through the Scriptures. This will be our main focus for Belloc (23-26 
May), but I also hope to organize Lectio Divina workshops around the Chaplaincy later this 
year. We plan to exchange helpful  books and other  resources through newsletter  and 
website. Prayer will never be far away! 

Love & blessings!

Paul


