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CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 2019 
 
At the time of writing this report I have to admit that 2019 does seem to be a very 
distant memory.  It feels as if we are living in a world that is very different from even a 
few days ago, let alone last year.  For me, however, our current separation does make 
me even more aware of the huge value that I, and I believe all of you, place on the life and 
fellowship of this wonderful Chaplaincy. 
 
We are truly blessed that 2019 was another remarkable year financially and so we are 
entering into this time of isolation in a strong position and there is no need to worry 
about the immediate health of the Chaplaincy.  Instead we can all focus on the welfare of 
ourselves and our immediate neighbours. 
 
The financial situation is, however, just a visible sign of something much more important; 
the continuing faithful discipleship of so many people across Aquitaine.  That discipleship 
has manifested itself in various way – attendance at services, home and Bible-study 
groups, social and fundraising events and, perhaps most importantly, practical love and 
support for other members of our church family and for charities both locally and 
worldwide.  I give you my most heartfelt thanks and am constantly humbled by the 
privilege of being your Chaplain. 
 
There are so many ‘thank you’s that should be said so, if I included them all, this report 
would begin to sound like a bad Oscar acceptance speech.  I hope that you all know how 
much your efforts are appreciated.  However I would like to make special mention of a 
few people.   
 
Firstly, our Ministry Team: clergy, Readers (LLMs), and Congregational Worship Leaders.  
Through your dedication we have been able to continue to provide high-quality regular 
worship right across our extended region helping, I believe, to grow God’s Kingdom and 
make his love known in Aquitaine.  
 
Secondly, our Wardens, both at Chaplaincy and local level.  Without your hard work the 
‘business’ of being church would grind to a halt.  I am always gratified by the quiet 
efficiency with which services are prepared on a Sunday morning and the necessary 
administration of our Worship Centres is handled.
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Thirdly, Amy Owensmith, our Administrator.  Amy keeps this Chaplaincy running 
smoothly with an apparently inexhaustible sense enthusiasm and dedication.  I would be 
lost without her help! 
 
Finally, I am sure that no-one will mind me making particular reference to Janis Adams 
who we lost in December 2019.  As Reader, Chaplaincy Warden and Safeguarding 
Officer, Janis was such an integral part of the life of this Chaplaincy.  I have personally 
benefitted from her wisdom and guidance (and occasional telling off!) over the last three 
years or so and I believe that many more of you have benefitted equally.  Janis was a 
spiritual powerhouse not just for the Bertric-Burée church but also for churches across 
the Chaplaincy.  The assurance with which she handled her duties as Warden and her 
role as Safeguarding Officer gave us all confidence that we were in safe hands.  Our 
continued love and prayers go to her husband, Roger, their daughters and all Janis’ many 
family and friends. 
 
It seems hard, at the moment, to look forward to the coming year as we are in such a 
state of uncertainty.  I would again emphasise that this Chaplaincy has a great deal of 
resilience both spiritually and, to a degree, financially and structurally.  I should, however, 
also remind you that our giving is an important part of our spiritual discipleship rather 
than just an attendance fee at services.  I would encourage you all to consider how you 
might maintain something of this discipline despite the current difficulties. 
 
It will, I am sure, feel very strange to celebrate Easter whilst in lockdown (because it 
seems quite likely that these restrictions will not be lifted by then). But can you imagine 
how it will feel when we can, once again, meet together to pray and praise God?  That 
will be a real celebration of resurrection.  Easter Sunday is only a date, Easter 
Resurrection is an eternal reality for us all everyday and will, I believe, seem even more 
wonderful and real to us when we finally come together again in worship. 
 
God bless you all!   

 


