
Here we are in the fifth Sunday of Lent, I hope that you are all keeping well in these 
difficult days that we find ourselves living through. 

I must admit, something that helps me to cope are the messages, phone calls and emails 
from my family and friends. I seem to open facebook, and social media much more 
frequently, just to see what my friends are up to ! I’m sure its the same for you,

In the Gospel reading this Sunday, we have a beautiful account of friendship, the 
closeness of Jesus to a little family in Bethany, sisters Martha and Mary, and their bother 
Lazarus.  

Although the passage finishes with Lazarus being miraculously raised from the dead, 
weaved throughout this passage is a story of friendship, a story of absence and of grief, 
and more importantly what it means to be in a relationship with Jesus, what it means to 
love him and to be loved by him.

Perhaps you would like to have your bible open to the at John Chapter 11 and we will look 
at this passage together. 

To set the scene, at the end of Chapter 10, there has been an attempt to stone Jesus by 
his opponents, so he and the disciples have retreated across the Jordan,  and it is there 
that he receives the news that his friend Lazarus is sick and where we take up the story.

Strangely, after receiving word of his friend’s illness, Jesus does not leave immediately for 
Bethany, but remains where He is for two more days. He tells the disciples that this 
sickness will not end in death, but “for God’s glory.” (Jn 11:4)

I suppose this response caused and the disciples and us to reflect, why wouldn’t Jesus 
rush to help his friend? 

Throughout John’s Gospel Jesus makes decisions that are often mysterious to the 
disciples, they are mysterious by human standards and only make sense to them later, or 
when the full story is revealed 

Isn’t that also true for us ? During the times when we feel our prayers have not been 
answered, or that God is absent; and yet when we look back at our lives or a situation, we 
get clarity and we see he was there all a long. 

Two days later they are off, setting out for Bethany because Jesus says our friend Lazarus 
“has fallen asleep” (Jn 11:11). well, ff he is asleep he will be fine say the disciples; and 
you can almost imagine the look on their faces as Jesus says it simply for them no “he is 
dead”!

So Lazarus has been dead four days by the time they arrive at the house of Martha and 
Mary; I often wonder how the sisters felt, did they feel betrayed by His absence, was their 
friendship now in doubt, their relationship now on rocky ground ?

Mary stays at home when Jesus arrives presumably being comforted by other friends and 
members of the community, but Martha runs out to meet Him ; how was her tone I wonder 
as she said, if you had been here, my brother would not have died (Jn 11:21)



Was it a rebuke or was she showing her faith?  

Was there a note of pleading when she said  But I know that even now God will give 
you whatever you ask. (Jn 11:22)  or was she showing her faith in the midst of her pain ? 

How often do grief and despair do that to us ? We can quickly switch from grief, to anger, 
to hopelessness and then to back to a place of quiet peace brought on by the Holy Spirit 
residing within us, giving us comfort and revealing our faith. 

Whatever roller coaster of emotions Martha is on, Jesus calms her with one of the great I 
am statements,  “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will 
live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?” (Jn 11:25-26)

Yes -  replies Martha and goes to fetch Mary. 

When Mary reaches Jesus her opening words are similar to Martha’s but I find them said 
with a certain rawness as she, simply says if you were here: he wouldn’t have died, (Jn 
11:32) she then drops to His feet and weeps. 

And Jesus weeps too, (Jn 11:35) I’ve read several commentaries on this short sentence, 
but I still come back to my gut feeling that Jesus wept because He was sad, His tears are 
an unmistakable sign of His humanity, He shows His compassion for his friends as He 
witnesses their pain and suffering.

It’s often the same for us; we can be deeply touched by the tears of a loved one, 
experiencing their pain as it it were our own.

Jesus is so touched, that those around the sisters say “see how He loved him (Jn 
11:36). The Gospel passage invites us to see two things here;  Jesus’ humanity as He 
weeps over the death of His friend and His divinity as he declares “I am the resurrection 
and the life “.

Finally the sisters lead Jesus to Lazarus tomb where he asks them to remove the stone, 
always looking on the practical side of life, remember she was the one in the kitchen ; dear 
Martha, says wait a minute, he’s been in there four days, if we take away that stone and 
it’s going to smell !

Jesus is not going to be held back by such practicalities, He prayed, gave thanks to God, 
and then He said, "Lazarus, come out." (Jn 11:44) And when Lazarus emerged from the 
tomb, Jesus said, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” (Jn 11:43)

Our own life experiences might not be quite as dramatic;  this was a unique situation in a 
particular time and place. Yet, like Lazarus, Mary, and Martha, we may very well find 
ourselves in situations that seem hopeless. We may find ourselves asking, Lord, where 
are you? Why aren't you here? Why do you delay? We may find ourselves in situations 
where we wonder, how could God let this happen? Where…. is the resurrection and the 
life?



Someone once said the definition of friendship is to know someone really well, and yet to 
love them anyway. It is clear that friendship is revealed here, Jesus comes alongside the 
sisters and never rebukes them He is patient with them in their grief, He knows who they 
are; and He reminds them, who He is.

I think, He does the same to us, whenever we experience the same kind of despair, doubt, 
grief, or sense of utter hopelessness, Jesus through His unending love calls us by name, 
calls us out of our tombs, gives us new life, and orders our release. 

Take off your grave clothes, He says to us because He has the power to remove the things 
that bind us so tight sometimes we can’t a light at the end of the tunnel!   

In that sense, we can all have a Lazarus experience. We can all experience the redeeming 
power of God through the abundant life that Jesus brings not only as a future promise in 
the resurrection from the dead, but here and now today

Martha, Mary, Lazarus and all who surrounded them that day witnessed this power and 
believed, 

Whatever trials we may currently be facing, my prayer is that we will all have the eyes of 
faith to experience the resurrection power of Christ in our lives as well, today and always 
Amen 

Charlotte 


